

Experts find platinum, gold in Egypt 


HftMJrl CAIRO (AFP) — Experts have found platinum ore 
ff* ** firS - 1 “ me m scveraJ Nations south of the eust- 
Lli IB 111 “ Egyp 1 40(1 located new sites for the pro- 

^r U ®UB|| #5?°® gold, the government daily AI Akhbar 
16 ported Wednesday. The newspaper, quoting the 
J nal full jvjT^N bead of the state-run Egyptian Geological Survey, 
ather Pl . if a tcan ? ^ erman ex P®rts made this unprece- 
dented platinum find which “stipulates a promising 

JEW nr % future for the production of precious metals in Egypt.” 

-’hrisrm^Hl hr. Naeeja also told the daily that the geological 
elehrtr-H thii W'- faarf Iocated new sites for the production of 
«» tin fur liter? gold in the Sinai and southern Aswan regions of 
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JSt tin- — r ^ [V 8 oW m 3110 soumcm Aswan regions of 

jli lhi ; ien,3 Egypt had been previously unknown. “Four 
’rust nfi r n ni ^L J international companies have applied for permission 
hrisr * ndia s «ud 7 h 10 search for S old in lhese locations,” he said without 
dth tor c. ' 5denlUy |n 8 **“ firms involved or give more details. 
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If Calcutta? 1 ** King Visits GHQ 

(Pern., - His 

’hrist'm,, 1 V' W W Hussein 
vith L ? ii hls iT^.Watasday called attheGen- 
ince rh k m,|f ^ eraI Headquarters of the 
’hri -. ^iinnte Armed Fnxes and discussed 
ffmt? llan cTa to il' with the Chairman of the Joint 
uuu - ' Chiefs of Staff, Field Marshal 

jtr .4hfoJ Hafez Mirai, issues of 

WOHien caught ( raneni 10 toe Armed Forces. 

TOUgolinn u JAneoding the meeting was 
6 8 hCroji 1 Prime Minister and Minister of 

embedded in ^ Defence Abdul Karim Kabari- 

>n dresses ^ i 

King congratulates 
EDDah i ap, ^ v House speaker 

■Lou ki " Uni W AMMAN (Petra) — His 
^ >n 2 to ^ Majesty King Hussein on 
ei »beddcd i Wednesday phoned Lower 
;old thread u, House Speaker Sa’d Hayel 
embroidered Srour cxmgraailating him on 

Medina netting,; reeleciion as speaker on 
:d Tuesday Tuesday. The King stressed 

kilogrammes ^ ■' tbe need to finalise draft laws 
vas extracted m t and the need of cooperation 
hread nn the drt> between the legislative and 
women were weeutive authorities. 

Arabie-lanauactdaf, CrOWD Prince 

rf one oi meets U.N-,Worid 

-vas taken into lU .y Bank officials 

ie d ' amman - “* 

.vomm M ^ Cro r 

.mu-lino. “ th i Ro * aI 

Court on Wednesday the resi- 

h ; "‘ rei[r '' / dent representative of the Unit- 

U r > "ere t gj Nasons Development Pro- 

i ] re ‘‘ d W* gramme (UNDP) Jorgen Less- 
™ ed '' ’! h “w tier who presented the Crown 
ihen gilded wiib , prince on the 1996 human 
:overe J »ubsunce development report. Mr. Less- 
paper ^id LUkiudb nersaid thauhe report includes 
dais .ii Jeddah i several concepts Prince Has- 
becamr 'U^picwu'd! san called for since tbe early 
epibroiden on ibfEi^Os focusing on issues related 
worn b> Kulvjflb! to health, education and 
Mohammad. 27. z. naional income. The Crown 
daughter Shchnaz. r Prince also received Director 
five. It H.nd sjmpb* of the Middle East Depart- 
thread were re«i roent ar the World Bank Inder 
found u> L-onum t Sud and discussed with him 
Kulsoom's drew tui: the World Bank’s proposals 
than I 5 XilvflM* ft* human resource develop- 
heroi non it. atelier* ment in Jordan. Prince Hassan 
ter's about m ms called for increased World 
tbe n-iper reported t Bank focus on the Kingdom’s 
female rebtno • agricultural sector pointing out 
searched and lorn* ^ usance of the sector, 
wearing hero*-- Amending die audience was 

r ,, .|| j#- Minister of Planning Rima 
clothes js vwll.ur- w 

jAjloon presents 

Picasso exhibit' re ^ nesls ®° PM 

, AMMAN (Petra) — Heads of 

ID China tribes, municipal and village 
ppi , councils and representatives of 
BEUlNiy 'A' venous organisations in 

wealth) t -' erTnan Ajloun goverawate on 

tor ha.' It'h |,lUJ j, Wednesday called on Prime 
Spani>h Mhrister Abdul Karim Kabari- 

Picas'O fi and jaeseated requests for 

painting Ljn nnprovement of services to the 

in China n ,r ^ ^ . public . They also requested 
the Chi/u that His Majesty King Hussein 
TuesdtP • ^ Ier . jd 'fsii their govemorate thar they 
who died m .. can express their allegiance to 
117 put nun?* * n i ^ Hashemite Throne. Mr 
jn* die l aie " p,CiN<11 ■. Kahariti promised that the gov- 
Ludwi<.’> e nuaent will do everything 

handed ^bte » iom *eir 

menis on \ ^ Hnds - 
monv r re - , Jordan to 

5 e> 1 HfiniJ W i %n defence deal 

Communis ’ * ‘ 

He said ^ANKARA (AP) - Tbe 

•■great imp?". ttefence rainisttr on Wednes- 
n vo couniri^ ^ day said Turkey and Jondan 
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Iraq plays down Jordanian’s murder 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — A senior Iraqi government 
official has played down the murder last week of a 
jordanian Foreign Ministry employee in Iraq and 
asserted that the incident would not harm relations 
between the two countries. lit is a normal incident ... 
on the 1,000-kilometre-long road” between Amman 
and Baghdad. Iraqi Justice Minister Shbeib Al Mali- 
ki told the Arabic-language AI Sharq A I Awsat news- 
paper. “We have engaged in contacts with the Jordan- 
ian government to clarify this incident,** he said, 
adding that his country maintains “good relations on 
the political and economic levels" with Jordan. Omar 
Sobh. a foreign ministry driver, was shot dead on Nov. 
1 1 while on his way to Baghdad from Amman. The 
unidentified gunmen stole his car and the diplomatic 
case he was carrying containing 250 blank passports. 
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Arafat demands 
changes in Paris 
pact with Israel 


King, Queen launch municipal projects 
and open new Palace of Justice building 


'Ibrkey , Jordan to 


lead to fi reilKI sign defence cooperation 

innbei^ 1 !^ 1 ^' : ^ eements “ ** ““toB 
said. Bci jtor* 1 ^ .^ without elaborating. 


PARIS (Agencies) — Pales- 
tinian President Yasser 
Arafat, accusing Israel of vio- 
lating its 1994 economic 
agreement with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). demanded on 
Wednesday that it be rewrit- 
ten. 

Mr. Arafat told a Paris 
World Bank donors’ meeting 
on the West Bank and Gaza 
that the autonomous Palestin- 
ian areas were losing S7 mil- 
lion a day because of Israel’s 
decision to close them off last 
February after bomb attacks 
by militants. 

“The peace process is at a 
crossroads and I fear that it 
may even go into reverse, to 
the benefit of tensions and 
instability,” he said. 

“The unjust siege threatens 
the peace process and raises a 
shadow over the hopes and 
ambitions of the Palestinian 
people,” he added. 

Output was down this year 
by 20 per cent compared to 
the past two years, the agri- 
culture sector was “disas- 
trously” hit, unemployment 
had jumped to a “dangerous” 
rate of 63 per cent and invest- 
ment projects were down. 

The economic agreement 
signed with Israel in Paris. 
Mr. Arafar said, was based on 
two principles — a Palestin- 
ian workforce in Israel that 
was 90,000 strong in 1993, 
and freedom of movement for 
individuals and goods to and 
from Gaza and the West 
Bank. 

“For the last 30 months. 
Israel has nolaied this accord 
through deliberate methods, 
procedural devices and deci- 
sions that strip the accord of 
its meaning, form and con- 
tent 

‘That is why we demand 
that the accord be rewritten in 
line with our joint commit- 
ments which provide for the 
right to revise the accord 
since May 4, 1995, something 
which Israel has always evad- 
ed,” Mr. Arafat said. 

He urged a revised accord 
which must force Israel to lift 
restrictions and quotas on 
direct imports by the Pales- 
tinians, transfer sales tax rev- 
enue collected by the Israeli 
treasury and recognise Pales- 
tinian technical standards. 

In a drive to boost aid for 
the West Bank and Gaza, Mr. 
Arafat outlined an $845 mil- 
lion investment programme 
for 1997 which he said aimed 
to consolidate essential infra- 
structure, encourage invest- 
ment in the social sector, cre- 
ate jobs and strengthen the 
private sector. 

The bank’s consultative 
group has so far pledged 
some $2.9 billion in assis- 
tance to the areas for 1994- 


Donors pledge 

$845m for PNA 

DONOR COUNTRIES 
pledged $845 million in 
investment next year for 
die Palestinian 

autonomous territories 
at a conference here 
Wednesday, World Bank 
President James Wolfen- 
sohn said. 

9S, but Palestinian leaders are 
keen to ensure that pledges 
are fulfilled. 

The World Bank says the 
political situation has resulted 
in projections of a five per 
cent decline of gross domes- 
tic product (GDP) for 1996 in 
the autonomous Palestinian 
areas. 

A main hope for improve- 
ment is the expected opening 
in about two months of the Ai 
Manrar industrial park on the 
Palestinian side of the Israel- 
Gaza Strip border. World 
Bank officials said. 

At best, the project will 
employ 17,000 people direct- 
ly, mostly in textiles, and 
35.000 indirectly by early 
1998. 

Kemal Dervis, World Bank 
vice-president for the Middle 
East and North Africa, said 
barring new political 
upheavals ‘There is no reason 
that the Palestinian economy 
cannot do well.” 

“The bad situation is due to 
political and security con- 
straints as well as uncertainty 
in the minds of potential 
investors. But this is not a sit- 
uation that is so bad it cannot 
work. Things can and do 
advance,” he said. 

Mr. Arafat also said there 
had been no progress in nego- 
tiations on Israeli troop rede- 
ployment from Hebron. 

Speaking after a meeting 
with French Prime Minister 
Alain Juppe, Mr. Arafat said: 
“1 am sorry to say that in spite 
of intensive talks, we- have 
accomplished nothing.” 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai said in 
London he hoped the Jewish 
stare would soon reach an 
agreement with the Palestini- 
ans on the Israeli redeploy- 
ment in Hebron. 

Speaking at a press confer- 
ence after talks with British 
Foreign Secretary Malcolm 
Rifkind, Mr. Mordechai said: 
“Our government will con- 
tinue the peace process. I 
hope in a very shorr time we 
will have an agreement on 
Hebron. Then we can contin- 
ue with other problems " 

Mr. Rifkind said he too 
hoped for a quick agreement 
on Hebron, saying it was 
blocking other progress in the 
peace process. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Their 
Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor on 
Wednesday inaugurated a 
number of development 
projects within the Amman 
area in the course of the 
country’s celebrations of 
the King's 61st birthday. 

The King and Queen first 
attended a ceremony 
marking the start of the dig- 
ging of the Wadi Haddadeh 
tunnel which links the Wadi 
Haddadeh district with the 
centre of Amman and 
unveiled a commemorative 
plaque installed at the site. 

Amman Mayor Mam- 
douh Abbadi briefed the 
King and Queen on the pro- 
ject which he said is aimed 
at easing traffic congestion 
in the Amman area. 

The 188-metre long two- 
lane tunnel which will take 
350 days to be completed is 
expected to cost JD 
3,493,176, the mayor said. 

The King and Queen vis- 
ited the site of the first 
stage of the Amman munici- 
ipality complex at Ras Al 
‘Ain district and unveiled a 
plaque at the building. 
They also laid the founda- 
tion stone for a new build- 
ing to house tbe municipal 
offices. 

Dr. Abbadi told the King 
and Queen that the premis- 
es would house a town hall, 
a mosque, a cultural centre, 
a public library, a national 
museum, and other utilities. 
He said that the complex 
will be surrounded by a 
public garden and a parking 
lot. 

According to Dr. Abbadi, 
the first stage of the project 
entails a four-storey build- 


ing with the ground floor 
serving as multipurpose 
halls and an auditorium 
seating 130 people with an 
adjacent restaurant. 

The upper floors will 
house administration 
offices. 

Dr. Abbadi said that cul- 
tural facilities at the 
premises are designed to 
boost the country’s artistic 
and cultural movement in 
Jordan noting that the first 
phase of the project.. which 
cost JD 2 J million, took 15 
months to complete. 

Later the King and Queen 
formally inaugurated Jor- 
dan Hospital and unveiled 
a commemorative plaque at 
the entrance of the building. 
Hospital board chairman 
Abdullah Al Bashir briefed 
the King and Queen on the 
hospital’s sections and ser- 
vices and presented the 
King with the hospital 
shield on this occasion. 

According to Dr. Bashir, 
the 220-bed hospital which 
cost JD20 million is fully 
equipped to offer spe- 
cialised medical services by 
a staff of 30 specialists. 
The hospital had started 
operations last February. 

The King and QueeD also 
inaugurated the Palace of 
Justice at Abdali district 
and conferred on Justice 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Dughmi the Jordanian Al 
Kawkab Medal of the First 
Order. The King also con- 
ferred a number of medals 
on retired judges in recog- 
nition of their services to 
the nation. 

The new conn complex 
which cost JD14 million, 
consists of II court halls 



His Majesty King Hussein on Wednesday cuts a cake replica of the new Amman City 
Hall and (below) a ribbon marking the opening of a new Palace of Justice (Petra pho- 
tos) 



and offices for judges and 
other utilities. 

Prime Minister Abdul 


Karim Kabariti, and his 
wife. Chief of the Royal 
Court Awn Khasawneh and 


other officials accompanied 
the King and Queen on 
their tour. 


World powers regret U.S. veto of Boutros Ghali 


PARIS (AFP) — World pow- 
ers expressed regret Wednes- 
day at Washington’s unilater- . 
al move to block the reelec- 
tion of UJM. Secretary Gener- 
al Boutros Ghali, but the U.N. 
chief himself said he was 
powerless to overcome U.S. 
opposition to his candidacy. 

China and Arab states criti- 
cised the U.S. decision to veto 
the Egyptian diplomat's 
reelection, while France 
renewed its support for Mr. 
Ghali and warned it could 
veto other candidates. 

France also “has a right of 
veto in the Security Council 
and could use it," foreign . 
ministry spokesman Jacques 
Rumraelbardi said. 

But Mr. Ghali, 74, stung by 
the single vote against him 
cast by U.S. Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright in the 15- 
member Security Council, 
appeared to have all but con- 
ceded defeat in his bid to 
secure a second five-year 
term, recognising that Wash- 


ington's opposition will be 
too much to overcome. 

In two newspaper inter- 
views published Wednesday. 
Mr. Ghali admitted that he 
was powerless before U.S. 
intentions to stop his reelec- 
tion, despite persuading the 
14 other members of the 
Security Council that he is 
the best candidate for the top 
UN. job. 

“Friends come to me and 
say ‘don’t be passive. You are 
in America: they like fighters 
... You have to act.’ But how 
canl fight Goliath?" the UN. 
chief told the New York 
Times in an interview pub- 
lished Wednesday. 

The interview was conduct- 
ed at Mr. Ghali’s Sutton Place 
residence near U.N. head- 
quarters in New York on Sun- 
day, well before Ms. Albright 
cast the only vote in the 
Security Council against his 
reelection on Tuesday. 

A U.N. spokesman, after 
the vote, said Mr. Ghali. 


whose mandate expires on 
Dec. 31. had no plans to with- 
draw his candidacy, but in his 
interview with the daily. Mr. 
Ghali suggested his snuggle 
to secure a second mandate 
would ultimately be futile. 

"Come on. Who am 1 to 
fight a superpower? I cannot,” 
he told the newspaper, adding 
that he was baffled as to the 
reason for the U.S. objection. 

“Do I represent a danger to 
the security of the United 
States? No. Did 1 smuggle? 
Am I (former Panamanian 
dictator Manuel) Noriega or 
(Iraqi President) Saddam 
Hussein?” he asked. 

“I had cooperated with the 
Americans in so many ways.” 
he added. “My relations were 
good — I would not say 
excellent. But politics is pol- 
itics.” 

In a second interview with 
Cairo’s government weekly 
Al Mussawar, also conducted 
before the U.S. vote, Mr. 
Ghali said that “personal ani- 


mosity” between himself and 
Albright could be portly to 
blame for her opposition to 
his reelection. 

“Maybe Mrs. AJbright has 
personal motives.” Mr. Ghali 
said, adding that he could 
find “no logical interpretation 
for this attitude." 

The U.S. veto capped a 
five-month drive by Washing- 
ton to replace Mr. Ghali with 
a candidate more palatable to 
president Bill Clinton’s rivals 
in Congress, who are with- 
holding payment of $1.5 bil- 
lion in U.S. dues to the Unit- 
ed Nations. 

The republicans in the U.S. 
Congress maintain that Mr. 
Ghalj has failed to reform the 
United Nations, which they 
charge is unresponsive to the 
challenges of the post-cold 
war era. 

But Mr. Ghali still com- 
mands widespread support, as 
the Security Council vote 
shows. 

China on Wednesday said 


that the fact that the United 
States acted in isolation, 
“shows the overwhelming 
majority* of states endorse 
Mr. Ghali.” 

"We regret the failure (to 
adopt) the relevant draft reso- 
lution and will continue to 
respect and support the rec- 
ommendation of the organi- 
sation of African unity for Mr. 
Ghafi’s reelection. " foreign 
ministry spokesman Cui 
Tiankai said. 

The Arab League was more 
critical in its attack on the 
U.S. veto, saying it will harm 
U.S. interests in the Arab 
world. 

“.We deplore this American 
position which will not sene 
American interests in the 
Arab world.” Arab League 
Secretary General Esmat 
Abdul Meguid said, recalling 
that the 22 -member pan-Arab 
organisation had endorsed 
Mr. Ghali's candidacy for a 
second term. 
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U.S. striving to couple further moves with accord on Hebron deployment 
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disclose the derails of the talks 
bat said training of Jordanian 
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has been pushing for an 
agreement to redeploy 
Israeli troops in Hebron, 
American officials hope 
that the delay could lead to 
a more comprehensive 
agreement that establishes 
a link with other steps 
towards the completion of 
the implementation of the 
Oslo arrangements. 

According to administra- 
tion officials, the U.S. is 
wary about the dragging 
talks but is hopeful that it 
will lead to a linkage 
between the redeployment 
and other steps that will 
ensure the beginning of 
final status talks nexr year. 

Administration officials 
have, for the first time, 
indicated that support for 


er Arafat’s demand to get 
die Israeli government to 
commit itself to further 
steps that will guarantee 
the continuity of the peace 
process. 

Officials said that an 
agreement over the rede- 
ployment of Israeli troops 
in Hebron was extremely 
important but was not 
enough to place the peace 
process back on track. 

‘‘The agreement should 
not be just another agree- 
ment but a key step to 
advance the peace 
process,” an American offi- 
cial told the Jordan Times. 

For the agreement to the 
open the way for final sta- 
tus talks, the source said, 
accords on further rede- 


ployment and the opening 
of die Palestinian airport in 
Gaza should be reached. 

The American position 
reflects concern in Wash- 
ington rhat the stalemate 
between the Palestinians 
and Israel could totally 
jeopardise the whole Mid- 
dle East process. Conse- 
quently while the U.S. has 
tacitly supported Israeli 
claims that Israeli settlers 
should remain and guaran- 
teed safety in Hebron, it 
agrees with the Palestinian 
side that a redeployment 
agreement should be linked 
to further implementation 
of the Oslo accords. 

Mr. Arafat, according to 
several sources, is aware of 
the American position and 
hence he has not felt so far- 
the pressure to bow to the 
new Israeli terms to modi- 


fy the Hebron agreement. 

Judging by -interviews 
with Palestinian and Amer- 
ican officials, Mr. Arafat is 
using the rare “conver- 
gence of American-Pales- 
tinian interests” to extract 
an Israeli commitment to 
complete the implementa- 
tion of the Oslo pacts. 

Consequently when spe- 
cial envoy Dennis Ross met 
with the two sides recently, 
Mr. Arafat did not feel 
under pressure to sign as 
long as Israel did not com- 
mit itself to further steps 
that would guarantee the 
continuity of the peace 
process — that has become 
a top priority for the U.S. 
goals in the Middle East. 

The American position is 
expected to continue 
regardless of who is 
appointed as the new secre- 


tary- of state when Warren 
Christopher quits early next 
year. American officials 
told the Jordan Times (hat 
the American team in 
charge of the peace process 
will noi change and will 
pursue the same policies. 

The team mainly consists 
of Mr. Ross and his deputy 
Aaron Miller. They have 
been involved in formulat- 
ing Middle East policies 
since the eighties. Both are 
top Middle East experts 
who have close knowledge 
to the region and who are 
perceived lo favour the 
Israeli Labour Party- to the 
Likud. 

Mr. Miller, who worked 
in the American embassy in 
Amman in 1984 as a spe- 
cial political officer, is one 
of the State Department 
experts on the Palestine 


Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). He reads both 
Hebrew and Arabic as part 
of doctoral degree in Mid- 
dle Eastern studies. 

The two men have been 
often referred to by diplo- 
mats and experts in Wash- 
ington as the Slate Depart- 
ment's rabbis in reference 
to the fact that they are 
American Jews. ‘ 

However, the two men 
had developed a close 
working relationship with 
Mr. Arafat whom they see 
as crucial to the peace 
process in the region. 

In recent press reports 
Mr. Arafat was said to be 
upset with Mr. Ross but 
later denied the reports. 
According to sources in the 
.American administration. 
Mr. Arafat’s office was 
swift io cal) Mr. Ross’ 


office to deny the reports. 
Mr. Ross, the sources said, 
is satisfied with his rela- 
tionship with Mr. Arafat 
and the initial report did not 
change the working rela- 
tionship between the" Amer- 
ican team and the Palestin- 
ian leader. 

It is, however, unclear if 
Mr. Arafat agrees with the 
American team that the 
agreement regarding 
Hebron should be perma- 
nent — a step that will lead 
to the division of Hebron. 

PLO officials said that 
Mr. Arafat has been very- 
secretive about his contacts 
with Mr. Ross, but that for 
a change he does not feel 
under much pressure from 
the U.S. fo sign an agree- 
ment if it would noi lead to 
the full implementation of 
the Oslo accords. 
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General Assembly 
votes to urge Israel 
to accede to NPT 


NEW YORK (UNIS) — 
The General Assembly 
would call upon the only 
state in the Middle East not 
yet party to the nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT) to accede to the 
treaty without further delay 
and place all unsafeguarded 
nuclear facilities under 
International Atomic Ener- 
gy Agency (IAEA) safe- 
guards. according to a draft 
resolution approved today 
by the First Committee 
( Disarmament and 

International Security). 

The text, sponsored by 
Egypt on behalf of the Arah 
League and Malaysia, was 
• approved . by a recorded 
vote of 96 in favour to 2 
against (Israel and the 
United States >. with 32 
abstentions. 

Prior to the draft's 
approval as a whole, pre- 
ambular paragraph 6 was 
approved in a separate vote 
by 117 in favour to two 
against (India. Israel), with 
10 abstentions t Armenia, 
Costa Rica. Cuba. Fiji. 
Guatemala. Kenya. Kyr- 
gyzstan. Latvia. Nicaragua. 
Pakistani. That paragraph 
would have the assembly 
recall a decision of the par- 
ties to the NPT to urge uni- 
versal adherence To the 
treaty, particularly by states 
that operated unsafeguard- 
ed nuclear facilities. ” • 

By the terms of a second 
draft concerning the Mid- 
dle East, approved by the 
committee without a vote, 
the assembly would urge all 
parties to consider practical 
and urgent steps to estab- 
lish a nuclear-weapons-free 
zone in the region. It would 
invite those countries to 
adhere to the NPT. and 
place all their nuclear activ- 


approved an amendment, 
submitted by Israel, that 
would have the assembly 
note the importance of the 
‘’ongoing" bilateral Middle 
East "peace" negotiations. 
The amendment was 
approved by a vote of 61 in 
favour to 28 againsL with 
33 abstentions. 

By another draft 
approved ' without a vote, 
the assembly would call 
upon all states that had not 
_yel done so to sign and/or 
ratify the convention on 
prohibition of the develop- 
ment. production, stockpil- 
ing and use of chemical 
weapons and on their 
destruction (Chemical 
Weapons Convention) 
without delay. It would 
__stress the importance to the 
convention that the United 
Stares and the Russian fed- 
eration. us declared posses- 
sors of chemical weapons, 
be among the original state 
parties to the convention. 

A second draft on the 
Chemical Weapons Con- 
vention, submitted by Ian. 
was withdrawn when the 
co-sponsors of both drafts 
reached agreement on lan- 
guage concerning the 
Preparatory Commission 
for the Organisation on the 
Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons. 

Under the terms of a draft 
approved by a vote of 137 
in favour to two against 
(Israel and the United 
States), with one abstention 
(Russia), the assembly 
would decide, subject to the 
emergence of a consensus 
on its objectives and agen- 
da, lo convene a special 
session devoted to disarma- 
ment in 1999. An exact date 
on its convening would be 



Death toll in Egyptian 
flashfloods rise to 12 


Iran opposition to field 
presidential candidate 


• ' • 1 ities under -LAE A- safe- seL subject to- the outcome 

v • guards. of deliberations at the 1997 

• 'Prior to acting on the session of the Disarmament 
draft. the committee Commission. 

Israeli spy agencies said to 
compete for ‘best minds’ 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
death toll from torrential 
rain and flooding which 
struck southern and eastern 
Egypt in the past week has 
climbed to 12 with the 
death of two children, 
police said Wednesday. 

The children died in the 
southeastern village of Sha- 
latin on Tuesday and sever- 
al houses collapsed in 
flooding. The authorities 
set up a camp for the home- 
less in a school. • 


first-floor rooms flooded. 
Air traffic was crippled as 
rain water overflowed the 
tarmac and dumped mud 
and gravel on landing 
strips. 

Hundreds of acres of land 
were destroyed in the 
southern provinces of 
Aswan, Sohag and Assiut. 

Most of the" homes which 
were destroyed were built 
illegally in valleys where 
rain water flowed or were 


less in a school. ' ■ made of mud bricks. 

-Aloft' prodded by'-jS^ide | J Fn" Upper' Egypt, or- the 
on" Tuesday' said the 'bad '.'south’.'' hortie lo' ancient 
weather had claimed ' 10 Pharaonic sites, homeown- 
lives and left hundreds of ers were to receive the 


people homeless. 

Roads leading to Red Sea 
resorts such as Sharm A1 
Sheikh and Hurghada were 
cut and hotels closed with 


equivalent of S7.3 in com- 
pensation from the authori- 
ties. Hundreds are living in 
tent camps set up by city 
officials. 


TEL AVJV (AFP) — 
Israel's intelligence ser- 
vices are stealing each oth- 
ers' "best minds" in intra- 
mural squabbling which 
has damaged cooperation 
between the agencies, the 
Israeli daily Yedim 
Ahamnot said Wednesday. 

An unnamed officer from 
military intelligence told a 
closed-door parliament 
committee that there was a 
"worrying brain drain" 
from his agency to Mossad. 
Israel's foreign intelligence 
service, (he paper said. 

The officer warned that 
Mossad was stealing away 
his organisation's “best 
minds" by enticing them 
with better pay and work 
condition*. 
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I 
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Security services do not 
exchange information and 
often hoard intelligence to 
make sure they get credit 
for major discoveries, the 
officer said. 

One of the parliament 
sub-committee members 
called the officer's report 
“very serious and worry- 
ing." Ycdiol Aharonot said. 

Prime Minister Bcnyamin 
Netanyahu has decided to 
improve security coopera- 
tion by creating an "anti- 
ferrorism commission" 
headed by himself and 
including representatives 
from all the security ser- 
vices. another official said. 

But the commission has 
yet to be pul into place, the 
paper said. 


GCC head briefs Bahraini 
leaders on shunned meeting 


j MANAMA < AP) — The head 
I of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council i GCC) Wednesday 
briefed the Bahraini govern- 
ment on the outcome of a 
ministerial meeting it boy- 
cotted due to iis long-running 
territorial dispute with Qatar. 

GCC Secretary -General 

Jamil A1 Hujcihn met with 
the emir of Bahrain. Sheikh 
Isa Ben Salman Al Khalifa. 
- the prime minister and the for- 
eign minister on the results of 
the two-da> GCC foreign 
ministers' meeting in Doha. 
Qatar, earlier this month, the 
official Gulf News Agency 
repotted. 


The meeting was attended 
by Saudi .Arabia, Kuwait. 
Oman, Qatar and the United 
Arab Emirates to set the agen- 
da for the annual GCC sum- 
mit stoning Dec. 7 in Qatar. 
Bahrain has said it will boy- 
cott the summit. 

The ministers also discussed 
the Iraqi situation, the Mideast 
peace process and terrorism, 
but details of their talks w ere 
not disclosed. The Bahrain- 
Qalar dispute involves a chain 
of islands, territorial water 
boundaries and the Zubara 
land strip in Qatar, where the 
Bahraini ruling family’s 
ancestors lived 2t)0 vears aeo. 


invite the people to a mas- 
sive turnout.'* 

But he acknowledged that 
their candidate may not be 
approved by the authorities 
— as happened ahead of 
March legislative polls, 
when most of the LM1 hope- 
fuls were disqualified from 
the running. "If that happens 
again, we will support some- 
one else" from another 
group, but "we will not boy- 
cott” the polls, pledged Mr. 
Yazdi. who served as foreign 
minister in a transitional 
government set up after the 
1979 Islamic revolution. 

He declined to name his 
group's candidate, saying the 
time was not "ripe yet." 

The LML an illegal hut tol- 
erated movement with liberal 
democratic views, recognis- 
es the Islamic republic in 
principle, but is opposed to 
the Islamic regime in power. 

LMI politicians were side- 
lined shortly after'lhe revolu- 
tion when )hcy opposed the 
ruling clergy’s radical poli- 
cies. includinc the seizure of 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Seven civilians killed in Algeria 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Seven civilians have been slaughtered 
in an ambush attack by suspected extremists who have inten- , 
sifted their campaign of terror ahead of a referendum next 
week that would boost the president's powers. The victims, 
all employees at a ceramics factory in the Tidjelabine region 
east of Algiers, were killed on Monday, the daily Al Khabar 
reported Wednesday. The killings bring to more than 120 the 
number of people slaughtered since the beginning of the 
month in attacks blamed on extremists opposed to the refer- 
endum scheduled for Nov. 28. Last month, four people had 
their throats slit at the Tidjelabine mosque in front of hun- 
dreds of people attending Friday prayer-Tie Islamic Salva- 
tion Army, the armed wing of the Islamic Salvation From 
(FIS), claimed responsibility for the killings. 

Kuwaiti troops, allies exercise in desert 

UDAIRI RANGE, Kuwait (AFP) — Hundreds of Kuwaiti. 
American and British troops pounded desert targets with live 
rounds on Wednesday. "The coalition forces are still here. 
Our relationship is improving, our training is improving," 
Kuwaiti Chief of Staff Lieutenant General Ali Al Mumin told 
reporters after the display of fire power." And hopefully he 
(Iraqi President Saddam Hussein) gets the message that we 
have a deterranr here, which he needs to take a lot into con- 
sideration.” Gen. Mumin said at the Udairi desert firing 
range. Kuwaiti F/A-1S jet fighters staged low-level bombing 
runs, while British. U.S. and Kuwaiti ground forces fired live 
rounds from tanks, artillery and rifles at targets about 25 kilo- 
metres from the Iraqi border. 

Egypt launches first population census 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt, which is facing huge population 
growth, has launched a nationwide population census which 
is expected to last a year, the president of the census bureau 
said in statement published Wednesday. Ihab Elwi told the 
government daily Al Akhbar that the census which began on 
Tuesday will be the first since 1986. Around 60.000 pollsters 
will criss-cross Egypt's 26 provinces for about one month to 
gather information which will be analysed over the next 11 
months before the results can be known, Mr. Elwi said. He 
urged the population to cooperate with the census-takers. 
Egypt has a population of more than 60 million but this is 
expected to climb to 85 million in the next 20 years, accord- 
ing to recent statements made by President Hosni Mubarak. 

Israeli sets himself alight at ministry 

TEL AVIV (R) — An Israeli army veteran set himself on fire 
outside the defence ministry on Wednesday in what his 
daughter said was a desperate appeal for state aid to buy a 
car.”It was horrific — a man on fire running in the street.'' 
said an Israel Radio reporter who witnessed the incident 
while passing by the ministiy. “Someone came with a fire 
extinguisher and put out the fiames...He was taken to hospi- 1 
tal in serious condition," The radio said the man was a dis- 
abled army veteran, aged about 60, who was accompanied to 
the ministry iri Tel Aviv by his daughter. He suddenly torched 
himself near (he entrance while she was trying to go inside to 
plead his case. “He gave 34 years of his life to the army and 
they destroyed him. All he wanted was a car. He is handi- 
capped.” the daughter, her voice shaking, told the radio. 

Sharansky postpones trip to Russia 

TEL AVIV { AP) — Israeli Trade Minister Natan Sharansky, 
a former Soviet dissident postponed a planned trip to Rus- 
sia because of the death of his brother-in-law Wednesday. 
Mr. Sharansky was to fly to Russia on Sunday, Nov. 24 — 
his first return to the country of his birth since he was 
released from a Soviet jail in 1986 as part of an "East-West 
prisoner-swap. Mr. Sharansky's spokesman. Roman Polon- 
sky. said the trip would be postponed for at least 10 days 
and that no new date has been set. Mr. Sharansky. 48, was 
convicted of treason in 1977 for allegedly spying on Russia 
for the United Stares. After his release from prison, he set- 
tled in Israel. Mr. Sharansky's brother-in-law, Michael 
Stieglitz, died Wednesday of a heart attack. Mr. Sharansky's 
office said. 

Teenager jailed for ‘fishing’ chickens 

CAIRO (AFP) As 16-year-old thief has been jailed fora 
year for "fishing" his neighbours' chickens, the government 
daily A I Akhbar reported on Wednesday. The (eenager. a car 
mechanic, used a fishing rod and com or broad beans as hail 
lo catch the chickens in the rural town of Zaqaziq, north of 
Cairn, from the back yards and rooftops of neighbours' 
homes.The boy sold the chicken at the market-place, the 
paper said. 




TEHRAN (Agencies) — the U.S. embassy in Novem- 

Iran’s token legal opposition ber 1 979. 

movement intends to take It is (he only opposition 

part in presidential elections group su far to have 

for the first time next year, a announced it wants to take 

newspaper reported Wcdncs- part in the vote. 

day. President Ali Akbar Hashe- 

Ebrahim Yazdi said the mi Rafsanjani will have 
Liberation Movement of Iran served two successive four- 
(LMI) he leads will nominate year terms by July and he is 
a candidate to run in the elec- not allowed under the consti- 

tion set for August, the Iran lution to seek a new man- 

Ncws said. date. 

Mr. Yazdi told Iran News The ruling conservative 
that his group would "take T <datgy..has primed. Pariia- 
p'djft'iis and ^finiary' Speakef AIi Akbar 

invite the people 'to 'a mas- Nate^NuH to replace him. 
siv'e turnout.'* The only other confirmed 


hopeful is former intelli- 
gence minister. Mohammad 
Mohammad i Reyshahri. who 
is a hardliner. A coalition of 
Islamic moderates and left- 
wingers has yet lo field its 
choice. 

The elections will deter- 
mine the direction Iran’s 
Islamic revolution will rake 
at'ier President Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani steps down. 

Mr. Yazdi 's group favours 
improving relations with for- 
eign governments and ha* 
criticised official corruption 
in Iran. He is a U.S.-trained 
docior. Iran has been ruled 
by clergymen since 1979. 
and there are no Western- 
style political parties. There 
are informal factions, though 
all members of (lie Majlis 
support fundamentalist rule 
to varying degrees. 

The LMI boycotted parlia- 
mentary elections in March 
after II of its 15 candidates 
were barred from running by 
die Guardian Council. 
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j CHURCHES 

j SL Man- of Nazareth Church 
' SMeifieh.Tel. 810740 
i Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
6327S5. 

1 SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
j Church of the Annunciation 

! Tel. 6374411. 


De hi Satie Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

.Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. S27I26 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
TcL 82432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarcne Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in .Amman Tel. SI 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Mctcorvhff. 

.Scattered showers are expected 
at intervals with skies clouds lo 
parti) cloudy and winds north- 
westerly moderate. In .Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 


Amman . 
Aqaba .... 
Deserts .. 


Jordan Valley lii/26 

Yesterday's high (i'mperatures: 
Ammon 1 7. Aqaba 26 Humidity 
readmes: Amman SO per eenL 
Aqaba 45 percent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
.AMMAN: 

Dr. Rnmzi Mazzawi 

Dr. Rassam Karadsbeh 75921*) 

Dr. KhaDdAbdo ...657LN 

Dr. Abdul Vt'afaab Awad S46I7H 

Firas pharmacy .....661912 

Ferdow* pharmacy 778336 

AJ Ascma pharmacy 657055 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacouh pharmacy 644945 

ShmeLsani pharmacy ,...6376<iO 

N'airoukh pharmacy 623672 

Nqjib pharmacy S47632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 2S14S4 

■Al Quds pharmacy ( — \ 

ZARQA: 

Dr. bmailTallaui UO.AKfl 

Khalifeh pharmacy 9854 I 7 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre 6371!) 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

Civil Defence. Emergency 199 


Rescue Police 192. 621111. 642362 

657777 Malhas. J. Amman ,636 140 

Fire Brigade 617101 Palestine, Shnussani 60707 1 

Blood Bank 775 121 .Shmrisnni Hospital 6691 3 1 

Highway Police 843402 University Hospital 845845 

Traffic Pofice — Al-Muaslter Hospital 

Public Security Department 667227A» 

63032 1 The Islamic, Abdali 666 1 26/37 

Hotel Complaints 605ttX» AI-AhlL Abdali 664 1 04/6 

Price Complaints 661176 Itatiun, Al-Muhujrecn 

Water and Sewerage Com- 777101/3 

plaints ,..,S97467 Al-Busliir. 775111/26 

Amman Municipality Com- Army. Marks 891611/15 

plaints- 7g71 1 1 Queen Alia Hospital 

Telephone Information (direc- 602240/50 


lory assistance) - 121 

Overseas Calk ,010230 

Centra] Amman Telephone 

Reports .623)01 

.Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774 1 1 1 

Water Authority — 6R0100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 


Ama] Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 

and Special Surgery ...S65)**9 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

{09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

{09»9W)560 

Ibn .Nina Hospital <09)98(1732 

/Al Hikma Modern Hospital 

(iwwytiwii 

IRBID: 

Princess Bosnia Hospital 

, T -^ ,i 02 >275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 


Queen Alia Inti Airport i.k. _..(02)272275 

53200 Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

HOSPITALS AQABA: J(C,;!47K10 

Mcdkal Ccntxv Prin « sS HaJ ” “ij’lf 1 

Khutidi Maternity. ...64428 1 ffi FOR THE TRAVF.I .LKR 

Akfleh Maternity. ....64244 j/2 QUEEN ALIA 

Jabal Amman Maternity INTERNATIONAL 


AIRl’ORT 

This hibernation is supplied b\ 
Royal Jordanian (RJ1 inlbmu- 
lion dep;irtmeut at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where it should 
always He verified. 

Intnrmatinn on other flights ;irc 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) or 
08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 ...Sanaa r RJ) 

08:15 Bombay (RJ) 

<W: 15 Dhuhwn. Riyadh ( RJ l 

09:45 New Delhi tRJ) 

10:05 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 ....Beirai tRJ) 

10:30 Colombo ( RJ) 

16:05 Kuala Lunipunadd) (RJ) 

16:25 London (RJ) 

16:40 .Casablanca ( RJ) 

I7J5 Moscow I RJ) 

19:05.... Abu Dhabi. Al ‘Ain (RJ) 

10:25 Bangkok. C alcana (RJ) 

I9>M RometW) 

19:40 Athens (RJ) 

23:59 Jcddidi (add) (RJ) 

Ollier Flights 

11:00 Doha (Q7) 

12:40 Doha (GF) 

1-W0 Riyadh tSV) 

*4:10 -...Sluriqah 1 AH) 

15:15 Damascus tQ7) 

16:15 Dubai tEK) 

20:10 BcirouMtj) 

20:35 .Cairo (MS) 

21:40 Tel Aviv (LY) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:20 Aqaba t RW) 

18:55 .TclAviv iRW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 Beirut tRJ) 

07:15 -Moscow 1RJ1 

10:30 ..Abu Dhabi. Al ’Ain (RJ) 

11=00 Amsterdam. Chicago 1 RJ) 
11:05 Amsterdam. Montreal. 
Toronto 1 RJ) 

*1:15 Rome i RJ 1 

12:10 Paris iRJj 

!2:15 London tRJ) 

12:40 .... Athens (RJ) 

19ri)0 — Jeddah (add) tRJ) 

26:10 Cairo (RJ i 

20:15 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

28:20 LumacafRJ) 

29:30 Jeddah ( RJ ) 

21:00...... Jakarta (add 1 (RJ) 

01:45 Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta 
(RJ) 

Other Flights 

OO’.OO Istanbul 1TK1 

$07:3? Beirut. London (BA) 

07:45 Beirut (ME) 

11:45 ................. J3ama«iLs <Q7j 

13:30 Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (GF) 

15:00 Algiers (AH) 

15:00 - : Riyadh (SV) 

16-00 Doha (Q7) 

17:15 Dubai. Damascus (EK) 

21=25 Cairo (MS) 

2&50 ..... Tel Aviv ( LY 1 

02:30 Amsterdam rKL> 

M '-35 .... Rome ( A Z) 
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Royal Wings (RW) Flights j 

09ra0 Marka (RW) ( 

2050 Aqaba (RW)j 

HU A2 RAILWAY TRAIN ; 

Dep. Amman 8:00 aan. every | 
Monday 

Am Damascus 5:00 pan. every j 
Monday I 

Dep. Damascus 7d0 m 
every Sunday 

Air. Amman 5:00 pan. every 
Sundav 
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Upprr/lmvcr price in fils per kg. 

Apple 

Banana. 

700/500 

...-55Q/550 

Banana ( imported)... 
Cabbage 

...„.800/650 

IOfl/40 

Carrol 

290/200 

Cauliflower 716/150) 

Cucumber (large) .... 
Cucumber (small) 
EggplanL 

140/80 

220/170 

140/80 

Garlic 

700/500 

Grapes... 

. M0/26O 

Lemon 

Marrow (large).. 

Marrow (small) .. 

....370/180 

140/100 

250/200 

Onion (green) 

3OO/I80, 

Onion (dry). .. 

Olive (green).„.. 

Olive (black 1 

....J70/120{ 
.....450/400 
700/500 j 

Orance 

....350/350 

Pear 

Pepper (hot) 

Pepper (sweet) ......... 

Prxato ....... 

.....650/450 | 
....360/200 
...200/120 
.-340/180 
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Home News 

rown Prince delivers speech 
stressing people’s participation 
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AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan 
Wednesday stated that Jor- 
dan is .entering the 21st cen- 
tury armed with a good deal 
of experience in attaining 
economic growth and in 
pioneering political, social 
and cultural experiments. 

This, he maintain ed will 
help the Kingdom manage 
the challenges of the com- 
ing era- 

Prince Hassan's address 
was delivered on his behalf, 
by former Information 
Minister Ibrahim izzeddin, 
to the opening session of a 
workshop organised by the 
media and the Urban 
Development Society in 
conjunction with the Hous- 
ing and Urban Develop- 
ment Deportment. 

“Jordan is currently pur- 
suing the implementation 
of a national economic 
reform package with finan- 
cial procedures, structural 
changes and amendments 
to national laws in addition 
to administrative reforms. 
These are aimed at liberal- 
ising the national economy 
and enabling it to become 
competitive within the con- 
cept of globalisation.” 


Prince Hassan said. 

"Simultaneously, Jordan 
is traversing the path of 
political development, hav- 
ing completed concrete leg- 
islation which protects free- 
doms of expression, guar- 
antees political pluralism 
and paves the way for the 
emergence of a civil society 
able to cater to the chal- 
lenges the future brings." 
he added. 

The Prince said that Jor- 
dan has focused on social 
development and has suc- 
ceeded, in a relatively short 
period of lime, in ensuring 
academic and vocational 
training and public health 
sendees, in addition to its 
implementation of projects 
in housing and urban devel- 
opment 

He stressed that economic 
development must work 
jointly with human 
resources as was empha- 
sised in the United Nations 
Development Programme’s 
1996 report. 

“Any development which 
does not sene the public 
interest or does not cater to 
their extant needs will be 
met with passive attitudes 
on their pan and therefore 


the people's participation in 
the development process is 
obligatory and it is the 
media's duty to help attain 
that goal,” Prince Hassan 
slated. 

He also maintained that 
the state has a duty to facil- 
itate communications and 
remove burners on infor- 
mation provision while per- 
mitting those involved with 
the media to acquire train- 
ing and acquaint them- 
selves with modem 
methodologies. 

The. Crown Prince 
advised objectivity in ali 
those employed in the 
media and writing on 
development issues and 
urged the presentation of 
issues and problems with- 
out exaggeration nor belit- 
dement that these issues 
might he creditable in the 
public view. 

He also suggested a care- 
ful examination of the 
effects of modem technolo- 
gy on the cultural and 
social environment as well 
as technological and infor- 
mational methods of pro- 
moting socio-economic 
development. 


Princess participates in 
Parisian Golden Jubilee 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Deputis- 
ing for HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan, HRH Princess 
Sumaya Bint AJ Hassan par- 
took in the Golden Jubilee 
for the International Council 
of Museums (ICOM) Foun- 
dation which took place at 
the Louvre Museum in Paris. 

Participating in the cele- 
bration was the director gen- 
eral of UNESCO, the mayor 
of Paris, the French minister 
of culture; former U.Nj-Sec— 
retary General Javier -Perez'' 
de Cuellar, Queen Sonyav of 
Norway, Queen Margareth of 
Denmark and Prince Bernard 
of Holland among others. 

Princess Sumaya subse- 
quently attended a dinner 
banquet hosted by the French 
minister of culture. 



HRH Princess Sumaya Bint AJ Hassan 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FILMS 

* “Amor propio” at Institute Cervantes, Jabal 
Amman, on Thursday at 4:30 p.m. 

• Comedy “Dave” at the American Centre on 
Thursday at 5:00 p.m. 


EXHIBITION/SALE 

■ Exhibition/sale of antiques, crafts, old 
engravings, photographs, old maps and car- 
tography of Jerusalem and the Holy Lands at 
Urn Al Kundum on Airport Road off the Ara- 
bian Horse Club on Friday. 


Workers threaten to cut electricity 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Approximately 
3,000 Jordan Electric Power 
Company iJEPCO) employ- 
ees Wednesday instigated an 
open strike and threatened to 
cut electric power from 
Amman and other cities if 
their demands are not met. 

However, Minister of 
Labour Abdul Hafez 
Shnkhanbeh warned the 
strikers against cutting the 
power supplies, saying dial 
such action would be consid- 
ered as harming public secu- 
rity. 

The workers, who are 
employed at the JEPCO head 
office in Amman as well as 
other plants in Salt, Madaba 
and Zarqa, are demanding a 
fifteenth annual salary and a 


hardship allowance from 
company management. 

President of the Electricity 
Workers Union Khalifeh 
Ma'aitah (old the Jordan 
Tunes “our strike will con- 
tinue Thursday if the man- 
agement does not respond 
favourably to worker 
demands.” He also threat- 
ened the interruption of elec- 
tric power on Thursday and 
Friday if the management 
persisted in its refusal to 
engage in direct dialogue 
with the union. 

Mr. Ma'aitah maintained 
that “the strike is legal and 
legitimate and draws its 
sanction from Article 135 of 
the Jordanian Labour Law." 

He described stands taken 
by the Federation of Jordan- 
ian Labour Unions (FJLU) 
and the Ministry of Labour 


as "disappointing.” further 
stating that he felt that they 
have not adequately fulfilled 
their duties. 

He was referring to a fed- 
eration statement issued 
Tuesday which urged the 
strikers to reconsider their 
position and called the then- 
threatened strike as "illegal." 

"The workers totally disre- 
gard that statement as it does 
not reflect the philosophy of 
the labour movement in gen- 
eral and the electricity work- 
ers in particular," said Mr. 
Ma'aitah. 

However, he stated that the 
union is amenable to meet- 
ing with management and 
solving the problem through 
direct negotiations aimed at 
safeguarding the interests of 
both parties. 

Minister of Labour Abdul 


Hafez Shakhanbeh assured 
the Jordan Times of his 
investment in the provision 
of electric supplies to all cit- 
izens. He rejected union 
threats to disrupt electric 
power as an illegal action 
violating public security. 

He stared that he found the 
threatened strike “disturb- 
ing” and that he had met 
with the labour union and 
company management until 
early Wednesday rooming in 
a bid to avert the strike but 
that his efforts were in vain. 

"I am not in a position to 
say whether or not the work- 
ers* demands are just but I 
believe the issue can be set- 
tled through a rational dia- 
logue," Dr. Shakhanbeh 
maintained. 

“I assen that no one person 
is above the law and that 


workers are obligated to 
abide by the law. As the issue 
is now in the hands of a min- 
istry-appointed mediator, the 
workers ought to await the 
results of the arbitration, the 
minister added. 

He promised that “electric 
power [would] not be cut off 
in any form" and further 
warned that disruption of 
power supplies “ [wpuld] be 
considered as tampering 
with public security and 
[that] the ministry has alter- 
native methods to guarantee 
continued power supply to 
all recipients." 

Meanwhile, efforts are 
underway to persuade the 
workers to suspend their 
strike for an additional 43 
hours while awaiting for the 
official arbiter to duly 
resolve the issue. 


Defence in Ajloun case 
requests speedy trial 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Military prose- 
cution in the case of three 
men accused of subversion 
Wednesday rested their case 
at the State Security Court, 
opening the way for the 
defence to begin its argu- 
ments. 

Ikremah Mahmoud. 28, 
Yousef Ahmad, 27, and Alt 
Mahmoud, 27, from the 
Hashmeih town of Ajloun, 
are charged by the military 
prosecution with plotting to 
carry out extremist attacks 
and possessing illegal 
explosives with illicit Intent. 

In October, the three 
defendants pleaded guilty to 
illegal possession of explo- 
sives but dented charges that 
they intended to activate 
them. 

During Wednesday's court 
session, defence attorneys 
asked the military tribunal to 
accelerate the pace of the 
trial so that the defendants, 
if convicted, might “benefit 
from the Royal Amnesty 
offered by His Majesty the 
King.” 

“I am going to present my 
closing arguments in the 
next court session in an 
effort to quicken the pace of 
the trial so that if my clients 
are convicted they might 
benefit from a Royal par- 
don,” Attorney Radi 
Ghareibeh said. 

The prosecution alleges 
that the three men collected 
land mines from an Ajloun 
field in Nov. of 1995 and 
planned to target visiting 
Israeli tourists in the area. 


However, the three were 
apprehended by authorities 
before any such attack took 
place. 

In Wednesday’s court ses- 
sion, the tribunal heard the 
last prosecution witness, a 
captain in the engineering 
battalion, who told the court 
that'the land, from which the 
defendants allegedly pulled 
the mines, was surrounded 
with barbed wire and that 
there were several signs 
warning against the danger 
of trespass. 

“We do annual mainte- 
nance work on the barbed 
wire and no one is supposed 
to enter the area and there- 
fore [anyone doing so] must 
be entering illegally,” he 
told the court. 

According to Attorney 
Ghareibeh, Ajloun commu- 
nity leaders as well as the 
families of the three defen- 
dants met with Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
Wednesday qioming asking 
that the three youths be 
included in the Royal 
Amnesty. 

“The prime minister 
assured them that he will 
help as soon as a verdict is 
issued in die case of the 
three men,” Mr. Ghareibeh 
told the Jordan Tunes. 

According to officials, 
some 1,600 person’s cases 
are to be examined under the 
amnesty, which does not 
cover prisoners convicted of 
menacing national security, 
espionage, rape or murder. 

At the close of the session, 
the military tribunal set Dec. 
7 to hear the defendants' tes- 
timony in the case. 


‘British interest in business ties 
with the Kingdom expanding 9 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — British interest 
in conducting business with 
Jordan is continuing to grow 
with several joint ventures 
having already been set up 
in the past year and others in 
the pipeline and the London 
government is strongly 
encouraging the trend, 
according to officials at the 
British embassy here. 

British exports to the 
Kingdom increased by 23 
per cent so far this year as 
compared to its correspond- 
ing period last year, but Jor- 
danian exports to the U.K. 
slipped by four per cent dur- 
ing the same period, said 
Roger S. Sykes, commercial 
secretary at the embassy. 

Briefing the local press 
mainly on a British initiative 
on global free trade to be 
launched at a World Trade 
Organisation meeting in 
Singapore next month, Mr. 
Sykes and Samar S. Ashqar, 
senior commercial officer at 
the embassy, were strongly 
upbeat regarding prospects 
for die continued enhance- 
ment of Jordaniaa-British 
economic ties. 

Among the tangible signs 
of growth in business rela- 
tions, they said, were an 80 
per cent increase in the 
number of British business- 
men visiting Jordan and a 25 
per cent increase in the 
number of inquiries the 
commercial section ai the 
embassy is receiving from 
Jordanian businessmen in 
addition to a growing num- 
ber of companies opening 



Roger S. Skyes 

regional offices in the King- 
dom. 

At least four British com- 
mercial events were held in 
Jordan this year, including a 
British week in June. 

British companies have 
already invested several 
millioD sterling pounds in 
Jordan, prominent among 
diem a three-million pound 
investment by Readymade 
Mix Concrete, (which 
expects to raise the stake of 
10 million pounds in three 
years), and a 1.5 million 
pound joint venture involv- 
ing Fhosrock, a construction 
chemicals company. 

The Lewis Trust Group, 
which operates 18 hotels in 
Spain and Israel, is building 
a 300-bed hotel at Aqaba 
and several other British 
firms are closely involving 
in supplying equipment and 
consultancy services to the 
dozens of new hotels com- 
ing up in the Kingdom. 

Eighteen Jordanian com- 
panies have licensing 
arrangements with British 


firms. 

A British delegation head- 
ed by Michael Thomas of 
the Middle East Associa- 
tion, a London-based advi- 
sor to the Committee for 
Middle East Trade, is sched- 
uled to pay a four-day visit 
to Jordan beginning today, 
Mr. Sykes said. 

Ms. Asqhar said that in 
addition to exploring busi- 
ness opportunities, Mr. 
Thomas would also discuss 
details related to holding the 
next meeting of a joint com- 
mittee with the Jordan Busi- 
nessmen's Association 
(JBA). 

The joint committee, 
which was set up during 
British Prime Minister John 
Major’s visit last year, holds 
two meetings every year, 
one in Jordan and the other 
in Britain. 

Ms. Ashqar said British 
exports to' Jordan were 
worth 120 million sterling 
pounds in 1995 while Jor- 
danin exports to Britain 
were worth 24 million 
pounds. 

While Jordan's imports of 
British products went up by 
23 per cent so. far this year, 
the Kingdom's exports to 
Britain dipped by four per 
cent 

Mr. Sykes said that seed- 
less grapes were one of the 
major items that Jordan 
exports to Britain. Other 
items include garments and 
traditional products. 

Ms. Ashqar said the 
embassy was planning 10 
trade missions to Jordan in 
1997 and a major exhibition 
of British products in May. 
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A journey through the holy sites of Jordan 


By Ghalia AJul 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Are you look- 
ing for a safe place for your 
belongings? for a healing 
place? for a judge to settle 
your disputes? Turn to 
nature. Or at least this is 
what people used to do 
hundreds of years ago — 
and some still do. 

This was the theme of 
architect Ammar Kham- 
mash’s lecture on the Holy 
sites of Jordan Tuesday. 
Jordan, he said, contains 
many historical sites which 
at one point served as reli- 
gious and social institutions 
to which people resorted 
for spiritual healing and 
comfort. 

“It may be said that Jor- 
dan, with its blessed land, 
and with- its wealth of 


sacred sites, is in itself a 
spiritual treasure with the 
potential to grace the lives 
of all those who visit it,” 
HRH Prince Chazi says in 
the introduction of a book 
entitled rhe Holy Sites of 
Jordan. 

Mr. Khammash used the 
book and its premise as a 
reference for his lecture. 

In the introduction, the 
Prince explains that Jordan 
has four rypes of Islamic 
holy sites: ’graves where a 
blessed personage. a 
prophet or a companion is 
actually corporeally buried, 
shrines where a blessed 
personage is not necessarily 
corporeally buried but has 
visited and graced during . 
his/her lifetime or even 
after his/her death ... (in 
another’s vision or mystical 
state) and has consecrated 


to God. as well as other 
religious sites. Other sites 
include historical sites 
associated with important 
events in the course of the 
history of a specific reli- 
gion. 

“God has blessed particu- 
lar people and particular 
places, just as He blessed 
particular months, days and 
trees such as the olive 
among other trees." 

In his lecture, Mr. Kham- 
mash led the audience on a 
voyage from north to 
south and shed light on the 
ways in which people 
utilised different sites in 
their daily lives as social 
institutions. 

He asserted that people 
strongly wished to have a 
physical connection with 
these sites by leaving fabric 
on them or tinting the walls 



The tomb oT Prophet Haroim in Petra (Photo from the book Holy Sites of Jordan by 
Fakhry Malkawi) 


with henna. 

They combined particular 
sites into an integral insti- 
tute which could serve as 
bank, hospital, or court to 
settle their disputes. 

In Sarfah, near Karak. lies 
the shrine of Prophet 
Suleiman, son of the 
Prophet Daoud and his suc- 
cessor as King of Israel. 
Prophet Suleiman is 
believed to have had con- 
trol over the wind and jinns 
and an ability to understand 
the language of the birds, 
said Mr. Khammash. Near 
the shrine, he added, exists 
a tree which local people 
perceived as having a heal- 
ing power and control over 
the wind. 

Mr. Khammash talked 
about his personal experi- 
ence with diverse holy sites 
in Jordan. A particularly 
rivetting story was of a 
severely ill man who lived 
four kilometres away from 
the tree in Sarfah. While 
Mr. Khammash was look- 
ing for the shrine few years 
ago, this man heard of the 
search and begged to be 
taken to the tree to seek a 
cure for his illness. During 
the long walk the weak man 
was stumbling until he saw 
the tree at which point he 
began to run with excite- 
ment. 

Mr. Khammash continued 
saying that near the 
entrance of Prophet 
Suleiman’s tomb, shep- 
herds left their belongings 
and some coins. "Who 
would dans to take these 


coins?” be asked estimating 
a probable prevailing 
thought. 

In Al Balkan village, 
southwest of Karak, there is 
an African, tree called 
"Speena Christy" whose 
name stands for spine and 
Christ, Mr. Khammash 
said, describing another 
holy site. He added that 
local people had feelings of 
respect and fear towards the 
tree in which there are 
small rooms used for light- 
ing candles in the evenings. 
People of Balkan told Mr. 
Khammash that once a man 
cut a branch from the tree 
and then proceeded to fall 
til until he sat under the 
tree and begged for for- 
giveness. 

One of the sites which 
lost its role as a social insti- 
tution, Mr. Khammash 
explicated, is the tomb of 
Prophet Yosha’ near Salt. 
He said that the shrine 
crumbled through time, 
adding that it was one of 
the shrines where pilgrims 
left pieces of green fabric in 
the belief that if they left 
their personal possessions 
near the sites they would be 
restored to health. 

He said that some sites 
which have disintegrated 
with time are currently 
neglected. 

Mr. Khammash urged that 
these sites be protected by 
safeguarding and not by 
renovation, referring to 
attempts to destroy certain 
sites in order to construct 
new buildings. 



The shrine of Prophet Sulayman in Sarfah near Karak (Photo from the book Holy 
Sites of Jordan by Fakhry Malkawi 


In Ma'an, south of 
Amman, there was an 
arrangement of cube hous- 
es, which again have dis- 
solved through neglect, Mr. 
Khammash said. In one of 
the houses, he added, exist- 
ed five graves with green 
fabric and candles. And on 
the walls there were traces 
of henna. All this showed 
that the house was used to 
link people to nature which, 
in their conception, was 
powerful. 

Near the ancient city of 
Petra, he said, lies the site 
of Prophet Haroun. The 
site had many temples and 
most importantly therein 
existed a crescent 500 years 
before Islam which was 
later adopted in mosques, 
Mr. Khammash said. 


He emphasised the 
importance of continuity 
which has preserved certain 
themes of the past. 

Mr. Khammash said the 
tomb of Prophet Haroun is 
situated on a mountain top 
outside Petra. Prophet 
Haroun was die elder broth- 
er of Prophet Musa and the 
descendant of Prophet 
Ibrahim. The tomb, which 
Mr. Khammash described 
as a “powerful place” is 
still nicely preserved. 

Mr. Khammash also 
talked about other sites 
viewed by people as holy 
places. He said that people 
used to store their harvest 
under an oak tree in Al 
Mastaba between Amman 
and Jerash near the site of 
Prophet Hud. The book, 


Holy Sites of Jordan, talked 
about the story of Hud as 
mentioned in the Qur’an. It 
described Hud as being sent 
to people to warn them to 
worship the one God and 
when they 'accused him of 
madness, God sent them a 
terrible drought as a warn- 
ing and when they still did 
not heed that he sent further 
punishments and eventual- 
ly destroyed them with the 
exception of Hud and his 
faithful who escaped. 

For that reason people 
stored their harvest under 
that tree near the tomb of 
Prophet Hud. 

Mr. Khammash conclud- 
ed by saying that people are 
mining back to spirituality 
and beliefs of the past. 
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d News 


Aid agencies ring alarm bell 


on refugees missing in Zaire 


MINOVA. Zaire (R) — As a 
reluctant world backed 
away from an armed inter- 
vention force in ceniral 
Africa, international agen- 
cies rang alarm bells Wed- 
nesday over the fate of hun- 
dreds of thousands of re- 
fugees. 

“There are hundreds of 
thousands still out there, we 
are doing our best to locate 
them, but several thousands 
fled fighting into the hills." 
said Peter Kessler, spokes- 
man with the U.N. Refugee 
agency. UNHCR. 

He said the world had 
focused on the mass exodus 
of some half-a-million Hum 
refugees from eastern Zaire 
to Rwanda, but virtually 
forgotten about an estimat- 
ed 500.000 in the Bukavu 
area, south of Lake Kivu, 
whose exact whereabouts 
are now unknown. 

“These people have a ba- 
sic human right to food, but 
no-one is getting into that 
area." Mr. Kessler added. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Hutu refugees fled back into 
Rwanda last weekend to 
escape fighting between 
Zairean rebels, supported by 
Rwanda, and soldiers from 
Rwanda's Hutu-dominated 
ex-army and militias, who 


organised the 1994 Rwan- 
dan genocide. 

Reports from eastern 
Zaire said the area was 
awash with heavily-armed 
rebels. 

Regional experts believe 
the rebels, sharing the 
Rwandan government’s dis- 
taste for any outside inter- 
vention. fear a major huma- 
nitarian operation would 
encourage the remaining 
refugees to stay rather than 
return home. 

Some analysts also specu- 
lated the rebels, who broke 
the hold of the Hutu gun- 
men over the refugees last 
week in the Goma area with 
heavy artillery assaults, also 
wanted to hunt down and 
finish off their foes before 
any U.N. force arrived. 

But the force may never 
arrive. 

The United States has 
scaled back its commitment 
and Canada, the country due 
to lead the emergency force, 
said Tuesday the mission 
was on hold until meetings 
this week clarified what was 
happening in the region. 

Journalists in eastern 
Zaire said the countryside 
was littered with bodies of 
people who had been caught 
up in the three-cornered 


conflict among Zairean 
array troops, hardline Hutu 
refugees and local Tutsis. 

In Ottawa. Canadian Fo- 
reign Minister Lloyd Ax- 
worthy said a political 
meeting on the situation 
would be held in New York 
Wednesday, followed by a 
military meeting in Stutt- 
gart. Germany, Thursday. 

“Decisions are not being 
made until those evalua- 
tions are finished." he said. 

He said the situation was 
so fluid in eastern Zaire and 
information so fragmented 
that Canada and other par- 
ticipants needed a clearer 
picture to take a decision. 

The U.N. Security Coun- 
cil has authorised a mission 
to get aid to the Rwandan 
refugees and help get them 
home. 

More than a million Hutus 
fled Rwanda in mid- 1 994 
after the country was over- 
run by Tutsi rebels, now in 
government, after the geno- 
cide of up to a million 
Tutsis and moderate Hutus 
by the Hutu extremists. 

Grisly evidence of the ter- 
ror that has rained down on 
eastern Zaire was found by 
journalists Wednesday. 

A Reuters correspondent 
drove into the hills behind 


Sri Lanka mounts air strikes on rebels 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri 
Lankan fighter jets bombed 
two Tamil Tiger guerrilla 
bases in the north of this 
Indian Ocean island, an air 
force spokesman said Wed- 
nesday. 

“We took two targets 
given by intelligence.” he 
told Reuters. “We’re now 
monitoring rebel radio 
transmissions to assess the 
damage and their casual- 
ties." 

Tuesday’s attacks targeted 
Liberation Tigers Of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) bases at 
Pooneiyn and Kokavil, mil- 
itary officials said. 

LTTE clandestine radio 
said two Kfir jets took part 
in the air raid. It gave no 
further details. 

Two other rebel positions 


were hit in airstrikes in the 
Thoppigala jungle of east- 
ern Batticaloa district over 
the weekend, the air force 
spokesman said. 

Local newspapers said the 
air strikes were aimed at pre- 
empting LTTE attacks during 
the Tamil Tigers’ “heroes’ 
week”, when rebel forces tra- 
ditionally stage attacks to 
honour fallen fighters. 

Security forces went on 
full alert Tuesday, the start 
of hero es’ w eek. 

The LTTE has fought' the 
Sinhalese-dominated gov- 
ernment for 13 years for an 
independent homeland for 
minority Tamils in Sri 
Lanka's north and east 
It has not commented on 
heroes' week, which culmi- 
nates with the 42nd birthday 


of rebel leader Velupillai 
Prabha karan on Nov. 26. 

The LTTE has in the past 
marked the week with 
attacks on milita^ installa- 
tions and remote Sinhalese 
villages bordering northern 
and eastern regions. 

At least one soldier was 
killed Wednesday and four 
seriously wounded when 
their saracen armoured per- 
sonnel carrier was blown up 
by a rebel mine near Kodi- 
kamam in northern Jaffna, a 
military spokesman said. 

“The vehicle caught fire 
but we managed to take out 
seven people,” he said. 

The government says 
more than 50,000 people 
have been killed since the 
separatist war began in 
1983. 


Indian politics hits rocky patch 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s 
right-wing Hindu opposi- 
tion party forced the abrupt 
adjournment of the upper 
house of parliament Wed- 
nesday us tension built 
within the governing coali- 
tion over economic policy. 

Vice-president Kocheri! 
Raman Narayanan ad- 
journed the Rajya Sabha. or 
upper house, amid an up- 
roar over populous Uttar 
Pradesh state, where for 
weeks the nation's three 
major political groupings 
have been fruitlessly jock- 
eying for power. 

It was a noisy start to the 
winter session of parlia- 
ment. which reconvened 
only briefly Wednesday af- 
ter a three-month break. 
The lower house, or Lok 
Sabha. was also quickly ad- 
journed to mourn a de- 
ceased member. 

The month-long session 
was expected to lest the 
strength of Prime Minister 
H.D. Deve Gowda’s centre- 
left minority government in 
the face of the opposition 
Bharativa Janata Party 
(BJP>. ' 

The Hindu nationalist BJP 
is keen to exploit tensions 
within Deve Gowda's six- 
month-old. 13-party coali- 
tion. 

The BJP wasted no time 
raising a complaint over the 
logjam med political scene 


in Uttar Pradesh, the na- 
tion's most populous state 
with 140 million people. 

The right-wing BJP 
emerged as the biggest sin- 
gle party in recent state 
assembly elections but short 
of an outright majority. 
Deve Gowda's United Front 
coalition came in second, 
and the Congress Party, 
allied with a regional party 
representing the lowest 
Hindu Castes, came in third. 

Congress, which is pro- 
viding” make-or-break sup- 
port to Deve Gowda's coali- 
tion in the federal parlia- 
ment but has not joined the 
government, had demanded 
that the United Front sup- 
port its candidate to become 
Uttar Pradesh chief minis- 
ter. 

But the United Front dec- 
lined. stoking tension with 
congress. Then last month. 
President Shankar Dayal 
Sharma imposed federal 
rule over the state after the 
sparring parties were unable 
to form a local government. 

“The continuance of pres- 
ident's rule in Uttar Pradesh 
is against the constitutional 
norms.” opposition leader 
Sikandar Bakht of the BJP 
told the upper house 
Wednesday. 

He was quickly drowned 
out by government support- 
ers, and Narayanan ad- 
journed the session until 


Thursday. 

Later Wednesday, the 
United Front's policy-mak- 
ing steering committee was 
scheduled to meet against a 
backdrop of rising tension 
between free traders and 
communists. 

Finance Minister P. Chi- 
dambaram. who is spear- 
heading the government's 
economic liberalisation pro- 
gramme. Tuesday lashed 
out ar Deve Gowda's com- 
munist supporters for criti- 
cising reforms. 

“One cannot be in the go- 
vernment and criticise it." 
the press Trust of India quo- 
ted Chidambaram os saying. 
“We will not keep quiet if 
the social and economic 
reforms are criticised.” 

The finance minister said 
his regional party from Ta- 
mil Nadu state would have 
to review its support for 
Deve Gowda if the Com- 
munists held up reforms. 

Han an Mollah. a member 
of the Communist Party of 
India-Marxist's central 
committee, told Reuters that 
his part)’ did not want to 
disrupt the government. 

But he said the Commu- 
nists opposed the govern- 
ment's pl an to sell off stakes 
in state-ow ned firms and to 
ease restrictions on foreign 
firms' equity investments, in 
India. 


Shuttle deploys U.S.-German satellite 


CAPE CANAVERAL, 
Florida (R) — A small U.S.- 
German telescope was 
placed into orbit Tuesday 
by the crew of space shuttle 
Columbia, eight hours into 
a 1 6-day science mission. 

The Orfeus-Spas satellite 
was released from the 
mechanical grip of the shut- 
tle’s 50 ft- ( 15 metre i long 
robot arm at 11:11 p.m. Est 
(0411 GMT) as Columbia 
soared over the Pacific 
Ocean, off the coast of Peru. 

Shuttle skipper Ken 
Cockrell then fired manoeu- 
vring jets to pul a safe dis- 
tance between the two craft. 


They will orbit about 60 
miles (97 km) apart. 

The deployment was one 
hour. 15 minutes late after 
pre-flight tests fell behind 
schedule, partly due lo com- 
munications difficulties. 

“The satellite iwast dec- 
lared in good health by 
ground controllers, their 
checks just taking a bit lon- 
ger than anticipated." NASA 
spokesman James Hartsfield 
said from mission control in 
Houston, Texas. 

The orbiting observato- 
ry’s three-foot (1 -metro 
telescope will be trained on 
the interstellar gases that lie 


between the stars. This 
mysterious matter forms the 
building blocks of stars and 
is shed from stars as the die. 

“By understanding these 
apparently arcane questions 
of interstellar gases we're 
learning a little bit about the 
eventual future of our very 
own solar system, as well as 
the general life cycle of 
birth and death in the 
galaxy.’’ said Mark Hurwitz. 
one of the project scientists. 

The Orfeus-Spas will fly 
free of Columbia for nearly 
two weeks before being 
picked up again by the shut- 
tle's robot arm. 


Australian 
murderer 
not insane 
— court 


HOBART, Australia (R) - 
Australian mass murderer 
Martin Bryant was not 
criminally insane when he 
ginned down 35 people at 
Port Arthur in April, but 
was suffering from a per- 
sonality disorder, a court 
was told Wednesday. 

“There is no such (insan- 
ity) defence available to 
him." prosecutor Damian 
Bugg told the Tasmanian 
Supreme Court, referring 
to the findings of a psychi- 
atric report on Mr. Bryant 
Mr. Bryant two weeks 
ago week reversed bis pre- 
vious pleas and confessed 
to murdering 35 people at 
the Port Arthur historic 
convict site on the island 
state of Tasmania on April 
28. 

But Mr. Bryant's lawyer 
John Avery Wednesday 
told the court his client 
would give no explanation 
for his killing spree. 

“I am instructed to make 
no submissions or place 
before the court any expla- 
nation or reason for this 
massacre, other than can be 
gleaned from the medical 
material." Mr. Avery said at 
the end of a two-day sen- 
tencing hearing. 

The court will sit again 
for sentencing Friday. 

A psychiatric report on Mr. 
Bryant before the court said 
the 29-ycar-old suffered 
from a personality disorder 
known as asperger’s syn- 
drome. which affects about 
three per cent of ihe popula- 
tion. and in some ways is 
similar to autism. 

Asperger's syndrome 
cannot be treated and iLs 
origins are unknowm. 

The prosecution says Mr. 
Bryant planned the mas- 
sacre for months and has 
asked for him to be jailed 
for life, without parole. 

Mr. Bryant's lawyer 
Avery agreed that a life 
sentence would be right for 
Ihe killer. “The accused 
revels in the notoriety he 
has achieved, but in a sim- 
ple way he accepts the 
enormity of bis actions." 
Mr. Avery said. 

“Martin Bryant acccpLs 
that in all probability he 1 
will never he released from 
prison and will die there 
and he also accepts that 
will be not an inappropriate 
sentence." he said. 

“An answer for the burn- 
ing question ‘why?' must 
for the timeheing remain 
with the accused." Mr. 
Avery added. 

On Tuesday, the court 
was told that Mr. Bryant 
took less than two minutes 
to slaughter 20 people, all 
at close range as they ate 
their lunch. 
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Sake but was blocked by 
Zairean rebels outside a 
small village and ordered to 
turn round. 

In the bush at the side of 
the road were the bodies of 
at least three people. Jour- 
nalists who tried to count 
the bodies were told 
brusquely to turn around 
and leave. 

On a road going into the 
Masisi region, journalists 
discovered a mother, father 
and five children who had 
been killed with machetes, 
clubs and bullets. 

A child strapped to its 
mother's back lay with its 
head entirely smashed open 
and its brains on the road. 

The entire area around 
Kirotshce, Minova and Sake 
to the west of Lake Kivu 
was controlled by heavily- 
armed Zairean rebels, some 
of them no more than 10 
years old. 

Local people said that 
some 7,000 people from 
Bukavu camp who had tried 
to move northwards to- 
wards Goma last week to 
join the refugee flow home 
had been blocked by Hutus 
belonging to the Imeraham- 
we militia halfway along 
Lake Kivu. 




President Clinton addresses a joint sitting of the Australian Parliament in the House 
Wednesday. President Clinton is on a four-day visit to Australia (Reuter photo) 
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CANBERRA (R) — U.S. 
President Bill Clinton, in his 
first major foreign-policy 
speech since his re-election, 
called Wednesday for a dee- 
per engagement with China 
and reaffirmed Washing- 
ton's commitment to the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

In a wide-ranging speech 
to the Australian parliament, 
Mr. Clinton praised Austra- 
lia for its recent diplomatic 
leadership on a nuclear test 
ban treaty and said nothing 
need come between the two 
historic allies in the Pacific. 

But four days before a 
meeting with Chinese Pre- 
sident Jiang Zemin. Mr. 
Clinton addressed his real 
message to China — reas- 
suring Beijing that the 
United States had no inter- 
est in trying to contain the 
Asian giant. 

"The direction China 
takes in the years to come, 
the way they define its 
greatness in the future, will 
help to decide whether the 
next century is one of con- 
flict or cooperation.” Mr. 
Clinton told a joint session 
of both houses of parlia- 
ment. 


Striking a reassuring tone, 
he added: ‘The United 
States has no interest in 
containing China. That is a 
negative sLrategy. 

“What the United States 
wants is to sustain an en- 
gagement with China ... in a 
way that will increase the 
chances that there will be 
more liberty and more pros- 
perity." he said. 

Mr. Clinton's comments 
came after a meeting with 
Australian Prime Minister 
John Howard. 

Mr. Howard has tried to 
boost tics with Washington 
since being elected at the 
head of a conservative 
coalition in March but has 
seen Australia’s relations 
with China suffer as a 
result. 

Mr. .Clinton told the par- 
liament that the United 
Slates, even though it re- 
tained close ties with Eu- 
rope. must look to the east 
no less than to the west. 

“First we share the view 
of almost every nation in 
Asia that a strong American 
security presence remains 
the bedrock.for regional sta- 
bility.” he said. 


“We will maintain about 
100.000 troops across the 
Pacific jusi as we maintain 
about 100.000 troops in 
Europe. We will keep them 
well-trained, well-equipped 
and well-prepared." he said. 

“We will continue to revi- 
talise our core alliances, 
both bilaterally and region- 
ally. 

‘These efforts, let me say 
clearly, are not directed 
against any nation. They are 
intended to advance securi- 
ty and stability for everyone 
so that we can grow togeth- 
er and work together, all of 
us, in the new century." Mr. 
Clinton said. 

Mr. Clinton meets with 
China's leader before the 
start of a round of talks on 
trade issues at the Asia- 
Pacific Economic Coopera- 
tion (APEC) forum. 

He also plans talks Sun- 
day with Japanese Prime 
Minister Ryutaro Hashimo- 
to and South Korean Pre- 
sident Kim Young-Sam. 

Mr. Clinton reaffirmed 
Washington's military com- 
mitment to maintaining sta- 
bility in Lhe Asia-Pacific 
region, citing a decision for 


2.500 U.S. marines to train 
in nonhem Australia. 

"They are seriously a 
powerful symbol and a con- 
crete manifestation of our 
place to protect stability in 
the Pacific,” said Mr. Clin- 
ton. 

In July, Washington and 
Canberra signed a defence 
agreement aimed at bolster- 
ing security ties by upgrad- 
ing joint U.S.- Australia 
military facilities, the estab- 
lishment of a small marine 
base in Australia and boost- w 
ing joint training. 

The move prompted Bei- 
jing to accuse Australia of 
being used by Washington 
as part of a containment 
pincer with Japan. 

Borrowing a phrase used 
by Mr. Howard to describe 
his foreign policy attitudes; 
Mr. Clinton said “the U.S. 
need not choose between 
our history and our geogra- 
phy. We need not choose 
between Europe and Asia." 

“In a global economy with 
global security challenges, 
America must look to the 
cast no less than it looks to 
the west.” Mr. Clinton said. 
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U.S.-China talks open with warning on Taiwan 


BEIJING <R\ — China 
opened Sino-American 
talks Wednesday with a 
demand for an end to “mas- 
sive" U.S. arms sales to Tai- 
wan and a warning that fail- 
ure to manage tensions over 
the island would disrupt 
lies. 

U.S. Secretary of Slate 
Warren Christopher played 
down differences with Bei- 
jing and stressed President 
Bill Clinton's desire to take 
positive steps in the rela- 
tionship. 

“The question of Taiwan 
is the core issue of Sino- 
American relations." Chi- 
nese Foreign Minister Qian 
Qichcn told a news confer- 
ence with Mr. Christopher 
at the start of day-long talks 
that will also include meet- 
ings with President Jiang 
Zemin and Premier Li Peng. 

“If well-handled, then the 
Sino-U.S relationship can 
grow smoothly. If mishan- 
dled. then our bilateral rela- 
tionship will be subject to 
disruptions.” he said. 

“We attach importance to 
the commitments made by 
the LkS. government on the 
question of Taiwan. But we 
pay more attention to their 
actions.” 

Asked how Washington 
could promote stability 
across ihe Taiwan strait. Mr. 
Qian referred to the 1982 
Sino-U.S. communique vo- 
wing an eventual end to 


U.S. arms sales to Taiwan, 
saying: “We can only feel 
reassured when this promise 
is turned into reality.” 

Despite the tough words, 
state department spokesman 
Nicholas Bums later said 
Mr. Christopher had “a 
good series of discussions 
with Minister Qian but there 
is more work to do with 
Premier Li Peng and Presi- 
dent Jiang Zemin. We 
achieved what wc wanted 
— a comprehensive discus- 
sion on a range of issues." 

Mr. Bums refused to go 
into detail hut said he did 
not expect the two sides to 
announce at day’s end a 
specific blueprint for put- 
ting a 1985 peaceful nuclear 
cooperation pact into effect. 

Officials said Mr. Chris- 
topher and Mr. Qian's dis- 
cussion of Taiwan was more 
constructive than Mr. 
Qian's comments may have 
suggested. The secretary did 
not promise to end arms 
sales lo Taiwan. 

In an inauspicious begin- 
ning to talks Washington 
considers key to ensuring 
troubled Sino-American ties 
arc on the mend. Mr. Chris- 
topher was nearly 30 min- 
utes late for the Mr. Qian 
meeting. 

But Mr. Burns dismissed 
the delay as "not a big deal" 
because the Chinese were 
informed in advance that 
Mr. Christopher would be 


late so he could hold a last- 
minute talk by telephone 
with officials travelling 
with Mr. Clinton in Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr. Christopher's visit is 
his first to Beijing since a 
disastrous trip in 1994. He 
and Mr. Qian arc laying 
ground for talks in Manila 
Sunday between Mr. Clin- 
ton and Mr. Jiang. 

The United Stales has 
made much of its concerns 
about China's willingness to 
sell nuclear technology and 
advanced conventional 
weapons to Iran and mis- 
siles to Pakistan. 

Mr. Christopher said en- 
rouie to Beijing he would 
again urge China to end 
nuclear cooperation with 
Iran and other officials said 
concerns about missiles 
transfers would also be dis- 
cussed. 

Mr. Qian used his openin'! 
statement at the news con- 
ference to insist China was 
not engaging in nuclear pro- 
liferation and in fact had 
stepped up efforts to control 
nuclear exports. 

The United States has 
held up a 1985 agreement 
on peaceful nuclear cooper- 
ation because of concerns 
over Beijing's nuclear sales 
Although the two sides have 
recently begun talks aimed 
at allowing the accord to 
proceed. China is eaccr to 
buy billions of dollars worth 


of nuclear power reactors 
from U.S. firms. 

Mr. Qian said China had 
upheld a 1 994 commitment . 
not to sell missiles to desla-f 
bilising regions and was 
concerned “about massive 
sales by the United States of 
advanced weapons to Tai- 
wan." 

Washington insists selling 
millions of dollars worth of 
"defensive" military equip- 
ment to Taiwan — includ- 
ing aircraft, ships and air- 
dcfencc missiles — is con- 
sistent w ith the Taiwan rela- 
tions act and the 1982 joint 
communique. 

The United States broke 
relations with Taiwan in 
1979 and recognised Com- 
munist China. But it main- 
tains unofficial ties with the 
island which China consid- 
ers a renegade province. 

Mr. Qian promised that 
"on the basis of equality. 
China stands ready" to help j 
Washington on non-prolif- 
erations and global security 
issues. He also said Beijing 
was ready to speed talks cm 
China's entry into the world 
trade organisation. 

Mr. Christopher stressed 
that Mr. Clinton “recognises 
the enormous importance of 
China and the great poten- 
tial of broader (bilateral) 
cooperation." The president 
was “anxious to take posi- 
tive steps in this relation- 
ship." he said. 
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Belgian committee to take up minister’s sex case 


BRUSSELS (R) — A Belgian parliamentary commission is 
set to decide whether a deputy prime minister should he 
referred to court over allegations of sex with under-age 
boys. 

The commission, which will meet at 10 a.m. (0900 
GMT), must decide whether charges in a report from the 
Brussels prosecutor-general arc grave enough to refer 
deputy Prime Minister Elio Di Rupn to the Cour De 
Cassation, the country's highest court. 

Mr. Di Rupo, 45. docs not deny being a homosexual hut 
says he had sex only with consenting adults. 

“I repeat for the umpteenth time that l have never been 
involved in paedophilia. What is happening now to me real- 
ly seems like political scheming." he told reporters 


Tuesday. 

Homosexuality is not a crime in Belgium. Sex with chil- 
dren younger than 16 is. 

Francophone Socialist Di Rupo is a member of the so- 

called core cabinet of Belgium's centre-left coalition 
government. 

He. lhe llircc oilier depuiv prime ministers and Prime 
Mmisicr Jean-Uv Dehacne form a mam or five which 

eoumrj . Their decisions am usually 
rubber stamped by the full cabinet. 
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' ^ ,L * burning wing of a United Express commuter plane after It crashed on the runway at 

- 8<Jdwin Field in Quincy with a King Air privately owned plane Tuesday. The collision killed at least 13 people, 
is^Biorlties slid ( Reuter photo) 

’""■""•a, Planes explode in U.S. runway collision; 13 die 


QUINCY, Illinois (R; — A 
LJlft regional commuter plane hit 
™ a small plane and exploded 
-■$. munr^ , in a fireball as it landed at 
!,? m Aiisirjii.' an Illinois airport Tuesday, 
die killing as many as 13 people 


d -yrnkj^ un board the two aircraft. 


fanucsia, - police and witnesses said. 

1 protect ,iy ^ rilot who saw the crash 
tic. - ' said the commuter plane 
k had just landed and was rae- 
h wig down the runway when 
a ' \ivn-i? : ir ivas hit ^y u small private 
... " ,c plane lakina off on another 
nuirn^, Runway. “ 

- ^ hr "The two aircraft impaci- 
f., \ - ? al J I 1C intersection nf two 
“Ctlme.-.^. runway s...ihej just explod- 
fftjli i. ed," Mike Coultas tuld 
‘‘UMralt-jjai-rNlsl. 

travnfi&c “The small plane up- 
•'? p^mrt paired to intbeu itself m the 

u Atif, 

ed ri Wj 


larger plane... they were 
locked together and en- 
gulfed in flames.” Mr. Coul- 
tas said, ‘it was a very big 
fire.” 

Police said the Great 
Lakes Aviuiion/l'micd Ex- 
press Flight 5025 from 
Chicago via Burlington. Io- 
wa. struck the .smaller plane 
on landing at Quincy's 
Baldwin Field Municipal 
airpon. 

"There are no survivors.” 
Quincy Deputy Police Chief 
John Lalour told CNN. He 
said the crash occurred at 
6:02 p.m. Est (2300 GMT i. 

, "We believe there were 
nine passengers on that 
plane along with a crcv. of 
two jn-j possibly !wt» peo- 


ple in the private plane.” the 
police officer said. La tour 
said he could not con firm 
the exact number of fatali- 
ties until the passenger ma- 
nifest of the 1 9-seater com- 
muter plane was obtained. 

Mr. Coultas said the larger 
commuter aircraft had al- 
ready landed and -the small- 
er plane should not have 
been rolling down the other 
runway for take-off. 

"I could not believe what I 
saw,” the pilot told CNN. 

"The commuter plane had 
landed and was rolling at 
60-70 mpb. The smaller 
plane was probably running 
at least at that to get its 
momentum for take-off,” 
.Vir. Coultas said. 


Firelighters said the 
flames were contained on 
the runway within about 15 
minutes, though two small 
fires were still burning. 

Quincy police Chief Mi- 
chael Devos* said authorities 
had secured the crash scene 
and would wait for the arrival 
of investigators from Federal 
Aviation Administration And 
National Transportation Safe- 
ty Board, who were expected 
Wednesday. 

"There is very little to be 
done out there tonight.” he 
said. 

Quincy is located on the 
Mississippi River, 1 70 kilo- 
metres north of St. Louis 
and 340 kilometres south 
west of Chicago. 


Thai coalition shows signs of conflict 


*'i j iimu.' 

ih J ^an BANGKOK (AFP) — 
11 *= J ph-* Thailand's would-be gov- 
A'v.jrJutj. eminent coalition showed 
n p.'licj £ signs of . erodes amid a bre- 
>n *.aid *i. wing struggle over.key eegr. 
chou«f nomic ministries Wedncs- 

> and ms. day. - 

need mi. Amnuay Vi rowan, the 
iun-fejfii outgoing' deputy premier 
•bat om> charged by premier-appar- 
uni\ di; c °t Chaowalii Yoneehai- 
nu<( U4 y°dh with managing the 

> lhjf| „j. economy, named controver- 

sial appointees to his five- 
' — man economic team. 
p • There was no immediate 
121WJ *«d front Chart Part ana 
leader and former Premier 
p met ^ Chatchai Chuunhavan. who 
irn- is also seeking broad res- 
old Lte ponsihilities for the econo- 
:mi axmfi'vJty in the expected Chao- 
...ile-t'-^'idit government. 
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Speaking to reporters at 
Bangkok airpon after re- 
ttiming from Hong Kong. 
Amnuay said he would only 
join a Chaowalii govern- 
ment if the coalition agreed 
to support his economic 
plans and policies, and gave 
him freedom to implement 
them. 

“For the conditions to be 
•acceptable, 1 would have to 
be both deputy prime minis- 
ter and finance minister. If 
not 1 will be unable to curry 
out my work,” he said. 

He said he would like to 
appoint general finance and 
securities pic. Chairman 
Narongchui Akruserani and 
die former secretary general 
of the Securities Exchange 


of the Securities Exchange 
Commission (SEO. Ekka- 
s KiriwaL as bis depu- 

r^./ties. 
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Appointing Ekkamol — 
who was sacked from his 
post at the SEC amid allega- 
tions of political interfer- 
ence last- December — as 
deputy finance minister 
would help restore investor 
confidence both here and 
abroad, he said. 

However, analysts said 
the choice of Ekkamol 
eoulcf lead to tensions with- 
in the proposed government 
as he was fired from the 
SEC. by Surafciart Sathira- 
thai, an advisor to the Chart 
Paltuna Party — the second 
largest coalition partner. 

Surakiart is likely to be- 
come foreign minister in the 
prospective coalition gov- 
ernment. w hich is due to be 
installed next week Follow- 
ing the narrow victory of 
Chaowalii’* New Aspira- 
tion Party iNAP) in Sun- 
day's general election. 

“It is a controversial move 
which could be an obstacle 
to the unity of the govern- 
ment.” said Kanaphan Nan- 
lusen of Deutsche Morgan 
Grenfell Securities (Thai- 
land.*. 

Chatichai. who was pre- 
mier from 1988-90 during a 
period of economic boom in 
Thailand, is reportedly see- 
king key portfolios for his 
Chart Pattana Party, includ- 
ing commerce, industry and 
communications. 

Chuowulit met for lunch 
Wednesday with leaders of 
two smaller parties in his 
coalition and would not be 
drawn on reporters* ques- 
tions about the allocation of 


portfolios. 

“We came here to talk and 
exchange views. We don't 
want to rusji into .anything 
and will work step by stepl” 
he said. 

Amnuay indicated that he 
also wants to appoint to his 
economic team a number of 
leading figures from com- 
mercial Thai banks and fi- 
nance and securities firms. 

He told reporters that he 
would be willing to work 
with Chart Pattana people if 
they were qualified to do 
the job. 

"Foreign investors and 
local retail investors prefer 
Amnuay over Chatichai, but 
locals also look back with 
nostalgia over the boom 
years of Chatichai's term.” 
said Kanaphan. 

During the election cam- 
paign, Nap touted Amnuay 
as the leader of their eco- 
nomic “dream team” that 
would tackle the structural 
problems of the flagging 
Thai economy. 

Chart Panana had ap- 
peared more allied to the 
opposition democrats, 
which narrowly lost to 
NAP. despite the democ- 
rats' popularity among the 
business community in 
Bangkok and more impres- 
sive credentials in econom- 
ic management. 

Market analysis predicted 
that the commerce portfolio 
could be a source of conflict 
between Amnuay ’s team 
and Chart Panana in the 
horsetrading for key cabinet 
positions. 


N. Korea refuses phone contact with South 

SEOUL {Rt — North Ko- 


i it* 


wan representatives sus- 
pended daily telephone con- 
tacts' with South Korean of- 
ficials at the border village 
°f Panmunjom Wednesday, 
Seoul officials said. 

The move follows an 
‘tonounccment by Pyong- 
yang Tuesday that it would 
^porariiy abandon a bor- 
kr liaison office sei up in 
* 1992 as a gesture of recon- 
ciliation during a rare blos- 
KHning of goodwill bei- 
^'jen-the rival Koreas. 

^ “Our side telephoned the 
North Korean liaison office 
* 0r a daily test as usual but 
foe northern side did not 
r «pond,” an official at die 
paiioaal unification min- 
,^said. 

sw ? - tense relations between 
foe two Koreas have wors- 
eae d since a North Korean 
?*fomarine landed 26 agents 
ln Sooth Korea in Septem- 
ber. 

North- and South Korea set 




J 


up liuison offices in Pan- 
muiijoiii to promote con- 
tacts. including cultural and 
government exchanges and 
family reunions, after prime 
ministers of the two sides 
signed a treaty that included 
a non-aggression agree- 
menL 

But Pyongyang's ollieial 
Korean Central News Agen- 
cy (KCNAi said Tuesday the 

North would temporarily 
abandon its liaison office 
from Wednesday in response 
to remarks by South Korean 
President Kim Young -Sam 
that Seoul had .shut the door 
on dialogue hetween the two 
countries. 

"The Panmunjom offices 
have virtually stopped all 
functions since (North Ko- 
rean president! Kim II-Sung 
died in July 1994 but there 
bud been telephone contacts 
for test twice a day.” the 
ministry official said- 

Panmunjom is the only 
crossing point along the 


heavily fortified demilita- 
rized zone that sealed the 
division of the Korean pe- 
ninsula after the 1950-53 
Korean war. 

The liaison office was 
opened as a separate channel 
of communicarion to the mil- 
itary armistice commission, 
which monitors a ceasefire 
that ended the war. 

KCNA .said that in a Nov. 
9 interview with the 
Washington Post newspaper 
Kim had ruled out dialogue 
with the North. 

South Korea was embar- 
rassed and shocked by the 
infiltration of the submarine 
that landed the 26 North 
Koreans on u beach. 

Twenry-four of the crew- 
have been shot and killed, 
one was captured alive and 
another is still at large. 
Pyongyang maintains the 
incident was an accident 
and demands the return of 
the bodies and the captured 
ascot. 


Global 
warming 
could doom 
Venice 

ROME (AFP) — Venice 
could be permanently un- 
der water within 60 years 
because of rising sea levels 
and the sinking of the land 
on which it stands, a gov- 
ernment report has warned. 

The report on climate 
change as a result of the 
“greenhouse effect" caused 
by the burning of fossil 
fuels and other human acti- 
vity was issued Tuesday by 
the environment ministry 
and a national body for 
Promoting Alternative 
Energy Sources (ENEA). 

It sard that global warm- 
ing, resulting in the melting 
of ice caps and glaciers and 
the expansion of the water 
in the world’s oceans, 
would cause sea levels to 
rise by between 15 and 20 
centimetres (six and eight 
inches). 

The report said Venice 
could be the city most af- 
fected, though (he whole of 
the Po Delta in northeast 
Italy was at risk and should 
be closely monitored. 

As well as the threat of 
rising water levels, \fenice 
was sinking faster because 
of natural phenomena and 
human activity, including 
increasing extraction of un- 
derground water, land rec- 
lamation leading to higher 
tides, and the dredging of 
(he port and canals. 

“These actions combined 
have made the whole city 
sink by about 25 centime- 
tres on average." the report 
said. “At present the 
ground is giving way by 
about eight millimetres a 
year, which is more than 
the forecasts of (he experts 
of the United Nations.” 
ENEA's director for cli- 
mate research. Vincenzo 
Ferrari, appealed once 
more for urgent action, 
which despite every inten- 
tion has never been under- 
taken to any extent. 

Rescue was vital for a 
city of such incomparable 
historic and artistic value. 
Mr. Ferrari said. 

The report was issued as 
the old arguments wrre 
revived by another excep- 
tionally high tide Monday 
which left 90 per cent of 
the city flooded. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
With the United States hav- 
ing cast a veto against U.N. 
Seereuiry-Genera! Boutros 
Ghali's re-election, the 
world body faces, an im- 
passe and a probable pro- 
tracted battle. 

Dr. Ghali's supporters, the 
majority of stales in the 
United Nations as well as 
the powerful 15-seat Se- 
curity Council, appear to 
have no intention of giving 
up the fight soon. 

On Tuesday. U.S. Ambas- 
sador Madeleine Albright 
voted against a new five- 
year term for Dr. Ghali on 
grounds that the United 
Nations needed someone 
more amenable to reform. 
The other 14 council mem- 
bers voted for him. 

The council has agreed to 
give priority to candidates 
from Africa on the grounds 
that if Dr. Ghali is" denied 
the second term given his 
predecessors, he should at 
least be followed by another 
African. 

But the three African 
slates on the council — 
Egypt, Botswana and Gui- 
nea-Bissau — considered 


Tuesday's vote a victory for 
the 74-year-old Egyptian 
diplomat. 

Hour* Jarer. representa- 
tives from 52 African 
nations met to plan their 
next strategy but decided 
that the Organisation of 
African Unit}- had to con- 
sult its respective members 
first. 

"Until we are instructed 
otherwise, he will be the 
only candidate, tomorrow 
and" the day after tomor- 
row," said Botswana's Am- 
bassador Legweila Joseph 
Legweila. 

According to participants 
in the meeting, any stale 
that tried to speak about a 
fall back strategy was 
silenced quickly, " with a 
majority determined to keep 
Dr. Ghali's candidacy alive. 

There is ample precedent 
for supporters of a candi- 
date to continue submitting 
his name despite a veto, in 
1981, ihen-Secretary-Ge- 
neral Kurt Waldheim of 
Austria was vetoed repeat- 
edly by China while the 
United States opposed Sa- 
lim A. Salim of Tanzania. 
Both candidates withdrew 


after 1 5 ballots and the 
council chose Peruvian Ja- 
vier Perez De Cuellar. 

Nevertheless the antago- 
nism against Washington i.-, 
genuine, according to" diplo- 
mats. with many angry at 
the the SI. 4 billion the Uni- 
ted States owes the United 
Nations as well as the way 
U.S. opposition to Dr. Ghuii 
was announced to the New’ 
York Times last June rather 
than to colleagues. 

Some diplomats believe 
that the United States has 
done a poor job of lobbying 
key government leaders 
around the world, "the 
American diplomatic ma- 
chine. which is consider- 
able. has yet to swing into 
action” said one western 
envoy. 

"So far it's a ‘take it or 
leave it* situation." said one 
ambassador, noting Tues- 
day's comments from U.S. 
state department spokesman 
Glyn Davis who said the 
United Nations needed the 
United States more “than it 
needs to retain its current 
leadership.” 

A western diplomat said 
several trends appeared to 


be emerging among the 
Africans and their allies. 
One group of countries 
w jr.tcJ Jo force a corn pro- 
mise with tta.-liinglon. inch 
as u half term for Dr. Ghali 
— a suggestion the United 

States rejects. 

A >ct.ond group “was sp 
angry at the United States 
they v..mt to maximize the 
damage and in doing so 
may damage the credibility 
of the United .Nations.'' he 
added. 

Briii.sk Ambassador Sir 
John \Ve>to;i l*u> already 
told council members that 
while his country would 
have liked to see Dr. Ghali 
re-elected. U.S. opposition 
changed the situation and 
members should deal with 
it. 

France. China and Russia, 
all of wnom have veto po- 
wer along with the United 
Stares and Britain, are 
strong supporters of Dr. 
Ghali. The 10 n:>n-pemia- 
nent c*wvil members are 
Botsw ‘ Chile. Egypt. 
Gci Guinea- Bissau. 

Honor:!. Indonesia. Italy. 
South Korea and Poland. 


Liberia peacekeepers deploy to disarm gunmen 


MONROVIA (R) — West 
African troops this week 
begin a key task in the elu- 
sive search for peace in 
Liberia — disarming tens of 
thousands of fighters prior 
to national elections sched- 
uled for next year. 

Several thousand peace- 
keepers of the Nigerian-led 
ECOMOG force began dep- 
loying outside the" capital 
Monrovia to supervise the 
disarmament, which starts 
Friday. 

"The deploying will end 
Thursday, the eve of the dis- 
armament • programme.” 
Major Patriclc'Okohi' chief 
military spokesman ' of 
ECOMOG told Reuters. 

The disarmament, due to 
be completed by the end of 
January, is part of a peace 


timetable brokered by west 
African leaders in Nigeria 
in August after a dozen ear- 
lier deals collapsed. 

ECOMOG has already 
established control in Mon- 
rovia. scene of a flare-up in 
the seven-year-old civil war 
in April and May. 

West .African leaders 
threatened individual sanc- 
tions against any warlord 
derailing the process — a 
threat repeated Tuesday by 
neighbouring Guinea’s for- 
eign minister. Lamine 
Camara. 

“Our 'government is deter- 
mined ! to apply sanctions-' 
! against any faction guilty of 
violating and creating obs- 
tacles to the peace plan.” he 
told a news conference in 
his capital Conakiy. 


ECOMOG "s commander. 
General Victor Mulu. says 
the exercise will go ahead 
on schedule even though he 
has not vet received rein- 
forcements. as agreed in 
Nigeria in August. 

“The disarmament of all 
factions will begin Friday. 
Nov. 22, unfailingly with or 
without the additional 
troops needed.” he said Iasi 
week. 

Peacekeepers will deploy 
in the north western town of 
Voinjama. stronghold of 
Alhaji Kromah and his Uli- 
mo-K militia, and at camp 
Noam a. one site designated 
for disarmament of Charles 
Taylor's National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia. 

Mr. Taylor, who launched 
the war in 1989. and Kro- 


inah. sometime rivals, 
fought as allies in the Mon- 
roviu battles earlier this 
veur. 

Peacekeepers will deploy 
to ethnic Krahn strongholds 
— Zwcdru in the s.jinheast. 
headquarters of George 
BoleyG Liberia peace coun- 
cil. and Tubman burg, west- 
ern stronchoIJ of Roosevelt 
Johnson's Ulimo-j faction. 

They will also deploy at 
Bo on the Sierra Leone bor- 
der. 

Taylor, kromah and John- 
son all say they are prepar- 
ing to disarm their forces. 1 

Freed American slaves 
established Liberia in 1847. 
The war has killed well over 
150.000 people. 
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Food for thought — only 


BEYOND ITS significance as a recognition of a 
basic human right, the Rome Declaration adopt- 
ed by the World Food Conference this week will 
have no impact on efforts to provide millions of 
starving or under-nutritioned people with food. 
The declaration was quite nicely phrased. It 
reaffirmed ‘The right of everyone to have access 
to safe and nutritious food consistent with the 
right to adequate food and the fundamental 
right of everyone to be free from hunger.” But 
these are words that might not be implemented, 
pledges that no one, especially the rich, might be 
obliged to keep. 

Hence is the irony in the position of the United 
States which registered its reservation on the 
final declaration on the premise that the right to 
food is “a goal or an aspiration to be realised 
progressively but does not give rise to any inter- 
national obligation nor diminishes the responsi- 
bility of national governments towards their cit- 
izens.” 

If only for the little weight that the Rome 
Declaration carries in real terms, the U.S. posi- 
tion is hard to understand, or accept. 

The international community had previously 
made altruistic pronouncements that cannot be 
implemented on various issues with no objection 
from any state. These pronouncements carried a 
moral weight which, probably, made humanity 
feel good about itself as it fails to tackle many of 
the ills plaguing it. In Britain, they call it the 
‘Teel good” factor. But despite the many inter- 
national accords on human rights, environmen- 
tal protection and the sacred ness of human life, 
among others, the international community has 
rarely succeeded in forcing abidance by these 
declarations. Nation states still enjoy a great 
deal of sovereignty in running the affairs and 
the lives of their people. And just as the world 
community did not fulfil obligations to protect 
citizens from the persecution of their govern- 
ments — except in cases where the interests of 
the major powers were involved — nobody 
expects the comity of nations to act to fulfil the 
human right to food. As millions of people have 
died from starvation, countries with huge 
resources like the United States were dumping 
their excess agricultural products in order to 
maintain large margins of profit No one could 
force the United States to donate this food to 
hungry people then. Now, even after the Rome 
Declaration has been adopted, no one could 
either. 

Nevertheless, the declaration should be 
endorsed by al) and seen as an effort to put pri- 
orities right As long as there is no sign that 
someone will tight the candles, there is nothing 
wrong with cursing the darkness. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for'AI Ra*i Arabic daily Wednesday criti- 
cised a report issued by the Vatican last May in which 
the Holy See calls for [he internationalisation of the city 
of Jerusalem. -Izzeddin Manasrah said that this call con- 
travenes Vatican's position, which considered Israel's 
occupation of the West Bank and Arab Jerusalem as 
well as the annexation of the Arab city as null and void. 
Furthermore, the Vatican has repeatedly voiced its sup- 
port for the Oslo accord, between the Palestine 
National Authority and the Jewish state, which is based 
on U.N. Security Council Resolution 242 and in the 
spirit of the 1991 Madrid peace conference, according to 
the writer. He said that the Vatican’s new position con- 
flicts with its previous stand, although it demands that 
the whole of Jerusalem have an internationalised status. 
But. he said. Israel is adamant in its position and is 
determined to keep Jerusalem united and the capital of 
the Jewish state. Should Israel accept the concept of 
internationalisation, said the writer, it is not likely to 
consent to internationalising the western sector of the 
city, which means that only the Arab sector, which is 
inhabited by Muslims and Christians, would acquire an 
internationalised status. 


IN LIGHT of the continued deadlock in the Middle 
East peace process, more and more rumours have been 
floating that a war is imminent in the region, with Israel 
claiming that Syria would be the party to trigger this 
conflict, according to Saleh Qallab. a writer for Al 
Dustour. Prospects for a conflict are really remote at 
present, but what if a war actually breaks out. he asked. 
Hie writer wondered what would the position of the 
Arab states which have concluded peace treaties with 
Israel be. and what would Cairo's stand be, particularly 
in light of the Egyptian president’s latest statements 
that Egypt can not remain passive in the event of war. 
The writer said that as long a peace is non existent the 
prospects of war remain alive and feasible, but it is 
regrettable to see the Arabs busying themselves with 
pettv issues and not taking reports about possible con- 
flict’ between Damascus and Tel Aviv seriously. The 
writer said that the Arabs ought to be on their guard if 
they want to avert a catastrophe similar to that which 
occurred in June 1967. 


The View from Academia 


Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


Individuals can and should effect social change 


THERE IS a tendency to ascribe to social causes most, if 
not all, problems we diagnose as standing in the way of 
effective individual performance in various realms and 
spheres. When our students neglect to do their homework 
before they come to class, when they are not intellectually 
sharp and aggressive and when they spend their time out- 
side the classroom unprofitable, we lay the blame on the 
family, the school and the social environment at large for 
not instilling, nourishing and fostering in them positive 
attitudes and correct habits; and we do the same when 
teachers do not succeed in stimulating students and chal- 
lenging their intellect 

When civil servants not only fail to show enough civili- 
ty to the fellow citizens whom they are supposed to serve 
but give them hard time (and enjoy it), we blame it on our 
parents who have failed to create in us enough apprecia- 
tion of public service and on our society for failing to 
develop in us true respect for work ethics; and we do the 
same, conversely, when some citizens abuse civil servants 
through expecting to be served in two seconds or ahead of 
everyone else. 

Similarly, we blame the family, the school and the social 
environment when our motorists drive uncourteously and 
recklessly, when the pedestrians throw themselves in front 
of our vehicle or walk in the middle of the street at night 
thinking that we see them when we actually do not, when 
traffic policemen patrol our street absentmindedly. when 
taxi and ‘'service** drivers are rude to the passengers, when 
the services at our banks and restaurants are not up to the 
standards, when people fail to listen to others, when indi- 
viduals do not read and keep up with what is happening, 
when our contractors fail to construct firm roads, when we 
cannot walk on our sidewalks because of the so many 
obstructions, when our local factories do not produce com- 
petitive products, when our wedding processions are a nui- 
sance. when our sewer system leaks continually, when we 
are disrespectful and abusive of the environment, when 
our administrators fail to administer, etc. 

We held a seminar a couple of days ago at the University 
of Jordan in which a number of students from abroad and 
students from our English Department took pan and 
shared their personal experiences and opinions about cam- 
pus life. It became crystal clear throughout the seminar 
that our students, unlike students from abroad, do not ben- 
efit much from the opportunities available to them outside 
the classroom. To our students, going to college means, 
almost exclusively, lectures and seminars. There is not 
much informal education ourside the lectures and semi- 
nars. there is no serious involvement in sports, in clubs and 
societies, in reading groups, in debate teams — in short, 
there is not much “life” or experience. While most stu- 


dents going to colleges abroad develop leadership skills at 
college, social skills, athletic skills, intellectual skills, etc. 
on campus, most of our students get nothing or very little. 

When our students spoke about the causes of the failure 
to benefit from the campus environment, most of them laid 
the blame on the parents, the educational institutions and 
the culture. We do not know what we are getting into 
when w-e go to campus, the argument goes, and we do not 
know what to do when we are on campus; our parents and 
our schools have not cared much and have not trained us 
to moke use of the opportunities available. We go to class- 
es and then sit outside. We do not know how to take the 
initiative to do anything at the individual or collective 
level. One student said: “I went to a very prestigious pri- 
vate school in the country, and I had never been taught the 
importance of going to the library, for instance.” 

I believe that we are right, and the studenLs' are right, in 
seeing Lhe overall culture as the root-cause of many of our 
problems. The act of parenting, schooling, or socialising 
is a serious one; and if parents, teachers and social institu- 
tions do not take their job seriously, the outcome will be. 
as it indeed is, disappointing. 

It seems to me, however, that whenever we attribute 
causes of problems to culture, there is, most of the time, a 
bothersome apologetic tone and a pernicious level of psy- 
chological self-complacency and displacement strongly 
implied in our discourse. It is os if, in other words, we cite 
culture to justify our failure to face life and confront its 
challenges; It is as if we are looking for something to 
attribute our mistakes to. There is validity in saying we are 
victims of our parents, of our teachers and of our society at 
large, but there is also a level of perverse masochism and 
avoidance of responsibility. When we say culture or soci- 
ety is ro blame, are we saying this in order to pinpoint a 
cause which will have to be addressed head on. or are we 
saying it in order to protect ourselves against criticism, by 
others and by ourselves? It is more the latter than the for- 
mer. 

In the said seminar, only one student said: “The problem 
lies with us, students. We are not doing much to change 
the situation.” This is indeed crucial, and it is missing in 
much of our discourse about the various problems we have 
in this society. 

How has change been effected in all societies since the 
dawn of history? Well, in many ways. Societies change 
through the automatic, unavoidable movement of history. 
Society also changes as a result of the change that happens 
in neighbouring societies (and we are all neighbours in 
today's small world). One society invents a car: another 
buys it. And society changes through a conscious effort on 
the part of its own institutions and individuals in leading 


^ Uuf society changes as a result of the hard work of indi- 
viduals. Where would we have been today, had we not had 


Prophet Mohammad who alone, at the age of forty, (and 
then with the help of his wife and some dose friends) start- 
ed a process of change which ended up changing the 
course of human history? Where would we have been in 
the Middle East today, had not a Palestinian child thrown 
a stone at an Israeli armoured tank or a fully-equipped sol- 
dier"? Where would the African Americans have been 
today, had there not been a Martin Luther King and a 
Malcolm X? Where would India have been, had there not 
been a Ghandi? Where would Jordan have been, had there 
not been King Hussein? Where would we have been with- 
out rhe individual efforts of the many unkown mothers, 
fathers, administrators, doctors, engineers, teachers, 
mechanics, carpenters? ... 

The role of the individual is almost entirely absent in our 
discourse about change 1 : and when, and if... it gets men- 
tioned. we tend to pay lip-service to it. Most individuals in 
our part of the world underestimate their ability to effect 
change and underestimate themselves. Most feel helpless, 
reliant on others -and unable to make things happen. And 
most of us underestimate the small difference that individ- 
uals can make. There is a harmful conviction amongst 
many that the little we do or may do would not change the 
overall picture that much. One hand does not clap, we keep 
saying. Change has to come either from a super-individual, 
like SaJah El-ddin (SaJadin), or history will take care of it 

This is a problem indeed — an individual altitudinal 
problem. It is widespread in the culture at large, and it is 
widespread among individuals. 

I believe that when one is over eighteen, one needs to 
stop blaming the "culture" or “society” for what has hap- 
pened and is still happening. An individual can make a dif- 
ference, can effect change. My teacher of English has not 
taught me English well: my math teacher has not taught 
me math well. Shall I spend the rest of my adult life 
lamenting this unfortunate fact, or saying it is not my prob- 
lem? Orshall 1 go to the library, look up the grammar and 
the math books I need, open the pages, and start teaching 
myself? Our motorists drive maniacally; my fellow civil 
servants do not have a sense of pride in their profession; 
people throw Pepsi cans in the street. Shall I be like them? 
Can't 1 be different? Can't l contribute positively when 
others do not? 

I believe that many of our problems are caused by indi- 
viduals and can be solved by individuals. This is a concept 
we must enforce. Let our mono in education, when we 
speak to our students, be: “I can do it myself.” 
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Food for famine — the human 


race is moving into survival mode 


By G wynne Dyer 


IF THE importance of 
events can be measured by 
the number of chauffeure’d 
limos and bodyguards, then 
the World Food Summit that 
closed in Rome Sunday was 
almost as important as a 
Michael Jackson concert. 
But the world's media most- 
ly ignored it. except for the 
meeting between those two 
old cold war warriors, Fidel 
Castro and the Pope, and 
you can hardly blame them. 

The debate' that should 
have been fought out ' in 
Rome really is important: 
will we stiil have enough 
food for everybody in 10 or 
20 years' time? But all the 
optimists were on the 
inside, and all the pessimists 
were on the outside, and 
they never really connected. 
Which is a pity, because it 
would help to have a clearer 
idea of who's right. 

This generally upbeat 
assumption that the market 
will take care of everything 
set the tone of the entire 
conference, despite occa- 
sional dissenters like 
Castro. But then, govern- 
ments generally prefer to be 
optimistic in public about 
such questions, because any 
othcr altitude would put 
them under severe pressure 
to do something now. By 
the same token, the aid 
agencies and environmen- 
talists are professional pes- 
simists: if there is no crisis, 
who needs them? 

Lester Brown, head of the 
Washington-based environ- 
mental group Worldwatch. 
was oneof the outsiders. He 
argues that the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO). host to the summit, 
is “overstating food produc- 
tion and misleading politi- 
cal leaders... For the first 
time in history the oceanic 
fish catch and the grain har- 
vest per person arc both 
declining. In each of the 
past three years, we. con- 
sumed more than we pro- 
duced, drawing on depleted 
grain stocks that will not be 
rebuilt.” 

If Lester Brown is right, 
then famine lurks, in the 
near future, and not just a 
localised famine like 
Ethiopia a decade ago or 
Somalia three years ago. 
where normal food produc- 
tion and distribution were 
disrupted by war. He is talk- 
ing about an absolute, glob- 


al shortage of food, a 
famine in which grain 
prices soar worldwide and 
the poor countries of the 
world starve. 

The Rome summit under- 
took to halve the number of 
malnourished people in the 
world — currently around 
840 million or one-seventh 
of the planet's people — 
within the next 20 years. 
Brown is predicting global 
famine within 20 years. 
They are both working from 
roughly the same numbers, 
but they cannot both be 
right. Or can they? 

The average human being, 
in a lifetime, consumes 
about 75 tonnes of water. 17 
tonnes of carbohydrates, 2.5 
tonnes of proteins, and more 
than a tonne of fats. There 
are now 5 billion people in 
the world, and even the 
most recent and hopeful fig- 
ures for global population 
growth (which is dropping 
faster than anticipated) sug- 
gest that there will be 9.4 
billion of us — three more 
Chinas — by the time the 
global population stabilises 
around 2050. 

Even the FAO admits that 
the world will have to pro- 
duce 75 per cent more food 
over the next three decades 
to meet rising demand. That 
is lot of extra food, and they 
are not making any more 
land. There is, however, still 
more mileage left in the 
“green revolution.” 

The optimists point out 
that the United States went 
from producing 252 million 
tonnes of the 17 most 
important food, feed and 
fibre crops, in 1940, to 610 
million tonnes in 1980. Yet 
the amounr of land in use 
increased by only 3 per 
cent, and the number of 
people working the land 
dropped drastically (to less 
than 3 per cent of the popu- 
lation). 

The heart of the “green 
revolution” is the cenetic 
tailoring of grains and oiher 
plants to produce maximum 
yields in quite specific, 
local circumstances of soil 
type and climate. Africa, the 
second-largest continent, 
has scarcely benefited from 
these techniques at all yet. 

Then there is the cerrado. 
the endless, grassy plains of 
central South America, 
mostly in Brazil, where the 
acid soils were considered 
useless for farming until 
scientists began producing 


acid-resistant strains of rice, 
corn and soybeans in the 
past few years. Only 12 mil- 
lion hectares (30 million 
acres) of the cerrado are 
currently fanned, but the 
total, some 200 million 
hectares, is more than all the 
cultivated land that feeds 
India's 950 million people. 

So the FAO is right; the 
long-term prospects for 
feeding a world of 9.5 bil- 
lion people arc reasonably 
good — provided, of 
course, that its assumptions 
are not. knocked sideways 
by major changes in global 
climate and rainfall pat- 
terns. 

But Lester Brown and 
Worldwatch are also right, 
because the short-term 
problems with food supply 
may be quite horrifying. 

The divergent predictions 
stem from the fact that the 
market's response to rising 
demand for food is quite 
slow. It takes lime to bring 
new land into production, or 
even to do a “green revolu- 
lion*'-styIe shift to new crop 
strains and high fertiliser 
use. 

In the long run. in an 
increasingly free-trading 
world, rising supplies of 
grain should lead to food 
prices affordable by the vast 
majority of the world's peo- 
ple. That is how markets 
work. But on the way to sta- 
bility. markets often experi- 
ence big short-term surges 
in demand or steep falls in 
supply — and those can still 
kill people, given that most 
of us have the habit of eat- 
ing several times a day. 

The global market in food 
has only come into being in 
the past 20 or 30 years, and 
mostly it provides people 
with more food at better 
prices than if it did not exist. 
But it also creates the possi- 
bility of a global famine. 

Not u famine where 
everybody starves, of 
course; only the poor starve. 
We are talking about a glob- 
al famine that hits poor 
countries everywhere, 
because they cannot pay the 
exorbitant price that grain 
will rise to if there is even a 
temporary worldwide short- 
fall in the amount of grain 
available. 

The new factor in the cur- 
rent equation that makes 
such an unprecedented 
event possible is the “China 
syndrome"; the fxl that as 
China and other Asian 


countries climb rapidly up 
the' ladder of industrialisa- 
tion, the first thing that hun- 
dreds of millions of newly 
affluent consumers do is to 
add more meat to their diet. 

In general, it takes two to 
five times the weight of 
grain to produce the same 
amount of meat: twice as 
much for chicken, five 
times as much for beef. Yet 
if affluent consumers are 
willing to pay a high 
enough premium for meat 
(and they are), then the 
required amount of grain 
will be diverted from 
human use to animal feed. 
That is the market at work. 

The FAO talks about a 50 
per cent rise in human pop- 
ulation and a 75 per cent 
rise in grain consumption in 
the next half-century, which 
is about right. The figures 
even takes account of the 
fact that diet will improve 
as the majority of 
humankind moves into rea- 
sonably affluent societies. 
But the population growth 
will occur gradually, over 
50 years. The rise in meat 
consumption is happening 
explosively, right now. 

The first thing that hap- 
pens then is that grain prices 
soar. And if we just stick 
with rationing by price, and 
everybody who can afford 
to goes on consuming food 
in their usual pattern, then 
the poorest 50 to 100 mil- 
lion people on the planet 
begin to starve. 

Wc cannot just let them die, 
but there is only one way that 
wc could collectively prevent 
it. We would have to he willing 
to slaughter livestock world- 
wide io free up the necessary 
amount of grain for human 
consumption. It would not be 
very high quality grain, but ii 
would ccnainly beat starving. 

There arc probably “meatless 
Fridays” in our future, and not 
the very distant future. There 
will be a great crisis about 
food, and it will become per- 
manently a good deni more 
expensive than it is now. And 
some people will die along the 
wny. 

The long-term environ- 
mental effects of such an act 
of ecological imperialism 
ore. of course, unknown. 
They arc not likely to be 
small. But despite Us appar- 
ent prosperity the whole 
human race is now moving 
into survival mode, so it 
will he done. And then wc 
will see. 


LETTERS 


All are one before God 


To the Editor: 


I WOULD like to comment on Tanya Habjouqa's letter 
“Unholy Prejudice” (Jordan Times. Nov. 19. 1996). I can 
only assumed that Ms. Habjouqa has spent very* little time 
in the Middle East and relates the incident at Al Aqsa as 
a result of inexperience. I write this not so much to criti- 
cise her but to put things in a perspective that someone 
else may have overlooked. As a non-practising Muslim. I 
have entered Al Aqsa Mosque grounds many times in 
recent years to find solitude in the mosque which was 
once the only sanctuary in Jerusalem where Muslims 
could still be at peace without the nostrils of Uzi machine 
guns sticking in their face. 

That time is gone now. Israeli soldiers stroll on the 
grounds and watch as people relax and pray from the 
walls of the sanctuary with their gui.s pointed in the 
direction of the mosque. 1 am sorry that Ms. Habjouqa 
did not have a chance to sec this. I am also sorry that the 
Muslim gatekeeper — who was referred to as an Arab 
rather than a Muslim for some reason, was so mistrusting 
that he would not let a European looking woman who 
docs not know how to read the Koran into the mosque. 

I failed to understand some basic points in the story — 
was it prayer time? Was it Friday? At prayer time, only 
those who arc going in for prayer arc let in lest they be 
non-believers or Israelis isome of whom have European 
features) in Arab or Muslim garb. 

There are pious men anti women in Jerusalem who will 
lake a would-be practitioner of Islam under their wings 
and teach them to pray — it is unfortunate that Ms. 
Habjouqa had no guide in Jerusalem to make her aware 
of this option. 

Some time weeks ago I was one of hundreds of wit- 
nesses to the events of the Friday shootings, when Israeli 
soldiers shot into the crowds in the courtyard of the 
mosque and killed four people and wounded dozens. 

The worshippers and indeed the holiness of Al Aqsa 
w-’as violated, as it has been so manv times before by the 
forces of evil. 

Keeping this in mind. I believe the gatekeeper has 
much reason to be suspicious. The rights of the people of 
this city to live in freedom and pray in peace has been 
violated loo often to trust anyone, be they Arab. Muslim 
or anyone else. It is pan of the lesson for those who care 
about the state ot Islam in Jerusalem. 

»/* n u k'-* felt very offended by one statement made io 
Ms Habjouqa s letter. She seemed to imply that as a 
Jordanian Muslim she had special rights to enter the 
grounds of Al Aqsa. As stated earlier. I am a non-practis- 
Wh ‘V Habjouqa, was raised in the 

est. However, I did have the time to learn one of the 
mam teachings of Iskun - the unity of one. As far as 
access to Muslim shrines is concerned, there exists no 
nationality, no race, no creed and indeed no gender we 
arc one before God and our access l0 our religious sites is 
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Listening to generations, young and ‘seasoned’ 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor 
Wednesday plant an olive tree in the Prince Hamzeh 
Garde n in the Qweismeh district of south Amman (photo 
by Yousef At *. Allan ) 

If necessity is the mother of invention, a step further brings 
innovation. Last week, when His Majesty King Hussein cel- 
ebrated his 61st birthday, his 16-year-old son Prince 
Hamzeh presented him with what can be called a “ practi- 
cal " gift. Saving up his allowances Prince Hamzeh decid- 
ed that planting trees ( those that do not require irrigation 
but can survive on being rain fed and can produce fruit to 
benefit local communities) would go a much longer ray as 
a gift to fiis father and country. In fact. Prince Hamzeh sug- 
gested that anyone could do the same by donating and 
planting trees in lieu of sending gifts in the King on special 
occasions such as his birthday. Thus when Their Majesties 
King Hussein and Queen Noor spent a busy day touring 
several parts of the Amman municipality on Wednesday, 
they planted the first olive trees on a 20-dunum plot in 
QweismeH which has been named Prince Hamzeh Garden. 
The fruit of the 1.500 trees will go to benefit local residents 
who are welcomed to harvest the crops. Although Prince 
Ifamzeh was away at school in England during yesterday’s 
event, his idea nevertheless has taken root back home. 
w -hicK co'uId'be a. 'good sign/of things to came. '[ 

**** 

A LEADING CONCEPT: Also Wednesday Their Majesties 
King Hussein and Queen Noor received atAl Nadwa Palace 
the newly appointed director of the United Nations World 
University/International Leadership Academy UNU/1LA 
Adel Safti. Dr. Safti has been a professor of international 
affairs in Canada and a commentator on U TV/Global tele- 
vision, a Canada-based station which also broadcasts in 
Australia. The nearly one year selection process by the 
UNU/ILA studied the education, experience and vision of 
70 candidates from around the world. Dr. Safti. who was 
bom in Egypt and educated in France and England, sees 
the /LA as unique in two aspects. First, the ILA is based on 
the concept that people learn best from practitioners and 
therefore the speakers and teachers of the ILA will be prac- 
tising leaders. Second, it is based on a concept of leader- 
ship as a multi-dimensional activity which is unlike any 
leadership programme offered in North America and 
Europe, most of which, he says, arc predominantly con- 
ceived on equating good leadership with good management 


and good administration. Dr. Safii's philosophy is that 
leadership is based on a concept of shared responsibility 
and empowerment. During the meeting with Their 
Majesties, discussions centred on the academy's pro- 
grammes and its first meeting to be held in Amman next 
summer with 50 participants. The King expressed his full 
support for the UNU/ILA which way launched last year by 
Queen Noor and Secretary General of the U.N. Boutros 
Ghali at the U.N. headquarters in New York. Dr. Safti was 
appointed and received by Dr. Ghali in late September, and 
arrived in Amman shortly afterwards. 

**** 

N.B. In case those accustomed to seeing His Majesty King 
Hussein deliver the speech from the Throne in opening ses- 
sions of Parliament were taken aback by the King’s uncus- 
tomary attire Tuesday feivi/ian suit, hattah and egal), it was 
nor the first time, but perhaps only the second in the last 
three to four years that he has elected to do so. It was no 
political statement either, say informed sources, but rather 
a preference for comfort over the cumbersome regalia of the 
King's full ceremonial dress. 

**** 

WARM WORDS FROM ‘ PARTNERS’ Earlier in the week 
a high-powered delegation from the New York-based 
International Board of the U.S.-Middle East Project of the 
Council on Foreign Relations visited Amman. The influen- 
tial group was led by Henry Siegman, a former head of the 
American Jewish Congress and now director of the project, 
and included such figures as Lester Crown (chairman. 
Executive Committee, General Dynamics), Robert Lifton 
(co-chair of the project and president. Media El, Ltd., U.S. ). 
hamar Rabinovich (former Israeli ambassador to the U.S.), 
Stephen Cohen (president. Institute for Middle East Peace 
and Development, Canada), Yousef Maiman (president of 
Israel's Merhav Inc., the company which is working on the 
oil refinery project in Alexandria), Alan Hegburg (director. 
International Analysis of Amoco Corporation) and 
Jonathan Paris ( associate director of the project). HRH 
Crown Prince Hasson hosted a luncheon in honour of the 
visiting board, of which he is a member, along with such 
leading Arab personalities as Prince Bandar Ibn Sultan 
(Saudi ambassador to Washington). Osama Baz (Egyptian 
presidential adviser ) and Yusuf bin Alawi bin Abdullah 
(Omani foreign minister). The luncheon was attended by 
His Majesty King Hussein, Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti, senior officials and prominent political and intel- 

* lectual personalities. The visitors were so impressed by the 
; hospitality and what they heard from the Crown Prince that 

* one of. them had very. .warm words to^ say. at. the end of the. 
luncheon. 

“We’ve visited Egypt , Oman and Israel before we came 
here. But unlike anywhere else we go. we always find in 
Jordan a partner, a place where we talk about solutions 
rather than problems Stephen Cohen of the Canadian 
Peace Institute said. “For 20 years I've found in you not 
just a friend and an enlightened leader. ’’ Mr. Cohen said 
directing his words at the Crown Prince, “but also a 
teacher." “TWenty years ago, when I first came here, you 
were already prepared with maps, research and ideas — 
something which I did not know about then. You are my true 
teacher." The delegation presented the Crown Prince with 
a copy of the just produced report of the Middle East 
Economic Strategy Group, which was prepared by a team of 
the project, chaired by Paul Volcker, the former chairman of 
the Federal Reserve Board. The delegation also briefed the 
King and the Crown Prince on another report being pre- 
pared by the board on U.S. strategy for peace in the Middle 
East, which is expected to be completed early this year. 
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FROM KINGDOM TO KINGDOM: Heading out for the 
Kingdom of Spain on Sunday is Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabdriti. His two-night stay wilt be concentrated on 
Monday with meetings with Prime Minister Josi Maria 
Aznar and acting Foreign Minister Fernando Wlalonga, 
who is secretary of state for cooperation, and discussions 
following up on the partnership agreement between Jordan 
and Spain. Mr Kabariti will also meet King Juan Carlos. 
As far as ministerial accompaniment is concerned, we are 
told that after the extraordinary comeback of the Kabariii 
government, the prime minister saw it best to leave his 
entire cabinet at home busy with their proper agendas. But 
Spanish Ambassador to Jordan Juun Manuel Cabrera is 
leaving Amman on Saturday in time to meet Mr. Kabariti 
upon his arrival in Madrid. Meanwhile, there is still no 
word on where Mr. Cabrera will be posted next as his tenure 
in Jordan nears its end. Although quite happy to continue 
his stay in Amman, the ambassador says he may hear some- 
thing by Christmas or just after the new year. 

**•* 

UP THE RANKS IN BLUE: This was an active week of 
congratulations for two senior police officers. The recipi- 
ents of good wishes in newspapers ads and otherwise were 
two brigadier generals at the Public Security Department 
(PSD). Sharif Ati Abul Issam and Abdul Qader Ouran were 
both promoted to the rank of major general, bringing to 
eight the number of holders of this rank at the PSD. Maj. 
Gen. Abul Issam will remain ax Ids post as director of pris- 
ons, while Maj. Gen Ouran will continue to be director of 
the diwan (chief clerk ) at headquarters. 

• • **** 

CALLING IN A PRO: Artistic talent, a gift of nature, is 
what has once again won renown architect Rassipi Bad ran 
recognition. This time . Mr. Badran’s designs for the sea 
from of Sidon in Lebanon were selected by the Lebanese 
civic organisation charged with overseeing the reconstruc- 
tion of the country's major cities. Chaired by Bahiya 
Hariri, the twice-elected member of the Lebanese parlia- 
ment, active heritage conservationist and sister af Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri, the organisation studied the submis- 
sions of seven international architectural and planning 
firms ( Badran’s was the only one from Jordan) before 
deciding. The Hariris have a particular attachment to 
Sidon as it is the family’s hometown and birthplace of die 
prime minister. What attracted the reconstruction organi- 
sation to Mr. Badran’s concepts was a maturity of vision 
which looked at the reconstruction of the sea front and the 
ancient city as an incremental project that would flow with 
and into the larger scale reconstruction of the entire 
Lebanese region. Mr. Badran heads for Lebanon again next 
week to begin workshops on the massive project aimed at 
reviving the once vibrant environs of perhaps now 
Lebanon ’s second most important port city. The budget for 



the task is still in the calculating stages. 

**** 

WHO’S ON THE LINE? Television talk shows in Jordan 
are winning recognition of sons from not only local audi- 
ences but viewers in the region as well. In a recent brvad- 
cast of Samir Mutaweh's show "Ahadat Wa Shaksiyai 
(Events and Personalities) during which the guest was 
Sudanese President Omar A l Bashir, callers from various 
parts of the region had an unusual opportunity to pose 
questions to the General via a satellite connection. Dr. 
Mutaweh s has had other leading figures in the Middle East 
as his guests on the show, including Arab League Secretary 
General Esmat Abdul Meguid. During the show with Gen. 
Bashir, Dr. Mutaweh was called away on a “private" tele- 
phone call. The caller, it appeared, way more interested in 
making his own suggestion for a future guest speaker on Dr. 
Mutaweh 's show. Claiming that he was calling on behalf of 
Libyan President Muammar Qadhafi. the caller proposed 
that a future airing of the show should link up with the 
Colonel as the guest, and further suggested that the topic of 
discussion be the continued imposition of U.N. sanctions 
against Libya. Whether or not the Libyan head of state is 
slated to appear on this, one of many new JTV talk shows, 
is any body's guess, bid another important question being 
asked in television buff circles is whether one can soon sax' 
“Move over Larry King." 

**** 

CONNECTED TO THE CHAINS” The Regency Palace 
Hotel can hang a new “shingle" in. its witidow next week 
when it will host wlwi is being called an " enthronement^ \ 
ceremony. to recognise Jordan’s official. entry info a more j 
than 700-year-old culinary association — Chaine de’i ; 
Rotisseurs of the World Association of Gastronomy. Being 
named as president of the Jordan chapter of the " chaine " 
will be Said Sawalha. a member of the proprietor family of 
the Regency Palace. Beneath the flair of such events. with 
their select guest lists, six-course gourmet menus, mood 
music and pomp and circumstance, is a matter of serious 
significance to the hospitality industry: The Chaine boasts 
18,000 members in 120 countries — Jordan being the most 
recent entrant. To be able to display the Chaine s shield is 
considered a mark of excellence. Proud of the recognition, 
Mr. Sawalha was perhaps even prouder still of the fact that 
he is the youngest member to be named a charter president 
— most candidates for such posts are well into their 60s and 
70s. he said. An added perk is that Royal Jordanian will be 
granted the ''complimentary’’ entitlement to use the Chaine 
emblem as well in its First Class cabins and lounges. The 
Monday evening gala is being held under the patronage of 
H.M. Queen Noor who will be recognised for her work in 
promoting culture and environmental preservation world- 
wide. 

Jennifer Hamameh 
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Lebanon’s filmmakers in conflict over civil war 
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By Jacques Lhutilery 
Agence France Presse 

BEIRUT — Lebanon’s film industry, plagued 
by a shortage of funds and burdened by strict 
censorship, is divided over whether the time 
has come to deal with the pain of the 1975-90 
civil war. 

The country’s modest movie business, never 
big enough to challenge the Arabic-language 
Holly-wood of Egypt in the best of days, pro- 
duces only a few films which play to small 
audiences. 

The latest was Al Sheikha, a 1995 Swedish- 
financed production about street gangs which 
was screened in only one movie theatre and 
barely sold 12,000 admission tickets. 

At the' same time, the Hollywood block- 
busters that most Lebanese movie theatres 


show attract tens of thousands of moviegoers. 
Even Egyptian films do not bring in as many 
viewers. 

“In Lebanon, we have no means, no proper 
national cinema centre and no advance pay- 
ments against returns," said Lebanese film 
director Borhane Alawiyeh. 

Ghassan Abou Chakra, director of the 
Cinema Department at the Ministry of Culture, 
said, “we are working on a system that would 
help provide proper funding for scripts select- 
ed by a reading committee.” 

The censor "wields his knife against films 
touching on ethnic-religious differences, moral 
marters and “brotherly” countries, a reference 
.mainly to Syria, which is the major powerbro- 
ker in Lebanon and has about 35,000 troops 
stationed in the country. 

Alawiyeh, a strong advocate of making films 


about the war, said, “we should fight amnesia. 
It’s impossible for a script to be unaffected by 
the war. The public wants to see and under- 
stand.” 

The civil war began with a Palestinian attack 
on a Christian group and erupted into inter- 
communal fighting. 

“On the contrary, what we need is movies to 
let off steam,” retorted Alain Plisson who 
founded the first film club in Lebanon in 1956. 

Plisson said, “we should not forget, of 
course, but we should let our memories rest for 
a while. How many years did it take the 
Americans to film movies about Vietnam?” he 
said. 

“After all the difficult years, people want to 
laugh,” he said citing the success of The Storm 
Blows Twice, a Lebanese television movie 
cross between the U.S. serial Dallas and 


Mexican soap operas. 

For the past five years, Plisson has been 
teaching film history and techniques at the 
Lebanese Fine Arts Academy, a private college 
in Beirut. 

“In their fourth year, my students have to 
shoot a minute short production. Nearly all 
of them are about death, abduction, suicide and 
acquired immune deficiency syndrome 
(AIDS). Never something light. This is truly a 
morbid generation,” he said. 

“After the death of Maroun Bagdad! in 1993, 
a retrospective of his works in Beirut” was 
shown by a private cultural centre, said 
Yasmine, a 27-year-old student. 

Bagdadi, probably the most famous Lebanese 
in the movie business, was the director of 
L’Otage,” a film adapted from a book by 
French journalist Roger Auque, who was 


abducted during the civil war in Lebanon. 

“After every movie, we would gather with 
some friends and talk about the war for hours, 
which we never do lately. Eight days later, it 
made me sick: The same questions, the same 
piercing of a past that we had nearly forgotten ” 
she said. 

“We can eventually sbool pictures about fam- 
ily separations, emigrations ... etcetera with the 
war as background, but not the war itself. It is 
too soon” said the official at the Ministry of 
Culture. 

Today, there is only one rundown, outmoded 
film studio in Lebanon. In the 1960s the coun- 
try boasted four studios, and ihe Egyptians 
used to come to shoot up to 25 films per year in 
Lebanon. 

“Lebanon’s movie business is now only try- 
ing to survive. Simply to exist,” said Alawiyeh. 


Settling scores 


The Imperiled Red Cross and the Palestine-Eretz • 
Yisrael Conflict 1945-1952 
Dominique D. Junod 

Kegan Paul International, London 1996. ±2~ 

THERE IS something seriously disturbing about this book 
— quite’ aside from the spelling mistake in the title, unfor- 
givable on the part of a publisher who wants to be taken 
seriously and a book that tries the same. The situation, the 
period and the geopolitical context that the author is pur- 
porting to place into a serious three-part analysis are cer- 
tain of great interest. The Palestine conflict, as seen in the 
light of the difficulties the International Committee or tne 
Red Cross (ICRC) was itself experiencing during the early 
years after World War H 

Relatively few people today remember the lon D struggle 

of influence between the Leagueof Red C {?“ credent 
I today the Federation of Red Cross and _Rei 
Societies) and the ICRC. The Intemanonal Committee was 


under serious attack in the wake of the criticism of its work 
during the World War IL ft is an important point of history 
that has been quite thoroughly dealt with elsewhere in 
recent years. The ICRC quickly realised that new ground 
rules were necessary after that conflict — the first modem 
war in which civilians were victims as much, if not more, 
than the military; that is what led to the Geneva 
Conventions of 1949, still the basis of international human- 
itarian law. 

But from there to consider, as Ms. Junod apparently does, 
that the whole, of the ICRC’s attitude and activity in the 
Palestine-Israel conflict — before and after the establish- 
ment of the state of Israel — was not only influenced by, 
but, in an oblique way, engineered to serve its cause in its 
own struggle for survival is seriously skewing historical 
facL One example among many; Her interpretation of the 
ambiguous role played by the Swedish Red Cross, headed 
at the time by Count Folke Bemadotte, is more than a little 
tendentious in showing it largely as the spearhead of a 
Soviet-led attempt to weaken the international Red Cross 


movement. 

It is also very disturbing to see the author, who worked 
for many years as a historical researcher at the ICRC, quote 
the ICRC archives, many interviews with those protago- 
nists who were still available at the time of her research, 
many private and Israeli archives, but almost no Arab 
sources. She says, in her introduction, that “the atmosphere 
was not conducive to calm tempers” when she wanted to 
consult them, which, she says, was at a time when the Gulf 
war was brewing. Not good enough; she worked on the the- 
sis that was the origin of this book for over five years and 
the Gulf War had “brewed" for less than six months. Worse, 
she goes on to say that although this restriction was “regret- 
table," the “Arab sources seemed less important," and con- 
tinues by saying that they did not matter much because the 
ICRC delegates reflected them better than those on the 
other side. 

Those remarks, at the beginning of the book, give away a 
great deal. Junod has scores to settle. She slyly insinuates 
the old accusations that the ICRC was consistently partial 


: BO OK REVIEW 

to the Arabs into her personal analysis of a comer of early 
cold war history. She does not consider, for example, that if 
the ICRC was more active among the Arabs from 1949 on, 
it may be because, once the Israelis began to have the upper 
hand, that is where the majority of victims were. She care- 
fully chooses her sources and quotations — numerous but 
not always accurate — to reflect her point of view and often 
ignores anything that would contradict it. 

A last and very disturbing element is the fact that this 
book — a translation from ihe French, and, according to 
those who have read both versions, much better than the 
original, purged of some of its worst errors — was accept- 
ed with honours, as a doctoral thesis at the prestigious 
Graduate Institute of International Studies in Geneva, and 
published under their auspices. Clio, the muse of honest 
historical research, must have been knocked out that day by 
the likes of Polemis — Middle East International. 

Liesi Graz 
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Back to basics 


By Jean-Cfaude Elias 


THE HYPE about Internet continues unabated. People 
drive on the "Information Superhighway.” talk about 
“surfing on the Web” and dream about browsing through 
new “Web sites.” In spite of the relatively high cost of 
Internet on-line for the average Jordanian citizen, and of 
the sluggish rate at which one can access the system over 
the existing telephone network, all indicators confirm that 
the Internet fever won't diminish soon. 

Flashy terminology aside, most users still have a mis- 
conception or a lack of accurate information about the 
very basic element in any network setup — the modem. 

Of course one can explain that the word is an acronym 
for “modulator — demodulator.” but would this really 
help? Except for the few technically oriented the answer is 
negative. To confirm the situation, a reader of this column 
(a prominent businessman and a friend of mine) recently 
told me that although he himself was a subscriber to the 
net and a skilled surfer, he still didn’t understand what was 
the exact role of the modem in all that and what were its 
possibilities. 

The first aspect of the question (not knowing the exact 
role of the modem) wouldn't present any real interest if it 
weren't for the second pan (the possibilities of the 
modem) to which ir directly leads. Indeed, as long as you 
are accessing the network and getting the information you 
want from it. you wouldn't really care if the trick was done 
via a modem or a toaster. Understanding the basics of 
modems however allows users to get the most and the best 
out of them. 

Standard telephone lines can only carry analog signals 
— waves, modulations of electric current that are the 
image, the representation of your speech, for which they 
were originally designed. Computers, the main building 
blocks of Internet and other digital networks, need to 
transmit digital data — series of zeroes and ones — for 
which telephone networks were NOT designed. Modems 
are therefore used in order to transmit digital data over 
analog lines. Inserted between the computer and the tele- 
phone line, they modulate (from digital to analog) the sig- 
nal transmitted by a computer to another one over the tele- 
phone line, and they demodulate (from analog to digital) 
the signal they receive from another computer, again over 
the same telephone line. 

Simply, a modem is a signal converter that allows com- 
puter digital data to be sent and received over the analog 


chip talk 



telephone network. A PC equipped with a modem can be 
connected to any telephone line. Without a modem it can 
be connected to none. 

Because they are not aware of these simple, basic points, 
Internet or E-mail users sometimes think that their sub- 
scription to the net is valid from one place only: Their 
home or their office typically, because this is the number 
they have given when they signed up. One can actually 
check one’s E-mail or access Internet from any computer 
that has a modem (and the software for it), wherever it 
may be located. Access to the net has nothing to do with 
someone's telephone number, it has only to do with the 
number of the computer server one would connect to. All 
that a user has to do is input his user ID and his personal 
password for that. This may sound hard to believe but a 
significant number of net users do not realise that. 

The company with which you have a subscription for E- 
mail or Internet is called an ISD (Internet Service 
Provider) and their main computer, to which you auto- 
matically connect before anything else is the server. 
Calling the server, in other words accessing the net. is sim- 
ilar to making a phone call to your office — you can do it 
from any telephone set, wherever it may be. The differ- 
ence is that inputting your ID and passwords before being 
authorised to access the E-mail or Internet allows the ISD 
to charge your own account accordingly. 

With the ever increasing demand for modems, one won- 
ders however why aren’t all computers sold with a built-in 
unit. The demand is such that on three occasions this year 
these devices were out of stock at virtually all PC stores in 
Amman. Modems will probably cease to be optional 
equipment in a year or two. When we reach this point, 
people will stop worrying about what is in a modem. 
Personal computers will then be considered as highly 
sophisticated telephone sets. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A. Shuqair 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 


“Six.” repeated the old man, 

“and yet you are not as tall as my umbrella.’ 
“And how old is your umbrella” asked the boy. 


** This soldier fought bravely. 

Hatha al-jundi harraba besbaja'a. 


* * * 


** Welcome, you've illuminated our country. 

Ahlan wa sahlan, hawwert baladna. 


** These towers are symbols of our civilisation. 

Haathehi al-abraja ramz le-hadaaratina. 


** Let's travel by train tomorrow. 

Hayya nusarfir bil-qitar ghadan. 


** Keep everything top secret. 


yakon koll shayy sirri jiddan. 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 



“Let me do that. I think I can do it better 
than you.” 


1. From what play are the lines." Hath not u Jew eyes. 
HATH a Jew hands?" 


2. Name the highest point in Africa. 


3. Why are members of the Congress spoken of as 
solons? 


• FTRST BOY: “Does your mother give you anything 
when you arc good?" 

SECOND BOY: “No. but she gives me something when 
I'm bad." 


4. Bv whom was the Law of Gravitation discovered? 


5. Which animal has the ability to feign death when in 
dancer? 


HAPPY DREAMS 


6. The pineapple tree is less than one metre long and 
vields onlv one fruit? 


7. Which is longer: the Tigris or the Euphrates? 
S. When was Kuwait University founded? 


* BLOSSOMS — Happiness, prosperity’, and content- 
ment are promised in a dream of trees, shrubs. or flowers 
in blossom. 


* BONUS — New social contacts will prove unexpect- 
edly useful in business if you dreamed of receiving a 
bonus. 


JOKES 


• “How old are you. Sonny? 
asked an old man a little boy in the park. 
“Six." came a quick answer. 


* DOME — The dome of a building seen in your dream 
signifies unexpected honour or recognition for yourself or 
someone closely connected to you. 


Finnish study confirms 
exercise strengthens bones 


LONDON <R> — Those 
step classes are not only 
good for toning the thighs 
— they build bone mass, 
which can prevent osteo- 
porosis in later life. Finnish 
researchers reported. 

Their findings, published 
in the Lancet medical jour- 
nal. add to a growing body 
of evidence that weight- 
bearing exercise strengthens 
the boiies. 

Osteoporosis, or brittle- 
bone disease, is caused 
when calcium leaches from 
the bones, weakening them. 
It can lead to hip fractures 
and other problems. 

Ari Heinonen and col- 
leagues at the Ukk Institute 
for" Health Promotion 


exercised regularly 


Research in Tampere. Fin- 
land recruited 98 women 
aged between 35 and 45. 
None 

excepr for walking. 

Half were assigned a pro- 
gramme of high-impact 
exercise three times a week 
including step aerobics, 
which puls great pressure 
on the bones, as well as 
stretching and calisthenics. 

Their diets were moni- 
tored to make sure both 
groups got enough calcium. 

The group dial did extra 
exercise saw an increase of 
1.4 to 3.7 per cent in their 
bone mass density, as mea- 
sured at various sites in 
their bodies. 

“High impact exercise is 


effective in improving 
skeletal integrity and pro- 
moting muscular perfor- 
mance and dynamic balance 
in premenopausal women.” 
Heinonen's group conclud- 
ed. 

“If done on a regular 
basis, this type of training 
may be an efficient, feasible 
and inexpensive way to pre- 
vent osteoporosis and osteo- 
porotic fractures." 

But Robert Marcus of the 
Division of Endocrinology. 
Gerontology and Metabo- 
lism at Stanford University 
tempered the Finnish 
group’s optimism. 

“This paper joins a grow- 
ing number of controlled 
trials that clearly demon- 


strate skeletal benefit from 
exercise." he commented. 

“As encouraging as these 
reports may be. the exer- 
cise-induced gains in bone- 
mineral density have been 
modest, generally about one 
to three per cent, and do not 
approach the magnitude of 
difference that distinguishes 
athletes from the people 
who watch them.’* 

He concluded: “Given the 
sedentary nature of Western 
societies and their generally 
dismal record of adherence 
to exercise programmes, 
questions remain about how 
practicable the findings 
might be." 


Teamwork — a far-fetched ideal? 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 


IF YOU ever do decide to look for something that could be 
of interest to a Jordanian who is between. 16 to 26 years 
old on the local television channels, do not-expect to find 
anything that really addresses the hopes and concerns of 
this age group. 

Even though the issue of standards on such channels is 
not an issue here, what we need to highlight is the clear 
lack of programmes that define who our young people 
really are today and what they really do. 

For starters, all that we can ask for is that the presence of 
our young people, a distinct social entity, be acknowl- 
edged. Luckily, we do not have to look far for such pro- 
grammes. All that we need to do. at least those of us with 
satellite dishes, is switch on to Lebanon's Future TV 
where a youthful image is clearly communicated. 

This television channel employs energetic young people, 
always stylishly dressed, on colourful modem sets along 
with an interesting line up of programmes. 

Could we do the same over here? I am sure that we can 
once we decide that we really want to. This is the same old 
story: We can do anything but we truly need to want to do 
it. We need to possess the courage to make bold decisions. 
Once our beloved elected representatives decide to pass 
the heaps of legislation that are supposed to make our 
somewhat under- rated, dull and miserable lives a whole 
lot more colourful and interesting. 

Or maybe not. Maybe we do not want, or feel that we 
even need, some good looking cheerful people look back 
at our frowning faces from our television screens. Maybe 
we would like to keep the grim-faced and stiff-lipped piti- 
ful excuse for presenters that we currently play host to 
every day and night. 

Ultimately, this is something else that has to do with 
choice. A choice that provides us with the opportunities to 
do everything possible in our search for that elusive better 
life. A choice that demands that we be involved in any- 
thing and everything. A choice that demands that we 
defend our right to a peaceful and comfortable existence. 

A decent starting point is to achieve a good working rela- 
tionship between professionals. By making them feel that 
they are a part of a team. By teaching them to appreciate 
one another’s efforts rather than continuously undermin- 
ing them. And by ousting those who seek to destroy, while 



others look forward to building. 

This we have to learn to do. It will be a very arduous task 
partly because of that selfishness engraved in human 
nature today, and partly because we, in our little country of 
4 million, seem to lack the imagination and the sense of 
curiosity that fuel excellence. 

Play along with this little quiz for a few moments: How 
many people have actually noticed the newly placed 
bronze-like balloon down in Wadi Sakra’s King 
Abdullah's Gardens? How many of them did bother to 
enquire or wonder what it was? How many did bother to 
try and find out what it really was for? And how many just 
thought that it was just another cheap publicity stunt by 
that famous fast food joint that we have come to love to 
hate? 

Plenty, a few, hardly anyone, and maybe all of them are 
the most probable answers. The balloon is in fact part of 
the exhibits for a travelling art installation show currently 
visiting Amman. 

What matters at the end is the simple stuff of wanting to 
know about things and possessing the imagination to be 
willing to learn. Once this can be accomplished, it will be 
very easy to truthfully accept what is right and be willing 
to change what is in need of fixing. 

First and foremost, we have to educate and coach our- 
selves to be inquisitive. To be interested in everything, in 
art, in music, in colours, in learning and in working. We 
have got to realise that we can accomplish a great deal 
once we leam to work as part of a team where giving 
counts as much as receiving, and maybe that little bit 
more, and where talking, that all important first big step, 
remains the anticipated next venture. 


JTV CHANNEL TWO WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, November 21, 1996 


2:00 

Holy Koran 

2:05 

Iris + Ovide & The Gang 

2:35 

Out Of This World 

3:00 

Covington Cross 

3:30 

Feature — Big Ideas — U — Family 
Starring: Justin Rosmak & Harold Hopkins 

5:00 

News Rash 

5:02 

Continuation Of Rim 

5:30 

French Progammes 
Intertainment Varieties 

7:00 

Le Journal 

7:15 

Magazine — Atonies Crochus 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

Pacific Station 

8:00 

The American Chart Show 

8:30 

Material World 

9:10 

Kung Fu — Hie Legend Continues 

10:00 

News In English 

10:25 

Feature Film — Deadly Whispers 
Starring: Tony Danza & Pamela Reed 


6:00 

French Programme 
Magazine — Faut Pas Rever 

7:00 

Le Journal 

7:15 

Magazine — Sports Et Musique 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

Fresh Prince Of Bel-Air 

8:01 

Auto-Classics 

8:30 

Album Show 

9:10 

Documentary (Hold Up The Sun) 

10:00 

News In English 

10:30 

Cover 

11:15 

Miami Vice 

12:00 

Yes Minister 


Monday, November 25, 1996 


Friday, November 22, 1996 


2:00 

2:05 

2:30 

3:00 

4:00 

4:30 

5:00 

5:02 

6:00 


2:00 

Holy Koran 

2:05 

Iris + Muppet Show 

2:30 

Play About + Rintstones 

3:00 

See How They Grow 

3:15 

French Programme 
L'Ecole Des Fans 

4:00 

Crystal Maze 

5:00 

News Rash 

5:02 

Name Your Adventure 

5:30 

French Programme 
Magazine — Envoye Special 

7:00 

Le Journal 

7:15 

Magazine — Alio La Terre 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

Blossom (Comedy) 

8:00 

Secret Weapons 

8:30 

Hunter 

9:10 

Virtual Reality 

10:00 

News In English 

10:30 

Feature Film — Blood Relation 

Starring: Andrce LachapelJe & Mario Saint 

Amand 


7:30 

7:35 

8:01 

8:30 

9:10 

10:00 

10:25 

11:15 


Holy Koran 
Muppet Show 
Dad's Army 

French Programme — Varieties 

Documentary 

Hey Dad 

News Flash 

Destiny Ridge 

French Programme — Magazine 
Science — Cinq Sur Cinq 
News Headlines 
Rosanne 

Disaster Chronicle — Documentary 
Cinema. Cinema 
The Lazarus Man 
- News In English 
Best Seller 
Bodies Of Evidence 


Tuesday, November 26, 1996 


Saturday, November 23, 1996 


2:00 

2:05 

2:25 

2:40 

3:00 

3:15 

4:00 

4:30 

5:00 

5:02 

5:15 

6:00 


2:00 

2:05 

2:30 

3:00 


3:30 

4:00 

4:30 

5:00 

5:02 

5:15 

6:00 


7:00 

7:15 

7:30 

7:35 

8:00 

8:30 

9:10 

10:00 

10:25 

11:15 


Holy Koran 

Adventures Of Mickey And Donald 
Circus 

French Programme 

Document — La France Aux Mille Villages 
Family Programme — Fete Des Bebes 
Gillette (Sports) 

Chris Cross 
News Flash 
Futures 
Blue Heelers 
French Programme 
Serie — Jack 
Lc Journal 
Magazine — Ziva 
News Headlines 
Something Wilder 

Documentary — Gardens Of The World 
Prism 

Lois And Clark 
News In English 
Zoya 

Feature — Casanova Brown — 1975 
Starring: Gary Cooper & Teresa Wright 


15 

30 


35 

01 


S 

9 

10 


12 


30 

10 


00 

30 

15 

00 


Holy Koran 

Budgie The Little Helicopter 
Oscar's Orchestra 
I Love Lucy 

French Programme — Sciences Cartoon 

Magazine — Montagnc 

At The Zoo 

Dog House 

News Flash 

Fun With Physics 

Road To Avonlea 

French Programme 

Serie — La Lumierc Des Justes 

Magazine — Extra Large 

News Headlines 

Murphy Brown 

Magazine 0-1 

Encounter 

Star Trek — The Next Generation 
News In English 
China Beach 
Mission Impossible 
Are You Being Served 


Wednesday, November 27, 1996 


2:00 

2:05 

2:30 

3:00 


Sunday, November 24, 1996 


3:30 

4:00 

4:30 

5:00 

5:02 

6:0(1 


2:00 

2:05 

2:30 

3:00 

3:30 

4:00 

4:30 

5:00 

5:02 

5:15 


Holy Koran 

7;00 

7:15 

Ficvels American Tails 

7:30 

You Bel Your Life 

7:35 

French Programme 

8:01 

Enrcrainmentw- We*k-en«to Speciaktx . 

8:30 

World Echo (Documentary) 

9:10 

The Famous Five 

10:00 

News Flash 

10:30 

Documentary 

11:15 

Search And Rescue 

12:00 


Holy Koran 
Muppet Show 
Circus 

French Programme 
Jeux — Pyramide 

SjIIf Com P a gnons De L’Aventure 
Documema^ - Earth Revealed 
Blizzard Island 
News Rash 

The Adventures + Kelly 
French Programme ’ 

Document - Ushuaia 
Le Journal 

The Four Seasons 

Super Surs Of Aciion 

Challenges 
N.B.A. Basketball 
News In English 
Bugs 

Hart To Hart 
Who's The Boss? 
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The industry created by Jane Austen’s novel interest 
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By Vicky Huntley 

WERE SHE alive roday — 
and no matter how strong 
her urge to gloat — Jane 
Austen would view die 
unabated revival of interest 
in her with her famous sense 
of perspective. 

Despite that her books are 
sex in a sociery and rime 
about which most of us 
could have no idea, her sto- 
ries continue to delight, 
bewitch and absorb us some 
ISO years on. We cannot, it 
seems, get enough of her. 

The craze began in earnest 
with the BBC-TV adapta- 


tion of Persuasion that won 
a BAFTA (British Academy 
of Film and Television Artsj 
award for best single drama 
and was broadcast last year. 

Oscar class 

Later, and even more sig- 
nificantly. there followed 
BBC-TV's immensely pop- 
ular serialisation of Pride 
And Prejudice, with Jenni- 
fer Ehie. who played the 
lead role of Lizzie Bennet, 
gening the BAFTA award 
for best actress. And. in 
February this year the 
much-feted Sense And Sen- 


sibility earned its star. Em- 
ma Thompson, an Oscar for 
her screenplay of the clas- 
sic. 

Unsurprisingly, that is not 
[he end of it. A film version 
of Emma starring Gwyneth 
Paltro is scheduled for re- 
lease in September, while its 
television counterpart has 
just gone into production to 
be seen in December on 
1TV (Britain's Independent 
Television Network). 

The ITV single drama is 
being made by the team that 
produced Pride And Preju- 
dice: Writer Andrew Davies 
ami producer Sue Binwis- 



Actress Jennifer Ehle is one of Jane Austen’s most famous heroines — Lizzie Bennet 
— and Colin Firth is her suitor, Mr. Darcy, seen here in the 1995 BBC-TV serialisa- 
tion of Pride And Prejudice 


tic. 

This latest revival has al.su 
spawned a spin-off trade in 
Jane Austen CDs. videos, 
cooking books and T-shirts 
— all of which would per- 
haps raise an incomprehen- 
sible smile from Miss 
Austen. She might be baf- 
fled that her portrait now 
decorates people’s shins, 
considering that when she 
was first published she did 
so in secret and used the 
pseudonym of "by a lady.” 

Rediscovered talent 

Streams of visitors from 
around the globe continue 
the Lrek to "her home in 
Chawton. Hampshire, in 
southern England. She lived 
there between 1809 and 
1817 with her greatly loved 
sister, Cassandra, her friend. 
Martha Lloyd, and her mo- 
ther. For Miss Austen's fol- 
lowers this most celebrated 
literary figure — who died 
at the age of 41, the author 
of six novels — has never 
been out of fashion. 

"People arc rediscovering 
that you don't need exag- 
gerated sex and violence to 
get your drama,” says Tom 
Carpenter who, as trustee 
administrator, runs the 
house at Chawton for the 
Jane Austen Memorial 
Trust. "Her observation of 
human nature is as relevant 
today as it was ihen.” A sen- 
timent shared by Susan 
McCartan, honorary secre- 
tary of the Jane Austen So- 
ciety, who adds: “She was 
such a psychologist. What 
she says is so pertinent." 

Both have a tangible 
respect and affection for the 
writer and both bear witness 
to the amazing impact of 
“the media circus” follow- 
ing the film and television 
exposure. The Austen home 
is now the key element in 
the promotion of tourism in 
Hampshire. 

Chawton mania 

Chawtpn village is surviv- 
ing tfie mania with Fortitude 
and patience, welcoming 
the visitors who generally 
behave with propriety. But 
there's talk of one tourist 
moving a milk crate from 
the from of a pretty cottage 
because it was not consid- 
ered aesthetically correct for 
a photograph he wanted to' 
take. 

Cassandra’s Cup, the pub 



Jane Austen's home at Chawton, Hampshire, southern England, where the writer lived from 1809 until 
her early death in 1817. The house is now a centre for Austen enthusiasts who come from all over the 
world to see where she wrote, it looks little changed from her day 


opposite the house, copes 
magnificently with the 
groups of hungry and thirsty 
callers. Bar staff at the 
Greyiriar Inn puli the pints 
with a smile and receive 
bookings from overseas for 
table reservations with 
equanimity. (One visitor is 
supposed to have asked 
whether Miss Austen was 
available for book signings 
but the story may be a slight 
exaggeration). 

Tom Carpenter — whose 
grandfather bought the 
1 7th-century redbrick house 
in 1948 for £3.000. thence 
founding the Jane Austen 
Memorial Trust — observes 
the Austen fever with a 
pragmatic and genial eye. 
By the second television 
episode of Pride And Pre- 
judice. the monthly average 
of 200 visitors increased by 
3,000 and the 20.000 yearly 
average leapt to 30.000 last 
year. 

“The house is very forgiv- 
ing but we have noticed a 
lot more creaks from the 
floorboards. We need to 
keep a balance and not put it 
under excess strain.” says 
Mr. Carpenter. No stranger 
to film crews, he is unlikely 
to forget the visit from a 
U.K, breakfast television 


programme to coincide with 
the premiere of Sense And 
Sensibility. 

“The camera took the 
entire nation through the 
bouse one morning in just 
five minutes and then the 
entire nation came down to 
the house afterwards.” 

Accessible heritage 

Mr. Carpenter is keenly 
aware of the need to make 
this essential part of the 
English heritage “very ac- 
cessible.” A policy under- 
lined by the fact that the 
house's curator, Jean Bow- 
den. and her assistant. Ann 
Channon. make themselves 
available for broadcasts, 
talks and interviews. 

A crucial support for the 
trust is the Jane Austen 
Sociery that was formed in 
1940 with the specific pur- 
pose of raising funds to pre- 
serve. the home where the 
writer spent the last seven 
years of her life. 

Here, she revised her three 
early novels for publication 
(Elinor And Marianne be- 
came Sense And Sensibility; 
First Impressions became 
Pride And Prejudice, and 
Susan became North anger 
Abbey) and wrote the three 
novels of her maturity: 


Mansfield Park, Emma and 
Persuasion. She had begun 
work on a seventh. 
Sanditon, in 1 816 but illness 
prevented its completion. 
By that time she had con- 
tracted a tubercular disease 
of the kidneys and died in 
July 1817. 

Country girl 

Bom in 1775. the daughter 
of a country clergyman, 
Jane Austen spent her first 
25 years at the village of 
Steventon in Hampshire. As 
a child, she. wrote amusing 
burlesques of contemporary 
sentimental fiction (includ- 
ing her lively and somewhat 
disrespectful A History Of 
England), establishing the 
patterns that were to make 
her one of the great British 
novelists. 

Although she never mar- 
ried and led a comparatively 
restricted existence, the 
world of the family, court- 
ship, village life and Eng- 
land’s rural genny withheld 
few secrets from her dis- 
criminating eye. As Aus- 
ten’s character in Pride And 
Prejudice, Lizzie Bennet, 
puts in She hopes she 
"never laughs at what is 
wise or good, but at foolish- 
ness and nonsense.” 


"She knew what it was 
like to be a poor relation ” 
says Susan McCartan. of the 
Jane Austen Society. "She 
had a privileged grounding 
in a loving home environ- 
ment but after her father 
died she lived on a reduced 
income and couldn't break 
into society even in a casual 
way because she simply 
wasn't grand enough.” 

The society is a thriving 
oiganisation committed to 
the preservation of the man- 
uscripts. letters and memo- 
rabilia of the author and her 
family. It nurtures an appre- 
ciation and study of her life, 
work and times, producing 
scholarly publications and 
providing authoritative 
back-up for schools and col- 
leges. 

Its current membership is 
a little over 10,000 — 400 
of whom are from overseas 
(North America. Australia, 
the Netherlands, Scandina- 
via, Malaysia, Hawaii and 
Central Aftica included). 

Susan McCartan sums up 
all the renewed interest in 
the respected writer this 
way: “The revival has intro- 
duced Jane Austen to a new 
generation... one that has 
never heard of her” — 
London Press Service. 
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Shanghai builds prestige library, opera house 


By Mark O r neill 
Reuter 

SHANGHAI — 

Shanghai is building a 
combined theatre and 
opera bouse which it 
says will be the largest 
in* Asia and more ad- 
vanced than the Sydney 
Opera House or the 
Lincoln Centre in New 
York. 

Last month it opened 
a dazzling 400 million 
yuan ($48.2 million) 
Antiquities Museum 
and will next month 
open Asia’s third-big- 
gest library costing 600 
million yuan. 

These are just three of 
the prestige projects the 
city is building out of its 
own pocket, after 40 
years of neglect, in its 
rush to regain what It 
sees as its rightful place 
as one of the premier 
cities in Asia and the 
world. 

The opera house — or 
Grand Theatre as it is 
officially called — is the 
most spectacular, with 
a price tag of $133 mil- 
lion. The building looks 
over the People’s 
Square in the city cen- 
tre, opposite the new 
museum. 

“Our Grand Theatre 
will be the largest in 
Asia (in seats and ca- 
pacity) and more ad- 
vanced than Sydney 
Opera House and the 
Lincoln Centre in terms 
of cost and equipment,’’ 
said Le Sbengli, chief of 
the project’s engineer- 

igwork. 

% is a matter of reg- 
ret that a big interna- 
tional city life Shang- 
hai does not have a 


high-class, large-scale 
venue to receive orches- 
tras and performers 
like Pavarotti,” he said. 

The stage lighting sys- 
tem will be imported 
from a Belgian subsi- 
diary of Siemens, the 
sound system from JBL 
Co of the United States, 
the sta^e facilities from 
Mitsubishi Heavy In- 
dustries of Japan and 
the seats from Italy. 

Mr. Le visited the- 
atres and opera houses 
in France, Italy, the 
United States and Aus- 
tralia for ideas. 

Visiting orchestras 
currently play in the 
1,100-seat Shanghai 
Concert Hall built in 
1930, in the city's bas- 
ketball stadium or a 
meeting hall in the city 
government building. 

Work on the new 
building, which fea- 
tures an auditorium of 
2,000 seats, began in 
September 1994 and 
building is due to 
in on Oct. 1. 1998. 
_je opera house is 
being built on land that 
was part of Shanghai’s 
racecourse before the 
Communist takeover in 

1949. 

Next door, in what 
was the race clubhouse, 
is the Shanghai Lib- 
which is moving 
month to a huge 
site in the city’s 
southwest. 

“Our new 


the 
o 



A cyclist passes the construction of Shanghai's new Opera House, costing $133 million and is due to 
be completed in October 1998. it is the most spectacular of the new buildings going up in Shanghai 
which is eager to regain its status as one of Asia’s most important cities (Reuter photo) 
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one of the 10 largest in 
the world and the third 
biggest in Asia, after 
Beijing and Tokvo, Mr. 
Wu said. 


will 

and 

hai, 


in 


building 
be a monument 
symbol of Shang- 

? ' ‘said Wu Jian- 

zhong, deputy director 
of the library. 

The library will have 
a floor space of 83,000 
square metres, and in 
terms of volume will be 


It aims to serve both 
the general public and 
the research communi- 
and will also host 
hina’s largest gramo- 
phone record collection 
of 140,000 pieces, he 
said. 

AH these prestige pro- 
jects, financed with 


£ 


local money, reflect 
Shanghai’s desire to 
make up for the neglect 
the city suffered during 
the first 40 years of 
Communist rule, when 
most of the wealth it 
generated as China’s 
top industrial city went 
to the central govern- 
ment in Beijing. 

Shanghai’s popula- 
tion has more than dou- 
bled since 1949 to over 
14 million, but up to the 
early 1990s almost no- 


thing had been done 
about its deteriorating 
roads, housing ana 
other public infrastruc- 
ture. 

Things changed after 
1990, when the city was 
given permission to re- 
tain more of the money 
it generates, allowed a 
national stock market 
and designated the 
country’s financial cap- 
ital. 

It was also given the 


right to sell land for de- 
velopment. 

These changes have 
transformed the city’s 
balance sheet and al- 
lowed it to build the 
kind of grand projects 
the city government 
thinks it deserves. 

“You cannot evaluate 
these projects in com- 
mercial terms alone,” 
said one Chinese ban- 
ker. “They are being 
built for prestige ana 
status.” 


Beatles biggest 
sellers in world 
...since Beatles 

By Paul Majendie 
Reuter 

LONDON — The Beatles have outsold every pop group in 
the world this year and sales of more than 20 million 
albums make them the most successful band since... the 
Beatles. 

Three Anthology volumes of out-takes and live record- 
ings shot to number one in the U.S. charts. The Guinness 
Book of Records had to rewrite its 1996 entry on the 
world’s most famous group and will have to do so again 
next year. 

"The Beatles in the last 12 months have sold more 
albums than they ever did in any one year in the sixties,” 
said anthology publicist Geoff Baker. 

"The Beatles have beaten the Beatles. That’s not hype. It 
is true," he told Reuters as the third Anthology volume 
enjoys bumper sales in the run-up to Christmas. It is Lhe 
18th number one Beatles album in the Llnited States. 

"It- is interesting that three guys who stopped recording 
together in 1970 and one who tragically died in 1980 are 
now outselling every other artist on the planet," Mr. Baker 
said. 

He quashed rumours that Paul McCartney. George 
Harrison and Ringo Starr would get together for a “three- 
ties” golden oldies reunion concert tour. 

“That is absolutely not on. Paul said that the thought of 
anyone filling John’s shoes was nonsense.” Mr. Baker said. 
Lennon was shot dead outside his New York apartment in 
1980. 

The Anthology albums have spawned a new generation 
of Beaile fans. The band's record label, Apple, says four 
out of every 10 Beatle albums sold this year have been 
bought by teenagers who were not even bom when the 
group broke up. 

The release of the Anthology albums has also boosted 
sales of the Beatles back catalogue, record executives say. 

Gross record sales. TV rights and' video sales will earn 
about $780 million this year with the lion’s share going to 
British record company EMI. 

Oasis, leaders of the 1990s British popular music revival, 
readily acknowledge that the Beatles are a major influence 
on them. 

Mr. Baker had great admiration for Oasis but said their 
1996 sales were less than half those achieved by the 
Beaties. 

He said the surviving Beatles were “flattered and delight- 
ed” by the reception the albums have had. 

“Paul always used to say he was pleased not about the 
fame and the legends but the songs. He and John hoped and 
intended they would last. They plainly have.” 
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Hope for Kabul’s blind in midst of war 


Pioneering system helps brain haemorrhage patients 


A COLLABORATIVE project between a hospital in 
northwest England and a multinational electronics com- 
pany has resulted in a pioneering system that helps 
patients with brain haemorrhage. 

Teleradiology — described by a member of the team 
involved in its development as “a glimpse of the future" 
— allows X-rays to be transmitted instantly by fibre 
optic or telephone cable. 

Clinical specialists at outlying hospitals in the 
Manchester area, northwest England, are able to get 
rapid and safer diagnosis of certain conditions in 
patients. An emergency consultation and diagnosis can 
then he rapidly followed by minimally invasive treat- 

r Js;ng this digital image-networking facility and the 
new Digital Angiography Unit based at the X-ray 
^ jpc.riir.ent at Manchester Royal Infirmary', shown 


here, medical teams can. for example see exactly where 
brain artery aneurysms are, and treatment procedures 
can be continuously monitored. 

The system — the first of its type — has been devel- 
oped by Philips for Manchester Royal Infirmary and in 
conjunction with the hospital. It expects to be involved 
in other Frontier-breaking techniques, including remote 
diagnosis by satellite of injury or disease. 

The X-ray unit, which has some of the most advanced 
imaging facilities in the world, also has strong links with 
the nearby Manchester University’s Medical School 
Department of Diagnostic Radiology where, in collabo- 
ration with industry, research projects to develop image 
analysis and technology in MRI (magnetic resonance 
imaging) are being carried out — London Press Service. 
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By Tim Johnston 
Reuter 

KABUL — Mohammad 
Ashoq has not been able lo 
work for a year. He had to 
close his barber's shop in a 
small town southwest of 
Kabul when his eyesight 
began to fail. 

But now he hopes to re- 
open his shop. 

“I had great difficulties. I 
could not see well and my 
work depended on my eyes. 
Bul God willing. I will 
reopen my shop soon." said 
Mr. Ashoq. 

The source of Mr. Ashoq ’s 
hope is the Noor Eye Hos- 
pital in Kabul. In a convert- 
ed private house — the hos 


'pita! was destroyed some 
years ago in the fighting — 
doctors and nurses perform 
■ operations, conduct eye 
tests and prescribe medica- 
tion. 

In another facility Noor 
provides rehabilitation for 
blind people, many of them 
victims of the seven teen - 
year-old war which has in- 
tensified in recent weeks as 
radical Islamic Taleban 
fighters battle forces loyal 
tn the ousted government. 

Tom Little is project man- 
ager for the International 
Assistance Mission (1AM). 
which supports the hospital 
‘ with doctors and material. 

In a curtained cubicle he 
tests Mr. Ashoq s sight with 


a lichtboard on which are 
painted a number of "E*s" 
rotated so that they are fac- 
ing up. down, or back to 
fronL 

“In Afghanistan blindness 
was regarded as a stigma, 
almost as a judgement from 
God.” Mr. Little told Reu- 
ters. ‘There w f ere no facili- 
ties, and very Hide in the 
way of rehabilitation for the 
blind. 

**U is hard enough to get a 
job here if you are sighted, 
but almost impossible if you 
are blind. 

“We have seen drivers 
who can hardly see any- 
thing. bul they are forced to 
cany on working to earn a 
living." Mr. Little said. 


! ANSWERS 

j BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

l . Shakespeare’s “Merchant of Venice ” 

5. Opossum. 

2: Mount Kilimanjaro, 19.320 feet. 

6. True. . . 

3. After Solon, the Athenian law-giver, who was 
entrusted with revising the Athenian constitution. 

7. The Euphrates. 

4. Sir Isaac Newton. 

1 

8. 1966. 



An Afghan woman wearing a burqa is examined by a doctor at the Noor Eye Hospital have lived off my saving: 
northeast of the capital, Kabul. The Noor's previous facility was destroyed when it and now they are almo: 
was engulfed in factional fighting that broke out after Kabul fell to the anti- finished. Without this clini 
Communist Mujahcdeen in 1992. It was later rebuilt and is now the only eye clinic of I would not have been abl 
its kind in Kabul, selling glasses for as little as 26.000 afghanis ($1.50) f Reuter photo) to go back to work." 


Russians try to come to terms with leprosy 


LAM has been supporting 
the Noor Hospital for 30 
years. 

“We try not lo get in- 
volved in politics,” says Mr. 
Little. “We do sometimes 
get into trouble with gov- 
ernments. but it is not 
because we are favoring the 
other side. 

“The main problem is the 
war. We build up a facility 
and it gets destroyed, so we 
build it up again and again it 
is destroyed.” he says. 

“We train staff and they 
are killed, or they leave. 
Over the last 15 years we 
trained a lot of women, 
because they were the only 
ones around. Most of them 
are still working, but it is 
difficult.” 

One of the first edicts of 
the Taleban on their take- 
over of Kabul in late Sep- 
tember was to ban women 
from the workplace, but en- 
forcement appears to have 
been relaxed slightly. 

Despite Afghanistan's 
ever-present political uncer- 
tainties. IAM is still ex- 
panding. 

Two weeks ago, they ma- 
naged to restart their lens- 
grinding shop. When it is 
fully operational, most lens 
prescriptions will be fabri- 
cated in Kabul. 

The previous facility was 
destroyed when it was 
engulfed by the factional 
fighting that broke out after 
the Moscow-backed gov- 
ernment in Kabul fell to the 
anti-Communist Mujahi- 
deen in 1992. 

The machinery — some 
of it 50 years old — was 
shipped from the United 
States. “The whole outfit 
cost S23.000. It was shipped 
to Karachi (in Pakistan), 
then it was put onto a truck 
and then somehow we man- 
aged to get it through the 
frontlines into Kabul,” says 
Mr. Little. 

“We are training up the 
technicians to operate the 
machines and it should- 
become self-supporting.” 1 • ■ 

To sustain itself. Noor 
charges for all but emer- 
gency sight-saving opera- 
tions. 

However, by Western 
standards, their products are 
not expensive. Spectacles 
start at 26.000 afghanis 
($1.50) a pair and a small 
bottle of eye drops is 1 ,200 
afghanis (7 cents). 

For people like Moham- 
mad Ashoq, it is a price well 
worth paying. “For a year I 
have lived off my savings, 
and now they are almost 
finished. Without this clinic 
I would not have been able 
to go back to work.” 


By Timothy Heritage 
Renter 

ZELYONAYA DUBRAVKA. Russia — When strange 
lumps first appeared on Russian pensioner Ver.i 
Prokopcva's body, she had hardh even heard of leprosy, lei 
alone though! that she might have it. 

More than a year laler. she has reconciled herself to life as 
one of Russia's some 1 .000 lepers, set up a temporary home 
in one of the country's four leprosy clinics in this secluded 
village. 80 kilometres north of Moscow. 

Ms. Prokopeva. 56. is one of the luckier ones. She expects 
to be well enough to go home in about two years. Some of 
the other 29 lepers eking out a humble existence in the run- 
down clinic at Zelyonaya Dubravka will never leave. 

“1 realised Td got leprosy very late on. My face looked 
horrible, all red and lumpy, and i had no idea what it was." 
Ms. Prokopeva said, silting on one of the few seats in good 
repair in the clinic’s study ami library. 

“When I found out what it was, I didn't get too upset 
because I didn't really know what it was all abouL I'm not 
panicking now cither because I know I'm going to be going 
home." 

Ms. Prokopcva's dream is to return to her family in the 
mining community of Vorkuta in Russia's Arctic. She hxs 
already been back once, but her forehead and checks are 
still covered with ugly lumps which make tier look perma- 
nently bruised. 

“1 don't know how I got this." she said. “They say some- 
one once had it in a region near my home 15 years ago. but 
I am the only one who has had it since then. Goodness 
knows where it came from." 

Gone are the days when lepers wore bells to single them 
out from healthy people or. as in one extreme case reported 
in Japan hundreds of years ago. were gathered together and 
buried alive. 

But the disease which stalked Europe after it was brought 
to the region after the Crusades, still had a stigma attached 
to ii long into the 20th century. Soviet dictator Josef Sialm 
ordered (lie clinic moved from Moscow to Zelyonaya 
Dubravka in 1936 for fear of the disease spreading. 

Nikolai Goloshchapov. Ihe 6 1 -year-old head of the clinic. 
sa>s there arc from 12 to 15 million lepers in the world. 
About 4.2 million arc registered in India and the disease 
remains a problem in China and purls of South America. 

Leprosy is a progressive disease caused by a bacterium 
closely related to the one which causes tuberculosis. The 
infection attacks skin and nerves, causing blotches and 
lumps, and can cause numbness, paralysis and ultimately 
deformity. 

It is contagious but much harder to catch than was once 
widely believed. 

“You have to live rloselv with someone over a long peri- 
od to get leprosy. You have to cat. drink and sleep with 


them.” Dr. Goloshchapov said in his cramped office. 

He said Russia had between 1.010 and 1.015 cases, more 
than half registered in a clinic in the southern region of 
Astrakhan. Other clinics are in the southern city of Kuban 
and in Irkutsk in Siberia. 

From eight to 1 1 new cases of leprosy are reported in 
Russia each year, but modem medicine makes it possible to 
huh the progression and allow most patients to go home 
within six months to three years. 

“Using our own medicines, we usually take a maximum 
of three years to treat people. Then they go home and come 
back once a year or once every two years. Then they con- 
tinue being treated and monitored for life." Dr. 
Goloshchapov said. 

“Leprosy is gradually dying out here." 

He was thankful that the Health Ministry was still payio® 
for the clinic at a time when many institutions and worker? 
were nor being paid or funded, but said he had no money to 
develop new medicines. 

There is less reason for optimism for the patients who 
expect to spend the rest nf their life in Zelvonava Dubravka, 

Pyotr Podkovin arrived in the clinic when he was 17 
Fifty- five years later he is still there, living in a single room 
with his wife and fellow leper Raya, whom he met at the 
clinic and married 50 years ago. 

*Tm quite happy here. I get paid for work in the library I 
have my plot of ground to look after," Mr. Podkovin said 

But pointing to his feet with gnarled and his curled hands 
he added: “I just wish my feel did not hurt so much, they 
have been getting more painful recently.” 

Mr. Podkovin. who has had leprosy since he was 10 was 
captured at the age ofl 7 in the western citv of Smolensk bv 
N;.z, soldiers during World War II and pufin hospital re^dv 
tt) be taken to Germany. h y 

His sister rescued him from the hospital with the helD of 
Russian doctors and they hid in cellars for months before 
the Germans withdrew and Pyotr was able 10 go 10 
Zelyonuva Dubravka. * 

One sadness for Pyotr and Raya is thai .hey never had 
children — for a long time that was banned for Wt* tsw 
laws alknv them to have children but babies are ^ 
at birth until the mother is cured. 

“ r " te fc'-F™ 1 nc ™- 1 warn to leave and I 
has e nowhere lo go anyway. Mr. Podkovin said “ ’ 

Another long-term resident is 56-vear-o!d Yevdokiva 
Kurbatova. Bent over by her illness, hobbling nainfuMv , on 
deformed feel, she shuffles slow| v alone the im? A u 0n 
corridors between her room and the ffhen 2 barc 

Fondly known as Duxya. she proudly shows rennrto™ c 
porirail as a young girl, before the leprosy due d 
m her face below her listless eyes. ^ ® craters 

“It’s okay bore. They treat me well here r „ 

else left in life. I'll sec my days out here r Ihc Sd* ° nC 
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By Daphne Barak 

Kathleen Turner, who 
became famous in the 
1 980s as a Hollywood 
bomb shell — is turning to 
character roles these days. 
Within this respectable 
framework, she arrived in 
the Middle East to explain 
to one and all that she is in 
favour of peace. Really for 
it. 

With her raspy voice, 
sleepy look and skin-tight 
pantsuit, she came to Tel 
Aviv where I interviewed 
her. 

Question: Many sum. are 
afraid of being identified 
politically as they might 
lose some of their Fans. 

Answer 1 understand, 1 
definitely understand them, 
but I am not afraid. As a 
private person, I do have 
certain commitments. The 
fact that I am here already 
makes me a pan of what 
happens in the Middle East. 

I am not a politician, but as 
an actress, I am a communi- 
cator. 

Q: Did you learn the intri- 
cacies of the Middle East: 
who is against whom? 
Why? How much? 

A: Of course! My father 
was a diplomat, his last post 
was as United States consul 
in London. So I have 
always followed 

international events; at one 
point 1 was very friendly 
with the Israeli consul in 
New York (Uri Savir) and 
his- wife.” 

Q: That does not prove 
knowledge of the present 
situation. 

A: Correct. And that is 
why I studied about this 
area in the last few weeks. 

Q: To keep die right bal- 
ance. you have met with 
Shimon Peres and other 
Israeli officials. What about 
the Arabs? 1 

A. I will be going to Gaza 
and the West Bank and I 
will meet there with Pales- 
tinian leaders, reliable peo- 



Kathleen Turner 
pie. 

Q: Do you also plan to 
meet with right-wing 
Israelis? 

A. Believe me. 1 tried, 
and really warned to under- 
stand the siruauon, and io 
know the entire gamut of 
opinions, bui I haven’t had 
much success in that...” 

Q: Which Hollywood star 
has today inherited your 
“sex-symbol” roles? Is it 
Sharon Stone, or Julia 
Roberts, or maybe someone 
else? 

A. No, no. none of them. 
Look, the entire Hollywood 
industry has changed. 
When I began. I was a the- 
atre actress, and suddenly 1 
was offered a reading for a 
movie role, I had never 
made a movie before that. 
Today, the industry is 
formed by actresses that are 
also businesswomen, and 
very sharp ones at that. It is 
so different Also, J am 
always afraid to mention 
names because someone 
could feel hurl. And in any 
case, I feel 1 am still loo 


young to be naming an 
heiress. 

Q: How old are you? 

A: I'm 42. 

Q: Have you already per- 
formed your best role? 

A: No, no. no, no. Look, 
there are some roles where I 
think I performed very 
well, and then there are 
those moments when 1 did 
not do it so well. But when 
I look back, 1 must believe 
that even at (hose moments, 
1 still did the best I could. 

Q: What is your best per- 
formance io date? 

A. Crime of Passion” or 
maybe “Romancing the 
Stone” — these arc the 
ones I most enjoyed. 

Q: At one time you 
declared: “A man must be 
either gay or blind if he 
does nOt turn to look at 
me.” Do you still feel that 
way? 

A: On certain nights. I do 
still feel that way. yes. 

Q: When you were a little 
girl, what did you want to 
be? 

A: An actress, always an 


actress. But it took me 
some time to understand 
that you could make a liv- 
ing out of it. 

Q: Who has been your 
most perfect partner? 

A: I HAve had many good 
partners: Michael Douglas 
was very powerful, but it Is 
clear that Jack Nicolson is 
the most talented of all; but 
on the other hand, I also 
was a pretty good partner! 

Q: You have complained 
more than once about 
women's roles in Holly- 
wood, 

A: That Is so true. I gcL a 
lot of scripts, some of 
which never materialise, 
never get to the screen, but 
in most of them, if you 
were to cut out the 
woman’s role, the script 
would not drastically 
change... usually. the 
woman is “his wife,” “his 
lover,” “his girlfriend”, no 
more than a body. 

Q: Being that you are on a 
“political mission,” who 
did you support in the last 
American elections? 

A: Clinton. 1 have always 
supported him, and now I 
am celebrating. *1 cam- 
paigned for him. raised 
funds. Bob Dole — is just 
too old. I prefer looking at 
my daughter and at my son 
to looking back. 

Q: You are now here in 
Israel. What about a visit to 
the Arab countries? 

A: Oh definitely. I’m wail- 
ing for an invitation. The 
whole point is to listen to 
one another. After all, we 
are all humans and must 
express our own personali- 
ties. It is not a question of 
religion or belief or territo- 
ries. First of all, it is a 
question of communication 
between people. 

1 always tend to look for 
what people have in com- 
mon. before seeing what 
divides them. 

Oh, what a heavy weight 
you have placed on my 
shoulders. 


Jordan limes,. Thursday-Friday, November 21-22, 1996 


Pensions time-bomb 
worries Japan, China 
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By Ghislaine Kruit and 
Foils Timistra 

Economic advisers are 
warning Japanese politi- 
cians of dire financial con- 
sequences unless financial 
reform of old people’s 
health care and pensions is 
tackled swiftly. 

Many countries are 
wrestling with the growing 
difficulties of maintaining 
senior citizens’ welfare. But 
the problem is particularly 
acute in Japan, weighed 
down by a huge govern- 
ment debt burden and a 
shrinking tax base as its 
elderly population expands 
faster than anywhere else 
on Earth. 

Neighbouring China also 
faces a massive financial 
strain next century- as baby- 
boomers — bom during the 
time of Chairman Mao’s 
now-discredited popula- 
tion-growth policy — 
approach retirement. 

In Japan, the elderly pop- 
ulation grew by 25 per cent 
in the first half of this 
decade io 18.23 million. 
This compares with the 
next highest growth rate of 
17.7 per cent in Sweden. 
By 2025, it is forecast, one 
in four Japanese will be 
aged over 65. 

The financial implica- 
tions are grim. Yet there are 
fears that the issue is being 
allowed to drift — snagged 
by red tape in the powerful 
bureaucracy and stalled by 
politicians’ fears of taking 
unpopular decisions that 
might upset voters. 

Old people and those car- 
ing for them are already 
complaining of insufficient 
funding to make ends meet 
in one of the world’s most 
expensive countries. 

The cost of maintaining 
this ageing population 
could prove devastating to 
the nation, according to a 
commentary in the Japan 
Times newspaper, which 


warned of the dangers of 
“either massive tax increas- 
es or deficit spending' of 
staggering proportions ” 

To prevent the worst, say 
economists, restructuring 
of the system must start 
now. 

After several years of 
economic stagnation, the 
country is already lumber- 
ing under a huge financial 
burden, with long-term 
government debt forecast to 
reach 320,000 yen — or 64 
per cent of gross domestic 
product — by next year. 

Prime Minister Ryu taro 
Hashimoto instructed min- 
isters earlier this year to 
thrash out proposals to 
tackle the problem. 

Economic advisers say 
the 1997 budget, due in 
December, must also 
specifically address the 
problems of financing old 
people’s health care and 
pensions, both currently 
paid for out of income tax. 

Earlier this year, govern- 
ment officials drew up pro- 
posals io reform stare 
health insurance, including 
new premiums to be paid 
by workers aged over 40. 
restrictions on the provision 
of health benefits to people 
under 65, and even a 20 per 
cent levy for over-70s* 
medical care. 

Amid widespread criti- 
cism of the proposals, par- 
.liament hesitated, and had 
not made a decision by the 
time it was dissolved in late 
September. 

Meanwhile, pension offi- 
cials have given warning 
that the proportion of 
wages that workers con- 
tribute towards old-age 
benefit will have to 
increase from the current 
8.3 per cent to a whopping 
34.8 per cent by 2025 to 
maintain the value of pay- 
ments. This percentage 
could be trimmed to 29.8 if 
all payments were suspend- 
ed until workers reach 65. 


compared with 60 for some 
benefits at present. 

To reduce this premium 
further, say officials, pen- 
sions might have to be cut 
or workers’ generous annu- 
al bonuses ■ — often two 
months' pay — heavily 
taxed. 

These warnings were 
made in 1994, and since 
then, a falling birth rate has 
exacerbated the problem. 

Premier Hashimoto 
acknowledged the scale of 
the problem: “People are 
living longer than in the 
past. We have ro establish 
social security- and a social 
welfare system before it 
becomes too late.” 

Tetsuya Aman, a senior 
economic official at the 
Health and Welfare Min- 
istry, says: ‘The govern- 
ment is aware that" in the 
future there will be more 
people receiving old-age 
benefits than those paying 
for them, and each depart- 
ment is giving it much con- 
sideration in order to make 
a new' fiscal structure con- 
venient for everybody.” 

However, the’ 1994 pen- 
sion recommendations 
were considered “rather 
drastic,” but were still 
“under consideration.” 

Across the East China 
Sea, the consequences of 
Mao Zedong's baby-boom 
policy — long discarded 
for strict population control 
— are looming in Chinese 
cities such as Shanghai, 
where officials estimate 
they need to raise 60 mil- 
lion yuan to guarantee old 
folk a meagre basic pension 
over the next 30 years. 

Senior economist Wang 
Ju of the Shanghai Social 
Security Bureau says the 
big port city is leading the 
way in pension reforms in 
China. 

While most rural Chinese 
still have no official pen- 
sion provision, the former 
urban system, under which 


pensioners were cared for 
by their old workplace, led 
to great inequalities and 
financial strain on enter- 
prises, particularly since the 
advent of competitive mar- 
ket forces. 

Four years ago, a local 
fund was launched in 
Shanghai to relieve this 
burden while boosting 
labour mobility bv enabling 
workers to take their pen- 
sions with them if they 
swapped jobs. Other cities 
are now following suit. 

The Shanghai fund cur- 
rently needs government 
help to pay l.S million pen- 
sioners up to 500 yuan per 
month. After the year 2000. 
the fund is supposed to 
become self-sufficient. But, 
because of the demographic 
time-bomb, a huge finan- 
cial gap will have to be 
plugged io maintain the 
value of payments. 

"Until 2012, the situation 
will remain quite stable.” 
says Wang, “and after 2025 
it will again become stable, 
but in between we will hit a 
peak." 

One suggested method of 
raising the extra billions is 
gradually to increase workers' 
contributions to the fund from 
the current three per cent of 
salary to eight per cent. 
Employers already pay in 25 
per cent of their wages bill. 

However. the ■ fund’s 
prospects of meeting the 
required targets are threatened 
by high inflation and a short- 
age of actuarial experience on 
sound investment. Inflation hit 
17.8 per cent in Shanghai last 
year, while the pension fund 
received only 17.3 per cent 
interest on savings. 

Ghislaine Kruit is a Dutch 
journalist who writes and 
edits for the Japan Times in 
Tokyo: Fons Tuinstra is a 
Dutch journalist based in 
Shanghai. This article is 
reprimed from the Gemini 
News Service. 


Studying refugee problems 


Crackdown on wildlife 


5 to create better resettlement policies 
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By Michael Boyd 

THE OFTEN vacant stare 
in the face of a refugee has 
become an ail coo-familiar 
media image in the latter 
half of the 20th century. 
Despire its prevalence, it is 
a subject that we as yet 
know very little about and 
even less of how to deal 
with it humanely and effec- 
tively. 

"Refugees are just ordi- 
nary people from whom 
extraordinary and often 
uncontrollable forces have 
stripped away the essential 
building blocks of everyday 
behaviour,” says Dr. 
Vaughan Robinson, a 
human geographer based in 
Britain. 

“I am talking about ethnic 
and class allegiance, 
learned skills, national 
identity and personal goals. 
These are things which we 
take for granted and ore 
common ro all peoples of 
the world, but refugees 
have had most of diem 
taken away.” 

To understand these 
forces and the effects (hey 
have ' on refugees. Dr. 
Robinson set up the Migra- 
tion Unit within the depart- 
ment of geography at the 
University of Wales. 
Swansea, four years ago. In 
this short period it has 
already established itself as 
one of the leading centres in 
the world. 

Now consisting of 1 1 
researchers, with access to 
multi-disciplinary consul- 
tants, it carries out long- 
term in-depth interviews 
with displaced peoples to 
monitor and evaluate their 
needs. 

It then uses this data to 
advise the British govern- 
ment, the U.N. and all 
U.K.-based refugee agen- 
cies to create the optimum 
resettlement policies. 

“I t hink; that there ore two 


key words which sum- 
marise the refugees experi- 
ence — these are 'loss’ and 
‘not knowing'” says Dr. 
Robinson. "Initially, people 
often experience loss of 
control over their own des- 
tiny and see other people 
directing their lives for 
them. They have lost the 
important, fixed reference 
points in their life, such as 
their home, family and 
jobs. All this comes about 
very quickly as the direcL 
result of being uprooted 
from one location to unoth- 


"And second, there is the 
equally important issue of 
not knowing. This involves 
such questions as why they 
survived and others did not 
and what the future holds 
for diem. All ot this can 

lead to unbearable levels of 
stress. We are trying to 
resolve this by providing an 
environment where they 
can at least find some of the 
awareness.” 

Common characteristics 

The Swansea unit has 
already found some com- 
mon characteristics that 
occur in most refugee 
oroups. First, there is the 
desire to regain control 


over their own destiny and 
become independent again 
often through self-employ- 
ment. A good example of 
this in practice is the reset- 
tlement of the Ugandans in 
the U.K. 

Then there is the desire of 
ensuring that children are 
less vulnerable through a 
good education. Third, 
there is the search for secu- 
rity and the need to live 
with people who have 
shared the same experience, 
which often results in the 
recreation of old social net- 
works in a new environ- 


ment. The latest research 
from Swansea suggest that 
all this occurs in a definite 
cycle through which they 
will pass. 

"There is usually an ini- 
tial period of euphoria 
which is experienced after 
the escape.” says Dr. 
Robinson. “However, this 
is generally followed by an 
overpowering sense of guilt 
when they ask themselves 
such questions as why they 
escaped and others did not. 
and could they have done 
more for the people who 
were left behind? 

“This feeling can persist 
but gradually gives place to 
one of despair. This appears 
out of a growing uncertain- 


ty of whether they have 
actually improved their sit- 
uation by flight in the first 
place. 

“At this stage we also see 
apathy, institutionalisation 
or dependence. We have to 
remember that in reception 
camps the food is provided, 
fhe life style is veiy regi- 
mented and decisions are 
taken out of their hands.” 

There is a fourth period 
when they move from the 
camps to be resettled often 
in a new country. This trig- 
gers a second period of 
euphoria but again is soon 


tempered by bewilderment 
as they quickly succumb to 
the confusion of arriving in 
a country with a different 
language and way of life. 

Finally, with the move 
towards mid or long-term 
resettlement. Dr. Robinson 
thinks that die feelings and 
dynamics involved can go 
one of two ways. There is 
either increasing isolation, 
introspection and alien- 
ation; or a push to recreate 
independence, self-employ- 
meni and education. 

The Swansea unit is look- 
ing at how to ensure the 
second option. An example 
of this approach in action 
were the lessons learned 
from the resettlement of (he 


Vietnamese boat people 
who arrived in the U.K. 
from 1979. They were dis- 
persed across the country in 
clusters of between four 
and ten families. 

Subsequent data demon- 
strated that the Vietnamese 
themselves would have pre- 
ferred larger clusters in a 
smaller number of localities 
so they could recreate their 
own social networks. This 
was home out by that with- 
in 12 months about 50 per 
cent of the Vietnamese that 
resettled in small hamlets 
had migrated to cities like 
London and Birmingham 
(in the English midlands). 

It was realised for the first 
time that the critical mass 
of the resettlement clusters 
was all important. So the 
U.K. government amended 
its policies when dealing 
with refugees from Bosnia 
some years later, 

“As a direct result of our 
research they were able to 
put in place a successful 
policy based on concentra- 
tion rather than dispersal of 
resettlement clusters," says 
Dr. Robinson. “In this work 
I have to continually 
remind myself that the gov- 
ernment departments, who 
are actually going to decide 
the fate of these people’s 
lives, need to formulate 
their policy on the basis of 
hard information from 
objective research which 
we are learning to provide. 

"Emotional ~ advocacy 
rarely changes these poli- 
cies successfully. Having 
said that, I think that it is of 
the greatest importance that 
research in this field never 
regards people simply as 
numbers or statistics but 
always remembers that 
these are people who have 
experienced great trauma in 
their lives.” 


London Press Service 
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“ Refugees are just ordinary people from whom extra- 
ordinary and often uncontrollable forces have stripped 
away the essential building blocks of everyday behav- 
iour ... ethnic and class allegiance , learned skills, 
national identity and personal goals . These are things 
which we take for granted and are common to all peo- 
ples of the world, but refugees have had most of them 
taken away ” 


trade launched 
at Cambodian restaurants 


By Robin Mcdowell 

The Associated Press 

PHNOM PENH, Cambo- 
dia — Die menu at the 
Fook Lum Moon wildlife 
and seafood restaurant is 
changing — the specialty 
items no longer include 
such delicacies as soft- 
nosed turtles, snakes and 
rare scaley an testers 
known as pangolins. 

The restaurant was one of 
several in Phnom Penh vis- 
ited recently by a munici- 
pal agency that protects 
animal resources. 

Officials seized rare ani- 
mals destined for dinner 
and warned the owners 
they faced fines of up to 
925.000 riels ($ 370). or 
even jail. 

The restaurants were tar- 
geted in a campaign to curb 
Cambodia's trade in endan- 
gered species. While din- 
ing on wildlife poses only a 
minor threat to Cambodia's 
remaining fauna, conserva- 
tionists see the crackdown 
as crucial for the govern- 
ment’s plan to next year 
join the convention on 
international trade in 
endangered species. 

“If we don’t act now to 
protect the animals, espe- 
cially rare species, soon 
there will be none left.” 
said Sabu Bachar, under- 
secretary of the environ- 
ment ministry. 

Cambodia’s wildlife is 
threatened by a boom in 
domestic and international 
trade. Poor enforcement of 
laws against hunting and 
trading, rampant deforesta- 
tion and millions of land 
mines left from decades^of 
civil war ore also serious 
dangers. 

One of the largest 
wildlife trade monitoring 


programmes, traffic, esti- 
mated recently that Cam- 
bodia still has 123 species 
of mammals, 82 of reptiles, 
28 of amphibians. 429 of 
birds and at least 215 of 
freshwater fish. 

Endangered species still 
found in the country's 
dense but rapidly dwin- 
dling forests are the 
kouprey (a jungle cow), the 
guar (a large wild ox), the 
pileated gibbon, corbett 
tigers and Asian elephants. 

Street 166 in Phnom 
Penh is lined with several 
shops selling guar skulls, 
tiger teeth, ivory and 
antlers. In one, which often 
has tiger skins for sale, the 
coats of two clouded leop- 
ards are pinned to the wall. 
The International Union 
for the Conservation of 
Nature lists the leopard as 
“vulnerable” to extinction. 

Trade also flourishes in 
several provincial markets, 
including the border town 
of Poipet near Thailand. 

“One of the largest 
assortments of wildlife 
produers to be found in 
southeast Asia was discov- 
ered at Poipet’s covered 
market, including products 
from some of the most 
endangered animals in the 
region,” the group wrote in 
a recent report. 

The good news: the pres- 
ence of wildlife parts and 
skins in local markets 
seems to be on the decline, 
said David Ashwell of the 
International Union for 
the Conservation of 
Nature. Vendors are appar- 
ently shifting toward tradi- 
tional medicines made of 
-pfants. 

As result, it’s getting 
harder to find elephant skin 
used as acne cure, monkey 
head for headaches, tiger 


bone for rheumatism, and 
tortoise head for tonic after 
childbirth. 

But die greater pressure 
may come from 
international trade, which 
appears to be rising. 

Much Cambodian 
wildlife ends up in Viet- 
namese markets or is sold 
in Thailand. Growing afflu- 
ence in China, where rare 
species are used for tradi- 
tional medicine, represents 
a time bomb. 

A new threat comes from 
the large-scale timber con- 
cessions that invariably 
push existing wildlife 
deeper into the forests, said 
Lie Vuthy of the Agricul- 
ture Minisny’s Forestry 
Department. 

Current laws ban hunting 
wild animals in Cambodia, 
but enforcement is haphaz- 
ard. And as experience in 
many African countries has 
shown, the material 
rewards of poaching and 
trading for poor people are 
often irresistable. 

Peasants in the impover- 
ished countryside live on as 
little as 2,500 riels ($ 1 ) per 
day. 

A better life can be had 
by poaching and trading in 
animals. On street 166, 
retail prices per kilo- 
gramme for elephant skin 
is 15,000 riels (S 6)= tiger 
bone, 250,000 riels ($ 
100)= and sun bear bile*, a 
fever treatment, 2.5 million 
riels I $ 1 ,000). 

The cages and aquariums 
at resturants like Fook Lum 
Moon’s may now be 
empty. But with tasty dish- 
es like, pangolin fetching 
7,500 riels ($ 3) per plate, 
conservationists fear that 
the anteaters won’t be off 
the dinner table for long. 
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Britain to launch initiative 


RhU 1 hRS >RfcjJ I bRS 


for global free trade 


The Business of Information 


ior Currencies & Cross Rates 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordan has 
given every sign of being 
committed to trade liberal- 
isation that would help its 
objective of export-orient- 
ed economic growth and 
Britain expects the King- 
dom's support for a 
British initiative for global 
free trade by the year 
2020, a British diplomat 
said Wednesday. 

Roger Sykes, commer- 
cial secretary at the British 
embassy here, said his 
country planned to launch 
the initiative at the first 
ministerial conference of 
the World Trade Organisa- 
tion (WTO) in Singapore 
□ext month. 

“It is an important initia- 
tive," said Mr. Sykes, not- 
ing that it would call for 
“comprehensive negotia- 
tions on telecommunica- 
tions and financial service 
(areas that were not 
addressed in the Uruguay 
Round of trade negotia- 
tions that led to the WTO), 
an action programme on 
intellectual property 
rights, and on opening 
markets for barrier-free 
trade.” 

In the next two years, 
the British government 
will follow up the initia- 
tive at all levels with 
international organisations 


such as the Organisation 
for Economic Coopera- 
tion and Development and 
the International Mone- 
tary Fund (IMF). It will 
also use its presidency of 
the European Union in the. 
second half of 1997 to 
propagate the initiative, 
said Mr. Sykes. 

The British diplomat 
noted that Jordan had 
launched negotiations to 
enter the WTO 'and -that 
accession.’ to WTO and 


acceptance of die dbneept 
of global free trade would 
be beneficial to the King- 
dom's efforts to become 
self-reliant and achieve 
realistic economic growth. 

Given the small size of 
the Jordanian market, the 
Kingdom has no option 
but to focus on exports to 
develop its economy and 
this would be possible 
only if it accepts recipro- 
cal barrier-free trade, Mr. 
Sykes noted. 

“We have seen a firm 
commitment on the part of 
the government to eco- 
nomic liberalisation,” he 
said, conceding, hcwvever, 
that the government did 
indeed face short-term 
problems in translating 
that commitment into con- 
crete action. * 

That was an implicit-ref- 
erence to pressure groups 
within the country against 
accepting barrier-free 


trade. They argue that 
such an arrangement will 
be detrimental to local 
industry by opening up the 
market for foreign prod- 
ucts.' 

Mr. Sykes noted that 

■ Jordan's entry to the WTO 
would have’ short-term 
“negative” impact on the 
local scene, but said that it 
would be a small sacrifice 
when compared with the 
long-term benefits to the 
economy. 

He quoted from a “white 
paper” issued by the 
British government that 
“changes in technology 
and communications 
mean that markets 
increasingly operate on a 
global scale. Countries 
that try to cut themselves 
off from this process will 
lose out...” 

“Nobody should be 
•^frightened of free trade 
vi and open market.” said the 

■ paper. “There is increas- 
• ing openness to inward 

investment. Most coun- 
tries actively promote it. “ 

Following are major 
excerpts from the docu- 
ment: 

■ 1 ) There is no evidence 
that imports from coun- 
tries with lower labour 
costs cause an increase in 
the rate of unemployment. 
In Europe the real cause 
has been labour market 
inflexibilities — and that 


is why Britain has opted 
out of the Social Chapter 
in the Treaty on European 
Union. 

2) Protectionism is no 
answer. It is ineffective in 
tackling the real need 
which is for adaptation to 
stay competitive. 

3) Protecting an uncom- 
petitive industry “saves 
jobs” only to the extent 
that they depend solely on 
the domestic market, and 
only for so long as they 
remain immune from 
changes in technology and 
consumer taste. In the 
meantime, the policy of 
protection imposes heavy 
costs — for instance on 
other, competitive indus- 
tries operating in the same 
country, not least because 
they face the threat of 
retaliation against their 
exports. 

It is foolish to suggest 
that developed countries 
should not trade with 
developing economies. As 
they grow in prosperity, so 
does their capacity to buy 
from us. Why should we 
cut ourselves off from 
growing export opportuni- 
ties? 

4) The great merit of 
free trade and open mar- 
kets is that it is an inclu- 
sive policy. Every country 
gains. That is Britain's 
vision as we move 
towards 2020. 
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Israel budget crisis looms HOROSCOPE FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 1996 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Finance Minister Dan 
Meridor has . warned 
Israel's parliament that he 
may demand total budget 
cuts for next year of $2.1 
billion, $600 million more 
than outlined in a draft 
spending plan . submitted 
earlier this month- Israel 
media reported .Wednes- 
day.’ '' 

Public radio and newspa- 
pers quoted Mr. Meridor as 
telling the Knesset Finance 
committee Tuesday that 
due to the economic slow- 
down, revenues for 1997 
are likely to fail $600 mil- 
lion short of earlier fore- 
casts. 

“I'm not sure of the exact 
figures ... but I have no 
doubt there is a need for 
this additional cut” in 


order for the government 
to achieve its target of 
reducing the budget deficit 
to 2.8 per cent of gross 
domestic product next 
year, he was quoted as say- 
ing. 

Even before the addition- 
al reductions, the govern- 
ment's draft budget far 
1997 has already come 
under sharp attack in the 
Knesset from both opposi- 
tion deputies and members 
of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's 
right-wing coalition. 

.While the draft budget 
was narrowly approved on 
First reading earlier this 
month, the Knesset finance 
committee has yet to 
approve a single individual 
chapter in the plan, which 
calls for spending of S60 


billion. 

Opposition deputies and 
moderates in the ruling 
coalition notably object to 
deep cuts foreseen in 
social programmes and 
state guaranteed medical 
coverage as well as in the 
defence budget. 

Mr. Meridor was sched- 
uled to discuss ihe budget 
problems later Wednesday 
with Mr. Netanyahu. 

The two men have 
warned repeatedly that 
painful budget cuts next 
year are the only way to 
get the economy back on 
track after a sharp drop in 
expansion this year. 

Government figures indi- 
cate the economy was 
growing by only 3.5 per 
cent this year compared to 
seven per cent last year. 


THE Daily Crossword by^c. Baldwin 


ACROSS 
1 Brief quarrel 
5 Pine Tree State 
10 Water vapor 

14 Plant of the 
mustard fam&y 

15 Radii kin 

16 Pelvic bones 

17 Holly 

18 Tenth part 

19 Go under 

20 Poultry parts 

22 Serenity 

23 Portuguese title 

26 Green Gables 
girt 

27 Horticulture site 

28 On edge 

30 Very cautious 

32 In the — (at ad) 

33 One-horse 
carnage 

34 Legume 

37 Where a critical 
decision is made 

41 Affectedly 
modest 

42 Hasty 

43 Total 

44 — up (devises) 

46 Fencing position 

47 Aromatic resin 
50 Chops 

52 Poetic 
contraction 

53 Referred to 

54 Heads down the 
runway 

56 Church tribunal 

57 Certain religious 
believer 

58 Greet warmly 

62 One growing old 

63 Haggard 

.64 Wheel holder 

65 Sister of 
Lazarus 

66 Annoying 
fellows ■ ■ 

67 Thaw 
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ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Handle outside 
affairs today and then study 
into gaining your fondest 
ambitions. Use tact with 
your friends so there won’t 
be any difficulty develop- 
ing. Later this evening you 
can meet with a bigwig and 
discuss your ideas. • 
TAURUS: (April 20- to 
May 20) Don’t commit 
yourself today to anything 
without sufficient thought, 
so you won't make a fool 
of yourself and look bad in 
the eyes of those in author- 
ity. Use diplomacy with a 
new contact and make the 
time together productive. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
21) Be direct in slating 
your ideas today to a clever 
and entertain any sugges- 
tions which he or she will 
make. Leant to handle a 
worldly affair wisely, so 
that you will be able to 
make your career activities 
verv successful. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
lJune 22 to Julv 21) You 


can get an early start today 
on your career activities 
and make the best effort of 
your abilities to get any 
assignment completed on 
time. Come to a better 
agreement with a fellow 
associate and discuss yopr 
options. • . 

. LEO: (July 22 to August 
21* Get your-finest talent 
working today to your sat- 
isfaction and make your 
efforts pay off in more a 
financial means. Plan- your 
amusements wisely later 
this evening, however, 
avoid anyone who is 
strange and not willing to 
assist. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Listen to 
the views of loved ones 
today and coordinate them 
with your own. so that you 
will be on the same wave- 
length. Don 'i take any risks 
this evening with Your rqp- 
utalion or you could be iii a 
difficult situation. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Have meetings 


with fellow 1 associates 
today and you can accom- 
plish much towards being 
quite successful. Handle 
correspondence wise, so 
that you will gain recogni- 
tion from a bigwig who can 
increase your level of pros- 
perity. . 

SCOWPRH (OctbBer 23 to 
November -2 1 ) Use ‘ good- 
judgement today concern- 
ing money or property, so 
that you can build a largeri 
nest eggrfor the days ahead. 
Don’t visit xutyone later 
this evening* you are not 
sure about or there could 
develop a difficult situa- 
tion. 

SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) Be positive and 
confident today in going 
after what you want more 
and you will discover lhat 
what you seek can be just • 
around ihe cOmer. An advi- 
sor may not give the right 
advice* so be cautious in 
proceeding any further. 
CAPRICORNS (Decem- 


ber 22 to January 20) You 
find the right way to put 
your business ideas across 
today, so consult with a 
knowledgeable person and 
make your theories pros- 
per. Buy amice gift for your 
mate and he or she will be 
very touched by Vour kind- 
.ness- *" ! 

AQUARIUS:' (January 21 
to February 19V Gain the 
personal desire' today 
which means much to you I 
and thereby you can seek 
the advice of a knowledge- 
able persoa. Tonight be 
very geatie aid kind with 
the one you love and there 
could be quite a lot of 
affection. 

PISCES: (February- 20 to 
March 20) Anything you 
want to do of a practical 
nature should be be done 
today, so that won’t be any 
delays in your progress. A 
bigwig comes through with 
□ favour which is well 
received by your fellow 
associatcs and put imo 
operation. 


Peanuts 


u I'm an old doq now,” 
hesaid/Tmnota 
puppy anymore.” 


147 |48 149 


“But my life isn't 
over.There are places § 
to qo,thinqs to do,and f 
lots still to learnt , ; 


So lie enrolled in 
Senior Obedience 
School . 


Andy Capp 
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DOWN 

1 Slalom 

2 Buddy 

3 Brew 

4 Printed version 
of a speech 


5 High seas crime 

6 Straighten 

7 Targeted, m a 
way 

8 Slangy 
negatives 

9 Vane dir. 

10 Distress 

11 Homer’s epic 

12 From then on 

13 Reserved 

21 Celerity 

22 GoK norm 

23 Food— , Wl 

24 — a customer 

25 Substantial 
27 Empty spaces 
29 Fire remains 
31 Hodgepodge 

33 Trolley car 

34 Chaplain 

35 Bring out 

36 CO ski resort 

38 Basic point 

39 Salary hike 

40 Keats work 
44 Dismal 
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45 Wonderful 

46 Coils about 

47 Go away! 
4® NYiceunty 
49 WeCrfooted 

mamma! 

51 Worship 


54 Hofd at bay 

55 Phony 

57 Elec. meas. 

59 Woodsman s 
tool 

60 Ailing 

61 Permit 
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By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Rightcr Foundation 


ARIES: (Moreh 21 to 
April 1 9) Study your posi- 
tion today in the business 
world and do whatever 
will improve it and make 
your career activities quite 
successful. Contact big- 
wigs later this evening 
who can help you to com- 
plete a new project. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Use better meth- 
ods today which will help 
you to understand how to 
expand through opportu- 
nities around you. Laier 
■ this evening you can gcr 
! out on the town with closd 
friends and have a won- 
derful time together. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Study into peri- 
odicals and newspaper 
articles today which can 
best assist you in adding: 
more assets to your pre- 
sent abundance. Later this 
evening you can meet 
with fellow associates and 
decide upon the best 
course of action. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Be 
with more worldly per- 
sons today who can assist 
you with career activities 
you are currently involved 
wkh. Cany through with, 
public tasks you have in 
mind and thereby you can 
gain the prestige and suc- 
cess you desire. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
2 1 ) Enjoy being of service 
to others today and you 
w/D gain the prestige and 
appreciation of civic and 
community leaders. Make 
sure that your own affairs 
do not suffer in the interim 
or you could find yourself 
in a difficult situation. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Plan the 
amusements today you 
"Wee for the days ahead 
and spend them with close 
friends and your iqyed 
.ones. Don’t .waste a 


modtent of your valuable' 
tirite with career activities 


and you can proceed very 
successfully. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) This is a 
-fine day today to get your 
home in finest order in 
anticipation of unexpect- 
ed guest, so make ever) 1 
effort to improve it. Have 
some worthwhile guest in 
who can be of assistance < 
in the days ahead for your | 
success. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 : 
to November 21.) Plan 
how today to utilise your 
time to a greater advan- 
tage during the days 
ahead, so that you can 
make great strides toward 
being successful. Talk this 
plan of action over with 
fellow associates who 
have good suegcslions 
SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 2! ) Plan how today to 
gain more assets and 
make your nest egg more 
developed. Study your 
newspaper and other peri- 
odicals thoroughly for 
good ideas. It's full speed- 
ahead at this time so pro- 
ceed in a successful man- 
ner. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) You 
can use that One talent 
today for organising 
everything around you 
and gain more assets in 
the process. Later this 
evening; will be good for 
discussing with a knowl- 
edgeable person the ideas 
you have for career activi- 
ties. 

| AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) 
Although you are an ide- 
[ slist you had better con- 
centrate on the practical 
today, so that you will 
gain recognition from 
those fn authority. Later 
this evening you can go to 
a romantic location with 
your mate and have a 
pleasant time. 

PISCES: f February 20 to 
March 20) Learn a great 
deal today about whatever 
can bring greater progress 
into your life and that of 
your loved ones. An older 
person can give you wise 
advice later this evening, 
so listen careful] v to what 
1S wing discussed 
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Murad meets 
Pakistani 
trade delegation 


0u 


on 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Animan Chamber of Com- 
merce President Haidar 
Murad Wednesday received 
at his office the Pakistani 
trade delegation which is 
currently on visit to Jordan 
ro seek scopes of coopera- 
tion with Jordanian busi- 
nessmen and industrialists. 

Mr. Murad stressed the 
Jordanian keenness to 
develop trade relations in 
oil fields with Pakistan. 

He called for increasing 
die volume of trade 
exchange between the two 
countries and removing all 
obstacles that hinder 
new. j exchanging of goods, 
whitfj; I Mr. Murad reiterated the 
need to establish a joint 
Islamic market to benefit 
all Islamic states under the 
umbrella of the Islamic 
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trade and industry chamber 
or die umbrella of the 
Organisation of Islamic 
Conference. 

He said that Jordan and 
Pakistan would launch joint 
ventures in the near future 
and commended the role of 
the private secror to support 
the national economy of 
both countries. 

For his pan, the head of 
the Pakistani delegation 
said the visit was organised 
by the Expons Promoting 
Corporation in Pakistan to 
familiarise the Pakistani 
businessmen with invest- 
ment opportunities in Jor- 
dan. 

Trade volume has been in 
favour of Jordan for the 
past nine months as exports 
totalled JDIS million and 
irnpons JD3 million. 
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Real estate company authorised 
to issue JD 10 m of debentures 

** THE JORDAN Mongage Refinancing Company (JMRCj 
was authorised by its general assembly to issue debentures 
worth JD10 million, double the company's JDS million regis- 
tered capital, at any time without having to refer to the general 
assembly for approval. The general assembly also amended the 
company's articles of association and the internal regulations 
to allow expanding the number of the board of directors from 
nine to eleven, three of whom to represent the Central Bank 
and two to represent the official public institution. 

The issuance of JD10 million of debentures was conditioned 
on the approval of the “issuance committee,” as the companies' 
law states that no company can issue debentures in excess of its 
capital. The company's board chairman Michael Marto, who is 
also deputy governor of the Central Bank, considered this limit 
in the companies' law as one of the factors which has con- 
tributed to the weak market of debentures in the Kingdom. 

Only JD26 million of debentures were issued in 1 995 and all 
of them were development bonds issued by the government. 
Also during the first nine months of this year, the only deben- 
tures were the JD28 million of development bonds issued by 
the government. Although no debentures were issued by any 
company in 1995 and 1996, the value of the debentures to be 
issued by the Jordan Mortgage Refinancing Company would 
represent JS.9 per cent of the total JD 148.2 million of new 
bonds and shares issued during the first nine months of this 
year. 

JMRC General Manager Zuhair Khalifeh said the govern- 
ment will relend the company a JDI3.5 million loan extended 
to the Kingdom by the World Bank to finance housing projects 
in the country. He estimated the annual real estate lending to be 
about 1D200 million. Deputy chairman Yousef Hiyasat expect- 
ed the JMRC to have a volume of work amounting to JD200 
million during the coming three years. Mr. Hiyasat estimated 
the annual investment in the real estate market to be around 
JD500 million. 

The Central Bank of Jordan has a JD900.000 stake, which 
represents an 1 8 per cent equity, in the company. Other main 
shareholders are the Arab Bank and the General Housing and 
Urban Development Corporation f A! Ra’i + Al Aswaq.i. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“Stanley and I often use e-mail 
to communicate with each other — 
even when we’re in the same room.'’ 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and ArBirtw 
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Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
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I HE EELAXEP, THE 
GUITARIST PIP THk?. 


ZILDA 
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Now arrange the circled loners to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. ^ 


(Answers Monday) 


jumbles: WHEEL ADMIT SAT,R ^ 


French team 
prepares for AFM 
modernisation project 


AMMAN (J.T.) — a dele- 
gation representing Paris 
Bourse and Sicovam SA 
(the depository and settle- 
ment centre) is on a two- 
week visit to Jordan to fol- 
low up on the implementa- 
tion of the technical assis- 
tance project signed 
between Paris Bourse and 
Sicovam SA on one hand 
and the Amman Financial 
Market ( AFM) on the other 
hand. The total cost of the 
project is 10.5 million 
French francs. 

Wahib Shaer. director- 
general of the AFM met the 
delegation Wednesday and 
reviewed with them the 
work methodology to 
ensure the success of the 
project. 

The project is within the 
framework of the technical 
cooperation programme 
and financed by a grant 
from the French govern- 
ment to Jordan under the 
1996 protocol between Jor- 
dan and France. 

The project will be car- 
ried out in three successive 
phases. 

The first phase consists of 


a survey of the AFM’s cur- 
rent situation in order to 
design a master plan of the 
new technical and regulato- 
ry organisation. 

The second phase would 
be to implement the organ- 
isation of the new market as 
defined in the first phase. 

The third phase will cover 
the computerisation of the 
trading procedure as 
defined in the second phase 
through adopting the 
French model in this 
regard. 

The implementation of 
the first phase started 
Wednesday and is expected 
to end after five months. 
The whole project should 
be completed within 14 
months. 

The delegation will meet 
Jordanian officials from 
the public and private sec- 
tors. The visits will include 
the privatisation unit as the 
prime ministry, the finance 
ministiy, the Central Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ). brokers, 
banks, public shareholding 
companies and other insti- 
tutions related to the capital 
market in Jordan. 


Asia warned of labour crunch 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Asia has been warned that a 
"mismatch" between labour 
supply and demand may 
threaten the region’s com- 
petitive edge and send 
investors scurrying else- 
where. 

The Political and Eco- 
nomic Risk Consultancy 
(PERC), which sounded tire 
warning after polling 223 
expatriate managers of for- 
eign companies, picked the 
Philippines as an exception 
to the general trend. 

"It is not simply a matter 
of trying to hold down 
labour turnover while pre- 
venting wage bills from ris- 
ing foster than productivi- 
ty” said a report by PERC . 

“In many cases, it is more 
a matter of being able to 
find ' people in sufficient 
numbers possessing the 
required skills" said the 
Hong Kong-based consul- 
tancy. 

Asia, facing a cyclical 
downswing in business, 
was held out little hope of 
relief on the labour from 
due to what the report 
called "mismatch of supply 
and demand." 

Plentiful and cheap 
labour has been thought to 
be one of Asia's advantages 
in world trade and a pre- 
mier draw card for foreign 


investments. But the PERC 
survey held this notion up 
to be a myth. 

Turnover rates for man- 
agerial and technical staff 
in Hong Kong, Singapore 
and South Korea have been 
running at double digits for 
years while wages have 
climbed so high that com- 
panies had been forced to 
shift to cheaper locations. 

"However even in coun- 
tries like China and Thai- 
land, where one would 
think the supply of labour is 
more than adequate, people 
with certain specific skills 
are simply not there in suf- 
ficient numbers to meet 
current demand levels ” the 
report lamented. 

A shortage of engineers 
and skilled technicians is 
the problem in Thailand. In 
China, a lack of enough 
skilled manpower in the 
south had prompted foreign 
investors to shift further 
north and inland. 

Companies involved in 
businesses such as chemi- 
cals, power, telecommuni- 
cations and high-tech elec- 
tronics were finding Asia 
"an extremely expensive 
place in which to operate " 
said the report. 

"Cheap labour has lost its 
allure. They are investing 
because this is where thev 


hope future sales will be." 

Investment growth in the 
region has been impressive, 
but PERC said "actual 
numbers tell a less Asia- 
centred story.” 

U.S. direct investment in 
Europe last year was three 
times higher than in 1994, 
while flows to Asia rose by 
only two-thirds, the consul- 
tancy said. In absolute 
terms, Europe captured $50 
billion of the record $97 
billion which U.S. compa- 
nies invested overseas in 
1995. 

"Wage costs were a much 
less important considera- 
tion in shaping investment 
decisions than were flexi- 
bility of the workforce and 
a developed work skill level 
ro ensure that product qual- 
ity meets world standards.” 
PERC said. 

The survey of labour 
quality, cost, availability 
and stability graded coun- 
tries on a scale of zero-to- 
10 with zero representing 
the best situation and 1 0 the 
worst. 

India topped the survey 
with an average grade of 
2.S0. followed by Australia 
(3.39), Britain (3.50), the 
Philippines (3.55). the 
United States (3.70) 
Switzerland (3.76), Viet- 
nam (4.08), China (4.22 1 


and Indonesia (4.28). 

Japan (4.40), Taiwan 
(4.41), Thailand (4.41), 
South Korea (438). Singa- 
pore (4.67), Malaysia 
(4.77) and Hong Kong 
(4.92) completed the list. 

“Of all the developing 
Asian countries surveyed, 
only the Philippines would 
seem to be in a position 
today to really compete 
with the more developed 
countries in terms of overall 
labour attributes." the 
report said. 

India may have scored 
higher on average, but indi- 
vidual grades were less 
consistent than those of the 
Philippines, whose labour 
has greater mobility or flex- 
ibility in being able to relo- 
cate to other countries, it 
said. 

It said the Philippines was 
hard to beat in terms of 
quality, cost and availability 
of both skilled and 
unskilled staff. 

“The Philippines is not 
going to solve Asia's labour 
problems overnight, how- 
ever” warned the report, 
adding that the region 
would have to rely on its 
market potential and not 
labour as a lure for invest- 
ments 
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TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE 

PRICE 

CHANGE 

252.000 

205.000 

ARAB BANK 

13.4 1.43 

2 

40 

9820 

245.00 

245.50 

.50* 

1.250 

.880 

MID. EAST XNV.&K. 

69.6 0.00 

5 

3500 

3698 

1.06 

1.06 

_ 

2.700 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BE. 

5.0 6.33 

2 

2000 

4400 

2.20 

2.20 


5.250 

4.2S0 

THE HOUSING BX. 

12. B 2. 89 

1 

2000 

9540 

4.77 

4.77 

_ 

3.040 

2.450 

J OR. KUWAIT BANK 

18.1 0.00 

5 

747 

1864 

2.50 

2.50 

_ 

1.200 

.880 

JOR.GULP SANE 

5.5 7.61 

18 

761O0 

69217 

.91 

.92 

.01+ 

4.150 

3.300 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

17.4 0.00 

9 

4405 

15990 

3.63 

3.63 


■ 3.800 

3.000 

JOR.INV. FIN. BANK 

17.5 0.00 

2 

300 

997 

3.20 

3.24 

.04* 

1.590 

1.000 

PHXLADEL. ZNV.BK. 

g 0.00 

8 

10200 

13068 

1.25 

1.30 

.05+ 

BUNK 52CT0R TOTALS INDEX: 187.03 ZCHC: *0.22 

52 

99300 

128593 




4.550 

4.000 

JERUSALEM ZNSUR. 

12.0 4.55 

2 

180 

792 

4.50 

4.40 

.10- 

2.910 

1.840 

JOR TRENCH IN SDR. 

5.2 10.81 

5 

1050 

1933 

1.84 

1.B5 

.01+ 

INSURANCE SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 117.95 ZCHG: -0.20 

7 

1230 

2725 




1.900 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PUR. 

10.8 7.74 

15 

7150 

11122 

1.56 

1.55 

.01- 

1.960 

1.080 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

g 0.00 

3 

1000 

1120 

1-11 

1.12 

.01+ 

1.050 

.870 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

20.2 4.10 

1 

5000 

4550 

.87 

.91 

.04+ 

1.260 

.590 

JORDAN TNTL.TRAD. 

30.3 0.00 

3 

1000 

590 

.62 

.59 

.03- 

3.660 

3-130 

ARAB XMTL.INV.EDUC. 

13.8 5.75 

8 

2SS0 

8852 

3.44 

3.48 

.04+ . 

1.270 

.960 

2ARKA EDUCATION 

g 0.00 . 

3 

1500 

1553 

1.02 

1.05 

.03+' 

• < 2.430 

• 1.69ft • 

UNIFIED CO. ... 

8,9 5.88 

s • 

1150 

1946 

1.69 

1-70 

.R1+ , 

1.200‘ 

‘ .820 * 

'On ON LAND- DSv:- • ' - 

* • ■ «-« 0.00 

1 

• w 600 • 

516 

: .-86 

.86 

-Qi< ■ 

SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 107 

50 *CHG: +0.44 

39 

19950 

' 30248 




26.620 

18.950 

JOR. TOBACCO s, CIG. 

16.7 3.61 

1 

30 

623 

20.48 

20.75 

.27+ 

3.770 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

18.5 3.10 

7 

1022 

3302 

3.23 

3.23 

- 

5.960 

4.780 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

17.3 3.51 

1 

200 

1140 

5.67 

5.70 

.03+ 

10.550 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL . RETCKARX 

9.3 8.74 

6 

650 

7776 

9.12 

9-15 

.03+ 

1.590 

1.150 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

53.7 0.00 

1 

200 

242 

1.16 

1.21 

.05+ 

4.870 

3.050 

ARAB PKARM. MANF. 

17.4 6.33 

14 

3764 

11767 

3.07 

3.16 

.09+ 

6.450 

5.650 

JOR. CERAMIC IHD. 

7.6 4.10 

2 

15100 

92110 

6.00 

6.10 

.10+ 

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX t 109.04 ZCHC: *0.36 

222 

173554 

257369 




GRAND TOTAL 

INDEX: 146.76 ICBC: *0.28 

320 

294034 

418934 
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.800 

.510 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

13.9 0.00 

1 

500 

260 

.52 

.52 

- 

N .950 

.440 

NATL. COKMER. CENTERS 

E 0.00 

19 

24500 

12288 

.50 

.50 


.930 

.700 

UNION INV. 50* 

67.0 0.00 

1 

2000 

400 

.70 

.70 

- 

1.110 

.400 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 0.00 

22 

18500 

7605 

.42 

-41 

.01- 

H . .950 

.690 

AL-DAWLrYAH 75* 

15.8 0.00 

1 

17000 

7650 

.71 

.70 

.01- 

■ .640 

.340 

JOR. INDS . MATCH- JEMCO 

g 0.00 

4 

13750 

4930 

.35 

.36 

.01+ 

• B60 

.510 

ARAB FOOT & MED. 

E 0.00 

3 

548 

328 

.61 

.60 

.01- 

♦ 1.760 

1.310 

NATL. CHLORINE 

E 0.00 

1 

1000 

1300 

1.31 

1.30 

.01- 

1.000 

.520 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 0.00 

2 

500 

290 

.58 

.58 

- 

N 1.100 

.430 

NATL. MULT. ENG. NAM3 CO 

R 0.00 

23 

19250 

8365 

.44 

.44 

— 

1.080 

.750 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 0.00 

1 

2550 

1913 

.75 

.75 

— 

.780 

.430 

ARAB ELECT. INDS. 

P 0.00 

2 

1046 

501 

.48 

.48 

— 

1.330 

1.020 

UNION TOBACCO 7S* 

E 0.00 

2 

550 

435 

1.03 

1.04 

.01+ 

• B40 

.580 

RAZI FHARH. 65* 

E 0.00 

1 

1OTO 

230 

.SB 

ja 

— 

.830 

.400 

INDS. EMC. 

24.6 0.00 

7 

6500 

2620 

.41 

. .40 

.01- 

N • .950 

.800 

ARAB INT. FOOD FACT. 

57.6 0.00 

2 

1200 

984 

.60 

/ -82 

.02+ 

* N 1.S00 

.530 

KID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.4 • 0.00 

21 

317650 

194964 

.64 

/. 63 

.01- 

GRAND TOTAL 




113 

<28044 

245062 

—A 


— 


+ : 8m 12 month* low 
M = Listed during the part 12 month* 

P : P/E ratio i* 100 or ooze 
g : Negative P/E 

E i Earning in zero or N/A for the moat recent vei 


Investors in Israeli 
high tech sector 
put politics aside 


TEL AVTV (R) — Con- 
cerns about the future of 
Middle East peace were 
absent from the agenda at a 
conference of overseas 
investors and Israeli high 
technology companies that 
opened this week in Tel 
Aviv. 

“These things come and 
go. Politicians come and 
go," said Andrew Gould, a . 
private investor from New 
York; .referring to political;’ 
worries. “The fact thai the 
new prime minister is a bit 
controversial and learning 
on the job doesn’t scare 
me." Some 1 80 foreign 
investors and business 
executives came to the con- 
ference cosponsored by the 
U.S. investment bank 
Robertson Stephens Co. 
and its Israeli partner Ever- 
green to learn about Israeli 
technology companies. 

"There's still a lot of 
interest both by U.S. capital 
sources and investment 
banks to identify and raise 
capital for these kind of 
companies,” said Henry 
Rothman, an attorney with 
the New York law firm 
Paikes Chapman Flatteau 
and Kimpol. 

Overseas investment in 
Israel skyrocketed in the 
wake of the Oslo agreement 
in September 3 992 and 


hopes for eventual Middle 
East peace. But the victory 
of the hardline Likud Party 
in Israeli elections last May 
has sparked concern that 
investors will pull back. 

So far that has not hap- 
pened. The Bank of Israel 
says total foreign invest- 
ment rose to $I.9.S billion 
in the first nine months of 
this year from SUB billion 
a year earlier. But Israeli 
business rives arifr 1 '' 1 

some foreignefs^are charyP-' 
"We’ve been a little dis- 
appointed,” said Patrick 
Segal, a director of 
Banque Privee Edmond de 
Rothschild S.A. of Geneva, 
speaking about recent polit- 
ical developments. “We 
were looking at the whole 
(Middle East) region as a 
paradise in five years.” 

“One has to be aware 
that it is more difficult to 
convince someone to invest 
in an Israeli company today 
than a year ago,” he said. 

But Mr. Segal and others 
said those concerns do not 
affect Israel's fast-growing 
high-tech sector. Market 
observers say Israeli com- 
panies, almost all of them 
in high technology, will 
raise a record $1 billion in 
the United States this year, 
compared with $670 mil- 
lion in 1995. 
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DA JANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made In Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle, Amman 
Also in Brazil 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani. second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 1 90 sq.m . 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810603 
Fax: 810520 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality) in 
I Hour Service 

Develop your< colour film at 
oar shop and get:- 

• JUMBO pkmtm 
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20 m 30 tm 


ShcMsSMi.*- Opp. GruxUaya 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieb tel: 823891 


FOR 

RENT 

FLATS 
VILLAS 



G SERVICES 


BYBLOS 

MM 




£ A L ESTATE 


FOR 

RE1NT 

Deluxe Villas 

Apprt i ( menls 
m Amman 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 
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HOTEL APARTMENTS 


THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 

SINCE I 98S 


f SPECIAL PRICES 
IFOR LONGTERM - STAY, 


-ABDOIJN- 

TEL. 810150, FAX S27113 




Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30-3:30 
Dinner 7:30- 11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free VaBat Parking 
Reservation Required 



FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


TF.I. : 699369 
FAX : 704414 


HafWfeW? 

J Pmtfeiesie % 
Seajto & SeUuU (Jap 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
. IO AM - 1 AM 
Tel. 5537199 
Pax 898537 

Unm Uthalna 
behind Omu Rook 
Hotel 


CTOATi HOTEL 


- INDOOR HEHTED 
SWIMMING POOL 
S8UNR , JACUZZI 
& MASSAGE 
FITNESS ROOM 

TENNIS 0- SQUASH, 

COURTS 

TIL 758180 
RR0I0 & TD STATION RD.i! 
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Pediau/icHtt 


Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 


For RG.S 812597 - 814118 
Mecca Si. Dnoud Center 
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Sports 


Inter take huge step into quarters 


LONDON (R) — Italian 
League leaders 

Iniemazionale Milan virtu- 
ally guaranteed themselves 
a place in the quarterfinals 
oF the UEFA Cup when they 
crushed Boa vista of 
Portugal 5-1 in the first lea 
of their third round tie on 
Tuesday. 

Two goals each from 
Ciriaeo Sforza and 
Maurizio Ganz and one 
from Jocelyn Angioma gave 
Inter their impressive "win 
which was achieved without 
their suspended England 
international midfielder 
Paul Ince. 

Boavista scored once 
through Jimmy after an 
hour but that goal is unlike- 
ly to be enough to help them 
turn the tide in the second 
leg in two weeks. The 
Portuguese did themselves 
no favours when defender 
Pedro Emanuel was sent off 
for a second bookable 
offence after 48 minutes. 

Inter, who along with 
Newcastle are joint 
favourites to win the trophy, 
raced into a 2-0 lead inside 
13 minutes with goals from 
Sforza and Angioma and 
were never seriously trou- 
bled after that as they bid 
for their third UEFA Cup 
triumph in seven seasons. 
Newcastle, the English 
League leaders, seeking 
their first silverware since 
1969 when they won the old 
Inter Cities Fairs Cup. were 
held to a 1-1 draw at Metz 
in France. 

The evergreen Peter 
Beardsley, now 35. who 
scored his 200lh league goal 
on Saturday, put Newcastle 
ahead from the penalty spot 
after 32 minutes when Metz 
keeper Lionel Letzizi 
hauled down Newcastle's 
Colombian striker Faustino 
Asprilla. 

Metz equalised through 
Amara Traore midway 
through the second half 



John Faxe Jensen (L) and Bo Hansen <R) from Danish soccer dub Broendby fight for 
the ball with Thorsten Fink of German club Karlsruher SC during their third round 
first leg soccer match of the UEFA cup in Copenhagen. Karlsruhe won the match 3- 
1 (Reuters photo) 


after Newcastle's Czech 
goalkeeper Pavel Smicek 
totally misjudged a cross 
from his right, flapped at the 
bull, and was powerless to 
stop Traore's back-header 
looping over his head into 
the net. 

While Metz were held to a 
draw in France, their French 
League rivals Monaco 
scored a comprehensive 3-0 
win over Hamburg with all 
three goals coming after the 
break. 

Monaco, sluggish 

throughout a dull First half, 
then took control and scored 


through Sonny Anderson 


after 4S minutes, Nigerian 
Victor Ikpeba (70) and 
Patrick Blondeau six min- 
utes later. 

Schalke of Germany also 
lost, beaten 2-1 in Belgium 
by club Brugge, but their 


Bundesliga rivals Karlsruhe 
scored a notable 3-1 win 
over Brondby in Denmark. 

Thomas Haessler scored 
twice and South African- 
bom scan Dundee once 
against the Danes, who 
looked impressive in beat- 
ing Aberdeen in the last 
round but had to rely on a 
consolation 89th minute 
goal from Ruben Bagger 
which gives them some 
slight hope for the return. It 
was Brondby 's first home 
defeat in 17 UEFA Cup 
matches. 

Luis Aiagones. the belea- 
guered ” manager of 
Valencia, received a big 
boost when his side beat 
Turkey’s Besiktas 3-1 but 
Besiktas wasted several 
chances. 

Most of the action came in 
a hectic opening half which 


saw Valencia take a quick 2- 
0 lead, which Besiktas then 
halved before having Sinan 
Demireiogju sent off seven 
minutes before halftime 
after picking up his second 
yellow card. 

Valencia wrapped it up 
through Francisco Ferreira 
eight minutes from time but 
face a torrid trip to Turkey 
in two weeks time. 

Helsingborg and 

Anderlecht failed to pro- 
duce a goal betweeen them 
but their funs managed a 
second-half brawl which 
marred the match bur was 
quickly brought under con- 
trol by police. However 
UEFA are likely to take a 
dim view of what could 
have been a far more seri- 
ous situation which arose 
after a fence, segregating 
the fans, collapsed. 


L DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Whole second floor, area 233 square metres. 
Consisting of 3 bedrooms, living room, reception 
room, dining room, 2 bathrooms. 2 balconies and 
kitchen, with telephone, air-conditioning and central 
heating. Location: Jabal Amman, 3rd Circle, 
near (Goethe) German Language Institute. 

Please call 

Tel: 641542 or 079-39480 after 2:00 p.m. 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 


Jabal Amman, Third Circle, two bedrooms, 
salon, dining room & kitchen with a big 
garden, central heating & telephone. 

Contact Tel.: 641055 


Luxurious Fully Furnished 
Apartment For Rent 


TWO FINISHED APARTMENTS FOR RENT 
BEST LOCATION - REASONABLE PRICE 


Area 330 sq.m., 2nd floor, 'Jabal Amman, 4th Circle, 
opposite Greek and Korean Ambass. Residence. 3 
oedrooms, 4 bathrooms, salon, dining room, family 
room, kitchen, telephone, independent central 
heating, garage, elevator. Annual rent. 

Tel: 666018 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m 


Two or one bedroom, fully furnished, 
ground floor, separate entrance. 

Location in Shmeisani. 

For more information please call 661658 


CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 


The Regional Office of a well established 
international company requires accountants for its 
offices in Amman for the following positions: 

1- Assistant to the Legal & Tax Manager 

• Holding an accounting degree preferably from a 
British or American university. The membership of a 
professional body (CA. CPA. etc..) will be an asset. 

• Age between 30-40 with a minimum of 5 years 
experience. 

• Fluency in professional Arabic and English. 

2- Internal Auditors 

• Holding an accounting degree with a minimum of 
three years experience after graduation in internal 
auditing. 

• Age between 25-30. 

• Computer literacy and good command of the 
English language. 

The company is offering good starting salaries and 
other benefits with EXCELLENT career 
opportunities. Applicants should indicate which 
position they apply for and are required to submit a 
hand-written application and enclose their CV in 
English with a recent personal photograph to the 
following address: 

Area Manager 
P.O. Box 940093 
Amman 11194 
Jordan. 


Furnished Two-Bedroom 
Flat For Rent 

4TH CIRCLE, JABAL AMMAN 
TEL: 642855 EVENINGS 
RENT: JD 500 


Hem *lfewi 



30 December, 1996 ■ 3 January, 1997 


Tis the season to be jolty, so why not 
spend your holiday in sunny Egypt and 


join us for the 
celebrations to usher in the new year, 
1997, in Cairo, Egypt. 


contact : 5 Continents Travel 


f .- 
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or your ' travel agent 


CINEMA TEL: 634 144 

PHILADELPHIA 


CINEMA 


TEL:699238 

PLAZA 


CINEMA 



Jordan Tunes, Thursday-Friday, November 21 - 22 , 19 % 




ori 


Four 

Olympians 
may face 
drug bans 


johi 


LONDON (R) — Four 
Olympic athletes face drug 
bans if the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) 
decides to retest their urine 
samples from the Atlanta 
Olympics. 

IOC medical director 
Patrick Schamash said on 
Wednesday there had been 
four unannounced “posi- 
tive results” from Atlanta 
for anabolic steroids. 

But he said the IOC had 
not been satisfied about the 
reliability of the testing 
procedures conducted on 
the high resolution mass 
spectrometer, used for the 
first time at on Olympics in 
Atlanta. 

“They were positive 
results,” he said in a tele- 
phone interview from 
Lausanne. “Not positive 
cases. We are not 100 per- 
cent sure that the tests were 
positive. 

“We don't want to spoil 
the athletes' lives if we are 
not 100 per cent sure. We 
want to be very clear” 

Schamash said a derision 
on whether or not to retest 
the athletes' samples would 
be made at a medical sub- 
commission meeting with- 
in the next two weeks. 

He said he did not know 
the identity of the athletes 
or which sports were 
involved. 

“We will decide whether 
to retest,” he said. “There’s 
no wish to hide some- 
thing.” 

Bulgarian women’s triple 
jumper Iva Prandzheva and 
Russian women’s high hur- 
dler Natalya Shekodanova 
tested positive for steroids , 
in Atlanta on the standard 
mass specttqmeter . and 
were banned’for ftiur yearn. 
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World Cup arrives in Utah minus Tomba 


PARK CITY, Utah IR) — 
With its brightest star 8,000 
miles away, the World Cup 
of Alpine skiing makes ils 
1 1 th annual appearance on a 
race course that will host 
the Olympics in five years. 

In one of the busiest race 
weekends of the season, 
both men and women will 
race giant slalom and 
slalom, beginning with a 
women’s giant slalom 
Thursday. 

Alberto Tomba of Italy, 
fresh from two gold medals 
at the World 
Championships last 

January, injured his knee 
and wrist in an October 
training mishap and isn't 
expected to compete until a 
December 17 slalom at 
Madonna Di Campigtio. 
Italy. 

The Park City spotlight 
will shift to Katja Seizinger 
of Germany, the defending 
overall women’s champion 
who ^agairr^fras rtfte early 


broadening her emphasis 
from the downhill event in 
which she is Olympic 
champion, won the season 
opening giant slalom 
October 27 on the glacier at 
Soelden. Austria. 

Seizinger’s expanding 
technical ability bodes ill 
for her opponents, since she 
has lost little in (he speed 
events. Last season, the 24- 
year-old German won the 
season Super G title and 
was runnerup to American 
Picabo Street in downhill. 
Street just recovered from 
foot surgery, hasn’t trained 
sufficiently for technical 
events and won’t race until 
the December 7-8 downhill 
and Super G at Vail. 
Colorado. 

Deborah Compagnoni of 
Italy, runnerup at Soelden. 
again should be a lop chal- 
lenger. along with another 
Germai^. Hilde Gerg. third 
in the opening race. 

Lasse Kjus » of Nocyray.-t 


will attempt to gel back on 
track after a disastrous 
beginning. Third after the 
first run at Soelden, he fell 
on the second run of a race 
won by Switzerland’s Steve 
lochcr. Another Swiss. 
Michael Von Gruenigen, 
was second, with Kjetil 
Andre Aainodt of Norway 
third. 

Racers arriving Tuesday 
encountered extremely 
warm weather at the Utah 
resort, with a predicted 
Wednesday high of 50 
degrees FarenheiL 
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lead: Seizin ger.fricreasingly .defending meri's champion. 


However, snow conditions ,\(ATR 'Art- 1 
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Belle becomes baseball’s 
highest paid player 
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king, which was atluwcd to hold. 
Declarer nRnin ducked when t&m 
cniilinuvd with Lhejacl. of clubs. 
West overtook with UK queen and 
returned the ten. then continued 
the suit In the uco when declarer 
still refused the trick. EiM parted 
with ;i diumund and n apude. :is did 
dummy 

With only ,«i'it Tast tricks in 
sight, an eighth cuM he rstiih- 
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CHICAGO (R) — The 
Chicago White Sox have 
made slugger Albert Belle 
the highest-paid player in 
baseball history, signing 
him to a five-year contract 
estimated to be worth more 
than $50 million. 

The White Sox Tuesday 
said they have signed 
Belle, who led the majors 
with 98 homers and 274 
RBI the last two seasons, 
to a five-year contract with 
a one-ycar option. 

While Sox owner and 
chairman Jerry Rcinsdorf 
confirmed the contract 
makes Belie “the highest- 
paid player in baseball." 

The signing is a surprise 
since it was believed the 
Florida Marlins had the 
best chance to lure Belle 
away from the Cleveland 
Indians. The Marlins 
offered Belle a four-year 
contract worth $38 million, 
averaging out to $y„5 mil- 


lion per season. 

“Money wasn't what it 
was all about, although this 
cimtract makes him the 
highest-paid player in 
baseball. He signed with 
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baseball. He signed with ^ * 

us because he likes playing , " rei " r ^ 1 
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QUALIFICATIONS 


i AND WORK 

| EXPERIENCE, REFERENCES MUST BE PRODUCED UPON 
i REQUEST. 


$ REQUEST. i 
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consider him one of the 
game’s greatest hitters." 
said Ron Schueler, White 
Sox senior vice president 
o! major league operations. 

"Frank Thomas and 
Albert Belle give our line- 
up two of the best run pro- 
ducers in the game today 
and could very well rank as 
one of the best 1-2 offen- 
sive punches in baseball 
history." 






CONCORD 


TELJ677420 


Ammoun Theatre & Cinema 
TEL 618274-618275 


Philadelphia 1 

QUICK & THE DEAD 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15 , 8:30. 10:30 

Philadelphia 2 
Tom Cruise ... in 
MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15 . 8:30, 10:30 


Sean Connery ... in 

THE ROCK 


CONCORD “1” 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 

(In Dolby stereo) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:45 


NabiJ Sc Hisham’s Theatre 
TEL: 625155 


(In Dolby stereo) 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD “2” 

BRAVEHEART 

Shows: 3:15, 6:00, 9:00 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 1 . 

theatre group in the play entitled ; 

1 ; 

Five-Star Government j 

Starring comedians: ! ' 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat \ 

, Play starts 8:30 p.m. 1 1 


presents 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 


Go| 


Arab Human Rights ! 

At 8:30 p.m. i 

Theatre * closed Friday. Saturday a Sunday ' 

P° r reservation please call j 

625155-640155 j 
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Ben Johnson wants to run again 
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TORONTO (R) — Sprinter Ben Johnson 
banned for life in 1993 after a second posi- 
tive drug test, said on Tuesday he wants to 
be reinstated so he can run again and prove 
he “still is the best sprinter” in the world. 

“Well I just want to re-write the books, 
the history books, and prove that I am still 
the best sprinter that ever ran track and 
field. I want to go back on the international 
circuit, said Johnson in a pre-recorded 
interview broadcast on CBC newsworld’s 
the National Sport Tuesday. 

Johnson, who will be 35 in December, 
was suspended from competition for life by 
the International Amateur Athletic Federa- 
tion (IAAJ\> in 1993 after testing positive 
for an excessive amount of the male hor- 
mone testosterone at a grand prix track 
meet in Montreal on January 17, 1993. At 
the time Johnson denied he had used any 
banned drug but said he would not appeal 
the suspension because a legal challenge 
would be too expensive. 

Johnson's manager Morris Chrobotek 
told CBC Newsworld that he and Johnson 
had spoken recently with track and field 
officials in Ottawa about a possible rein- 
statement. 

“We have talked to two or three associa- 
tions (about) having Mr. Ben Johnson rein- 
stated and we'd like for them to speed 
things up and have him reinstated,” chro- 
botek said. 

Chrobotek did not elaborate on what 
grounds a request for reinstatement would 
be based although he suggested there was a 
flaw in the testing procedure. Johnson had 
passed a drug test at a competition two days 
prior to the Montreal meet and passed 
another test four days after the Montreal 
event. 

Officials at athletics Canada, the national 
governing body for track and field, could 
not be reached for comment late Tuesday. 


Earlier Tuesday at a press conference in 
Toronto, Canada's Donovan Bailey and 
Michael Johnson of the U.S. announced 
they would meet in a 1 50-meine mutch race 
on May 31, 1997, with the winner to 
receive SI. 5-million and claim to the title 
of the world's fastest man. 

Bailey set the world 100-metre record in 
winning the Olympic gold medal in 
Atlanta. Johnson won gold in the 2 00- and 
400-metre events at the Atlanta Carnes — 
sparking immediate debate over which 
sprinter should be dubbed the world’s 
fastest human. The city and venue for the 
Bailey-Micbael Johnson showdown will be 
announced at a later date. 

Asked to make a prediction on the out- 
come of the Bailey-Michael Johnson 
match-up, Ben Johnson said that Michael 
Johnson’s speed and experience running 
the curves over ihe 200- and 400-metre dis- 
tances would give him the edge. 

“I know Michael Johnson and I know 
Donovan Bailey,” Ben Johnson said. 
“Donovan Bailey is going to have trouble 
going around the curve because he's so tall. 
By the time his speed picks up, the race will 
be over. 1 predict Michael Johnson will win 
the 150.” 

Ben Johnson’s first drug suspension came 
ai the 1 988 Seoul Olympics where he was 
stripped of his 100-metre gold medal and 
world record clocking of 9.79 seconds after 
he tested positive for a banned steroid, 
stanozolol. 

The Seoul doping scandal prompted a 
Canadian inquiry into drug use in sport at 
which Johnson testified under oath that he 
had passed 29 drug tests between 1981 and 
1988 even though he had used banned ana- 
bolic steroids in that time. 


Sampras runs over Agassi in Hanover 


HANOVER (AFP) — 
World No. 1 Pete Sampras 
crushed Andre Agassi 6-2. 
6-1 in just 46 minutes on 
Wednesday to race off to a 
brilliant start at the ATP 
Tour World Championship, 
Sampras, who will hold 
onto the computer top spot 
for the fourth consecutive 
year when the season ends 
Sunday, completely domi- 
nated Agassi, the number 7 
who had coroplained-of ill- 
ness earlier this week. 

Sampras dominated in all 
parts of the brief contest, 
hitting nine aces and 28 
winners to keep up his 
attack against his rival. 

Agassi didn't have a 
break point chance and 
committed 17 unforced 
errors in the Red Group 
contest. 

Sampras has not lost 
Agassi since July 1995 and 
boasts a 12-8 record in the 
series. 

Sampras, who won the 
U.S. Open for his only 
Grand Slam title of the 
year, has lost just 10 match- 
es in 1996 while winning 
seven events. 

Earlier current world 
number two Michael 
Chang’s poor form contin- 
ued here in the ATP World 
Championship as be lost in 
straight sets to Austria’s 
Thomas Muster — his sec- 
ond successive defeat 
Muster, the 1995 French 
Open champion,- beat 
Chang, the 1989 French 
Open title holder, 6-4, 6-3 
to virtually end the Ameri- 



Thomas Muster of Austria returns a ball to Michael 
Chang of the United States at the ATP World Champi- 
onships in Hanover (Reuters photo.) 


can's hopes of qualifying 
for the semifinals from the 
round robin section. 

Muster, who lost his first 
match on Tuesday to Goran . 
Ivanisevic, eased through in 
87 minutes as Chang, who 
lost to Boris Becker in last 
year’s final, failed to come 
to terras with the powerful 


Austrian’s baseline game. 

Muster required one 
break in each set to over- 
come Chang, who made 36 
unforced errors, and will 
play Richard Krajicek of 
the Netherlands in his final 
group match to see whether 
he makes the semi-finals. 
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Olajuwon hospitalised 
following match 


HOUSTON <R) — All-Star 
centre Hakeem Olajuwon 
was taken to a hospital with 
an irregular heartbeat on 
Tuesday, but the team said 
his condition was not seri- 
ous. 

Olajuwon had 10 points 
and five rebounds in the 
first half, when Houston 
opened a 71-48 lead. But at 
halftime he complained of 
“a little jumpiness in his 
chest,” team spokesman 
Tim Frank said, and he was 
taken to the hospital where 
he will remain overnight 
for tests. 

Houston, got 22 points 
and 17 rebounds from 
Charles Barkley in the 122- 
93 trouncing of the Min- 
nesota Timberwolves for 
their ninth win in 10 games. 

The 33-year-old Olaju- 
won is an 1 1-time Ail-Star 
who won the most valuable 
player award in 1994’ and 
led the Rockets to consecu- 
tive NBA Championships 
in 1994 and 1995. He had 
clotting problems in the 
1991-92 season and was 
treated with blood thinners. 
He also wore an elastic 
sleeve on his leg to improve 
circulation. 

“I’m concerned about 
Hakeem's situation,” Rock- 
ets coach Rudy Tom- 
janovich said. “He had this 
condition a few years ago. 
It’s a day-to-day deal and 
we can just hope for the 
best.” 

A ream spokesman said 
Olajuwon underwent an 
EKG and will be kept 
overnight for further tests. 

In Orlando, Patrick 
Ewing had 24 points, 16 
rebounds and became the 
23rd player in NBA history 
to score 20,000 points as 
the New York Knicks built 
a 25-point third-quarter 
lead before turning back 


The Heat stopped a three- 
game losing streak. 

“We had a rock-solid 
game,” Miami coach Pat 
Riley said. “We had some 
real good runs and main- 
tained a double digit lead. 
We shot that ball well and 
did not turn it over. That 
equalised the fact that we 
did not rebound well.” 

At Golden Slate. Nick 
Van Exel scored 27 points 
and ShaquiUe O’Neal 
added 26 points and 12 
rebounds to lead the Los 
Angeles Lakers to a 1 12- 
. 109 victory over the Gold- 
en State Warriors for their 
third straight vicrory. 

Eddie Jones added 16 
points for the Lakers, who 
have won five of their last 
six games. Latrell Sprewell 
scored 33 points and Joe 
Smith had 19 for the War- 
riors. 

In Portland. Arvydas 
Sabonis’ basket with 20.7 
seconds left in overtime 
lifted the Portland Trail 
Blazers to their third 
straight victory, a 92-90 
win over the Sacramento 
Kings. 

After Sacramemto’s 
Corliss Williamson hit a 
running hook to tie the 
game, 90-90, with 1:26 
remaining in the extra ses- 
sion, the teams exchanged 
missed shots. 

Sabonis broke the dead- 
lock with a leaning hook in 
the paint Sacramento's 
Mitch Richmond missed a 
fadeaway from the baseline 
at the buzzer. 

In Milwaukee, Armon 
Gilliam and Johnny New- 
man each scored four of 
their 27 points in the final 
three minutes as the Mil- 
waukee Bucks held oft the I 
Dallas Mavericks. 100-97. I 
to snap a three-garae losing I 
streak. " I 


Date delays retirement 
with victory over Seles 


the y^deqpiapned Orlando... . GJenn Robinson added 16 


Magic. 92-88 in an Atlantic 
Division battle. *”* \ 

John Starks added 15 
points and Charlie Ward 14 
for New York, which led 
65-40 with 4:31 to play in 
the third quarter after 
Charles Oakley made a 21- 
footer. Orlando rallied 
within 88-85 with 1:16 to 
play on a three-pointer by 
Nick Anderson. 

Childs and Scott Brooks 
hit two free throws in the 
final 14 seconds to preserve 
the victory for the Knicks. 

In Cleveland, Terrell 

Brandon scored 18 points 
as the Cleveland Cavaliers 
limited the Atlanta Hawks 
to just 26 points in the sec- 
ond half on the way to a 73- 
63 victory. 

Christian Laetmer had 16 
points and nine rebounds 
for the Hawks. 

In Denver, Alonzo 

Mourning scored 23 points 
and PJ. Brown added 18 
and H rebounds as the 
Miami Heat used a big 
first-quarter run and never 
trailed thereafter in a 104- 
86 victory over the Denver 
Nuggets. 


points-for-the -Bucks. who 
overcame the absence of 
frontcouit starters Vui 
Baker and Andrew Lang 
and remained unbeaten (4- 
0) at home. 

In Toronto, Shawn Kemp 
scored 20 of his 26 points 
in the first half, when Seat- 
tle opened a 27-point lead, 
and the Supersonics held 
on for their eighth straight 
victory. 106-98 over the 
short-handed Toronto Rap- 
tors. 

Gary Payton scored 24 
points and Detief Schrempf 
added 17 for the Superson- 
ics, who took advantage of 
the absence of Raptors 
guard Damon Stoudamire 
and built a 61-34 lead just 
before the end of the first 
half. 


NEW YORK (R) — 
Kimiko Date celebrated her 
retirement Tuesday at 
Madison Square Garden 
but the 26-year-old Japan- 
ese still has more work to 
do at the $2 milli on WTA 
Tour Chase Champi- 
onships. 

Dale delayed her life- 
afier- tennis by advancing to 
the quarterfinals when co- 
world number two Monica 
Seles was forced to quit 
their first-round match 
because of an injured 
shoulder. 

But Date, who was lead- 
ing 5-4 in the first set when 
Seles retired, was no party' 
poo per and ceremonies 
were held on court as 
scheduled for Japan’s great- 
est player. 

World No.l Steffi Graf 
beat Slovakia’s Karina 
Habsudova 6-1, 6-4, in 48 
minutes in her opening 
match. The victory sent 
Graf into a quarterfinal 
against world number eight 
Lindsay Davenport of the 
United States. 

With Seles retiring in her 
opening match, Graf is all 
but certain to retain her top 
ranking at year’s end, espe- 
cially if she takes a fifth 
title at the season-ending 
event that matches the 
tour’s top 1 6 players. 

Date announced earlier 
this year that she was retir- 
ing at the end of the season 
— after spending her third 
year in the top 10. 

The lithe Japanese 
manoeuvred her way into 
the upper echelon of the 
sport by learning to take the 
ball early and hit with top- 
spin, by mastering the 
angles she needed to beat 
players with greater power 
and by being steadier than 
her foes. 

- Date splashed onto che 
big-time scene in * August - 
1991 when she catapulted 
from 112th in the rankings 
to number 32 by upsetting 
then-number three Gabriela 
Sabatini in the semifinals 
in Los Angeles. 

Since then, the 5-foot 4- 
inch (1.62 m) Date has 
established a list of firsts as 
a Japanese player. 

Date, ranked as high and 
world number four, was the 
first Japanese to reach the 
Wimbledon semifinals 
(.1996) and the French 
Open semifinals (1995). 

In 1994 she became the 
first Japanese in 21 years to 
appear in a grand slam sin- 
gles semifinals when she 
advanced to the final four 
at the Australian Open, a 
feat last achieved by 


FOR RENT 


Furnished first floor of villa, 100 sq.m., in Khilda, 
behind Chinese Restaurant. Consists of one! 
bedroom, sitting and dining rooms. Private 
telephone, garden, central heating. I 

Please call Tel.: 5525449. 


Under the Patronage of Her Majest, y Queen Noor Ai Hussein 

THE DELEGATION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION IN JORDAN PRESENTS 


TheEu 1 ^^.nUnion 

ChamberOrchestra 

AT THE PRINCE HASSAN A UD/TORIUM OF THE UNI VERSITY OF JORDAN 
• ON SUNDAY. NOVEMBER 24777. 1996 AT 19:30 PM 

Tickets Price: 5 JD (regular), 3 JD (students) 



Monica Seles of the USA is attended to by a trainer dur- 
ing a break in her first round match against Kimiko 
Date of Japan at the Chase WTA Championships at 
New York’s Madison Square Garden (Reuters photo.) 


Kazuko Sawamatsu at the Monday. 

1973 Australian Open. “I think 1 can pretty sure 

“I’ve got so many matches speak for all the players that 

that I still remember.” said we will definitely miss her. 

Date, who has woo seven She has been so nice all the 

tournament titles and made time, 
nearly $2 million in win- "She's just a really nice 
nings in her seven years on person. For me, it will be 
the tour. bard because 1 think that it 

“The first one is the Wim- will be very weird starting 

bledon that I played on the next year not seeing two 

centre court,” said Date, who players (Date and Sabatini) 
stretched Steffi Graf to three who we’ve had around for a 
exciting sets at the All Eng- long time.” 
land Gub this summer. Graf had bittersweet feel- 

“And also the Fed Cup in ings about the early re tire - 
April this year.” added Date, meat of Date, who won two 
referring to a victory over tournaments this year 

Graf to help Japan defeat besides reaching the Wim- 

Germany in the women s bledon_semifinals. 

- team competition —“She had the best year this 


Of course. Date may give 
herself another great memo- 
ry as she continues to play 
through the season-ending 
championships — next up is 
16-year-old Swiss sensation 
Martina Hingis in the quar- 
terfinals. 

Worn down by the strain of 
competition. Date wants to 
start a new life, though she 
admits she doesn’t have 
“anything special" planned. 

Seles said she was sorry to 
see Date leave the Tour. 

”1 think it's such an early 
age to retire” said Seles, 
also thinking of the retire- 
ment of 26-year-old Sabatini, 
who was honoured here 


year and i think she* could 
have gone evea further than 
she did,” said Graf. ‘That’s 
maybe the thing that is a lit- 
tle bit different from what I 
think about my approach to 
the sport. It’s kind of sad that 
somebody has more poten- 
tial than she’s given a try 
for.” 

Date, however, is happy to 
be leaving the tennis grind 
behind. 

“This is not the end, tins is 
a. new beginning for me” 
Date said in English during 
the on-court ceremony. 
“Once again, thank you 
everybody, and goodbye.” 


YOU ARE CORDIALLY 
INVITED TO CELEBRATE 
THE UNMATCHED PLEASURE 
OF FINE INDIA TEA AT THE 
FOLLOWING PROMINENT 
SHOPPING CENTERS 
IN AMMAN: 

SAFEWAY 

AL-AHLIA-ABELA 

C-TOWN 


FROM 21 st TO 25 * NOVEMBER 1996 
5 P.M. TO 9 P.M. DAILY 


JOIN US AND TASTE THE UNIQUE TEA 
OF INDIA CREATED BY NATURE . 
YOU ARE SURE TO DISCOVER WHY 
PURE INDIA TEA HAS PLAYED HOST 
TO ROYALTY, CONNOISSEURS, 
BLENDERS AND REGULAR 
TEA-DRINKERS LIKE YOU 
THE WORLD OVER 

WITH COMPLIMENTS OF: 

TEA BOARD OF INDIA, 
POST BOX 2415, DUBAI, U.A.E. 
TEL: 00.971-4-525208, 522798 
‘ FAX: 00-971-4-528571 


proceeds will be given to charity 
TH t rower JTT ilu bun possible hums to ihf. 
roopBMTuyf or the Embassy of Bel cum. the 
Embasst of Spain, the French CutfvBAi 
Centre, the Goethe ImmvTE. the Philadelphia 
Hotel, Royal Joadanian a ho Frmjtjy For 
Musk. 


Tickets available at the Goethe 
Institl'T, the British Council, 
the iNsmuTo Cervantes and the 
French Cui jural Centre and at the 
Prince Hassan aumtorium. 
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Haensch urges speedier talks, 
assails Israeli settlement plans 

Europarliament chief addresses Palestinian council 


Arab League plans to 
revive Jerusalem Centre 



RAMALLAH (Agencies) 
— The president of the 
European Parliament, Klaus 
Haensch, called on 
Palestinian legislators 
Wednesday -to accelerate 
negotiations with Israel on 
implementing signed peace 
agreements. 

Mr. Haensch also blasted 
Israeli plans to expand 
Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

'“Let me state clearly: 
New settlements are illegal 
and there must be no expan- 
sion." Mr. Haensch told the 
members of the Palestinian 
council at their meeting in 
Ramall ah. “Bulldozers do 
not pave the way for 
peace.” 

The council rolled out a 
red carpet for Mr. Haensch 
and frequently interrupted 
his speech with applause. 

Mr. Haensch expressed 
support for Palestinian 
statehood. but said 
Palestinians must be patient 
with the faltering peace 
talks with Israel. 

"We know that the peace 
process has not yet met your 
aspirations.” he said. "The 
people you represent must 
be convinced that patient 
negotiation will bring its 
own rewards." 

Mr. Haensch told the leg- 
islators he shared their con- 
cern that "the continuing 
lack of progress in the talks 
and the negotiations on 
Hebron ... will lead back to 
suspicion, distrust and con- 
frontation.” 

The European Parliament 
is the general assembly of 
the 15-nation European 
Union (EU). Mr. Haensch. 
only the second high-rank- 




European Parliament President Klaus ' Haensch on 
Wednesday addresses the Palestinian legislative council in 
Ramallah in the West Bank (Reuters photo) 


mg European official to 
address the council since its 
inauguration in March, told 
Palestinian lawmakers the 
EU would cooperate with 
the United States to try to 
ensure that peace talks run 
smoothly. 

"The idea that a pro- 
Palestinian European Union 
should balance out a pro- 


Israeli United States is 
worse than a caricature, it is 
false." he said. “Neither the 
European Union, nor the 
United States holds the key 
to peace. Peace lies in the 
hands of your people and in 
the hands of the Israelis.” 

“I see your dynamic, 
industrious people focusing 
all your skills and inteilf- 


gence to building a country 
of prosperity, justice and 
dignity. A state, yes a state, 
respected by all because it 
respects all." 

The EU is the main source 
of financial support for the 
Palestinian autonomy gov- 
ernment, providing more 
than $700 million in aid 
since 1993. 

In his welcoming speech. 
Palestinian Council Speaker 
Ahmad Qoureia praised 
‘’the honest efforts of the 
European Union to present 
the collapse of the peace 
process, which is on the 
verge of disaster due to the 
Israeli delay in implement- 
ing the agreements.” 

Mr. Haensch referred to 
the slow pace of the talks, 
saying, “the negotiations 
must not only continue, but 
be accelerated.” 

He also said that while 
Palestinians can expect 
Israel to fulfil its obliga- 
tions under Oslo, they must 
also meet their commit- 
ments. “You have a list of 
complaints about the imple- 
mentation of Oslo ... but the 
Israelis also have theirs,” he 
said. 

“The people you represent 
must be convinced that 
patient negotiation will 
bring its own rewards.” he 
said. 

After his meetings in 
Ramallah, Mr. Haensch 
visited Hebron for talks 
with local Palestinian offi- 
cials and was due to meet 
Mr. Arafat Thursday in 
Gaza City. 


UNHCR freezes its programme in Kabul 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — The United Nations refugee 
agency has frozen its programmes for refugees in the war- 
shattered Afghan capital of Kabul after armed Taleban sol- 
diers invaded the home of an international staff worker, 
arrested four local employees and ordered their female staff 
off the job, an official said Wednesday. 

"I think we’re saying we simply can’t go on like this." 
said Rupert Coleville, a spokesman for the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) office in neighbour- 
ing Pakistan. 

The UNHCR operates about a dozen different pro- 
grammes in Kabul. 

It provides building material, quilts and food to the city’s 
neediest, like widows, children and the impoverished. 

It offers community assistance programmes to Kabul’s 
ruined neighbourhoods, helping war-weary residents 
rebuild their shattered lives. 

The job is a big one in Kabul where four years of bitter 

Iranians threaten Germans 
with ‘Rushdie-style’ fatwa 

QOM (AFP) — Shiite rant 

Muslim clergymen in this 

holy Iranian city threatened ‘Iran kidnapped writer’ 
Werman prosecutors 

Wednesday with a An Iranian writer missing 

"Rushdie-style’ death sen- for two weeks was abducted 
tence if they do not retract by agents from Tehran who 
their charges of terrorism are using torture to get him 
against Iranian leaders. to denounce colleagues as 

The threat was made dur- anti -Government asitators. 
ing a rally by several thou- former Iranian President 
sand clergymen and reli- Abdol Hassan Bani-Sadr 
gious students from semi- charged Wednesday 
naries in Qom in central The writer. Fantj Sarkoui. 

“St, - . ... . , . was due to take a plane from 

We find this insult to be Tehran tp frankfurt on Nov . 

in the same category as the 4 to visit his famiIv in 
Satanic Verses, the protest- Germ:inv 

^ ? ** COn ; German lesislaiors sav he 

® nt, ? f h n ° Vel never arrived" and they have 

' VTitlen President 

Salman Rushdie a death sen- * 1 ; . , , , u ■ 

tence in a "fatwa.” or reli- £ ' . , Hashetn, 

gious decree, issued in 1989 ^ ^ * he 

by Iran’s late leader ™ T .. Ba 1 ^ who , has 
Ayatollah Ruhollah h^d 'n es.le .n Prancc -.mce 

Khomeini. fleemg Iran m 1981. satd 

“The mercenery proseeu- “l; Sar,:om was a “ uc ' ed a ' 
tots should be given the Tehran airport and is being 
maximum punishment for kept m prison by the secun- 
this treason and crime." they t >. ; “ d c ,n,om ’ aao " m'mstiy. 
said in a final resolution. . Mf-Sartoiii is being kept 
"We will sentence the fas- m salary confinement and 
cist, dirty prosecutors to the tortured because the iranian 
same doom as rushdie if secret service want to force 
they do not apologise for * 1,m l0 . sa >' Iranian writers 
their satanic move to insult are acting against the Iranian 
our sacred values.” chanted regime with encouragement 
the angry demonstrators. f rorn Germany. Mr. Bani- 

who also Sadr sa, "d * n 0 statement. 

included Qom’s governor Th e German deputies who 
general and two members of reported the writer missing 
parliament from the sa >‘ that in 1994 he and 133 
province. other writers sent an open 

German federal proseeu- letter to the Tehran govem- 
tois have accused Iranian ment urging it to respect 
leaders, including spiritual freedom of expression and 
and political guide Ayatollah human rights. 

Ali Khamenei, of approving Mr. Bani-Sadr said “there 
the 1992 murder of four is a link between thi> request 
Iranian Kurdish opposition and the kidnapping of the 
figures in a Berlin restau- Iranian writer.” 


factional fighting among factions, who threw out the com- 
munists from power, has left 70 per cent of the city in ruins. 

Bui the Taleban. who swept into Kabul in September, has 
made it virtually impossible for the UNHCR to operate, 
.said Mr. Coleville. 

Last Oct. 26, a UNHCR driver was picked up by Taleban 
soldiers and has not been heard from since, he said. 

On Nov. 12 three more Afghan workers for the LTNHCR 
were taken by armed Taleban men as they left the office. 
They too have not been heard from since. 

On the same night 16 armed Taleban soldiers invaded the 
home of the UNHCR's international worker, remained 
inside for five hours and “'issued various threats before 
eventually leaving in the early hours of the morning.” said 
Mr. Coleville. 

Taleban leaders earlier promised to allow some women to 
return to work in medical fields, but days later Taleban sol- 
diers threatened to hang women found working. 

Libya invites qualified 
Arabs as immigrants 


CAIRO (R) — After 
expelling lens of thousands 
of Sudanese and 
Palestinians over the past 1 8 
months. Libya on 
Wednesday inviied quali- 
fied Arabs of all nationali- 
ties to apply to settle in the 
country permanently. 

In a paid advertisement in 
the Egyptian government 
newspaper A1 Gomhouria. it 
said Arabs wanting to settle 
or invest in Libya could 
apply to Libyan embassies 
with immediate effect with 
details of their qualifica- 
tions or skills. 

“AH you need to do is fill 
in a form at the Libyan 
embassy and produce two 
photos." said Mohammad 
Sadeq of the information 
department of the Libyan 
embassy in Cairo. 

-We are not seeking a spe- 
cific number of immi- 
grants.” Mr. Sadeq told 
Reuters. The advertisement 
is appearing in other news- 
papers in other Arab coun- 
tries and the invitation is 
valid until the end of the 
year, he added. 

Mr. Sadeq gave no expla- 
nation For the immigration 
campaign, which appeared 
to run counter lo the Libyan 
government's sporadic 
attempts to force non- 
Libyans out of the country, 
which has a population of 
around five million. 

Diplomats in Tripoli say 
the main motive behind the 
campaigns against illegal 
immigrants is' to save file 
foreign currency Libya 
spends on paying them. 

But the advertisement 
noted that under a law 


passed in 1989 Arabs resi- 
dent in Libya have the same 
rights and duties as Libyans. 
“Libya invites all Arab citi- 
zens... to exercise their right 
to move about, reside, own 
property, work and partici- 
pate in building- a produc- 
tive base," it added. 

In practice. Arab workers 
in Libya have often been 
reluctant lo take Libyan cit- 
izenship because they lose 
the right to remit earnings 
abroad, their main motive 
for working there. 

The Libyan parliament is 
also less friendly towards 
immigrants than Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi. 
and policy has shifted 
between the two views. 

The advertisement speci- 
fied that settlers could 
invest in what it called "arti- 
san and professional 
spheres", apparently ruling 
out large-scale capitalism. 

Under Libyan socialism, 
private businessmen should 
not employ people who arc 
not members of their imme- 
diate family. In practice they 
use illegal immigrants as 
cheap labour. 

Libya deported thousands 
of Palestinians in 1 995 in an 
attempt to show the world 
that the Israeli-Palestinian 
agreements did not restore 
Palestinian rights. More 
than 200 of them remain 
stranded in a squalid camp 
on the Libyan-Egyptian. 
border because no other 
country will let them in. 

It also deported up to 
lOO.OtK) Sudanese, mostly 
manual labourer*, who 
entered the country without 
work contracts. 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The Arab League 
announced Wednesday it is reviving the 
Jerusalem Centre, an organisation aimed at 
protecting Islamic religious and historical 
sites in the city and opposing Israeli expan- 
sion of Jewish influences. 

Saeed Kama!, Arab League vice president 
for Palestinian affairs, told a news confer- 
ence Wednesday that the league is also 
organising a year-long international cam- 
paign to collect money for restoration pro- 
jects in Jerusalem. 

The Palestinians want East Jerusalem as 
the capital of a Palestinian state, while Israel 
has said it would never relinquish control 
over the sector. 

The Jerusalem Centre was created in 1 982 
but has been dormant for several years. It 
was First made up of the Palestinians. Jordan 
and the .Arab League but now includes 
Egypt. Syria. Morocco, the Organisation of 
Islamic Conference (OIO and UNESCO, 
the U.N.'s cultural arm. It will be headed by 
Arab League Secretary General Esmat 
Abdul Meguid. 

“The Jerusalem Centre has a technical aim 
with a long-term political dimension." Mr. 
Kamal said. 

"The Holy City continues its struggle with 
the (Israeli) occupation in u situation that 
deteriorates daily, especially under the pre- 


sent Israeli government, which is making the 
city more Judaic and robbing it of its Arab 
and Islamic identity.” 

Kaddoumi: Summit necessary 

A senior Palestinian official said an Arab 
summit will be necessary next year to dis- 
cuss the impasse in the Arab-Israeli peace 
process, in statements published on 
Wednesday. 

"There is no need for an Arab summit now 
but circumstances will impose one next 
year,” said Farouq Kaddumi. head of foe 
Palestine Liberation Organisation's political 
department. 

Mr. Kaddoumi. in an interview with foe 
Egyptian government weekly Al Mussawar. 
also called for a meeting soon of the foreign 
ministers of Egypt. Syria. Lebanon, Jordan 
and the Palestine National Authority. 

The last Arab summit in Cairo in June 
warned Israel that Arab countries could 
freeze the normalisation of ties with foe 
Jewish state if it failed to make progress in 
foe peace process. 

Mr. Kaddoumi also called on U.S. 
President Bill Clinton to put pressure on 
Israel to push forward foe peace process, 
warning that foe lack of progress could force 
Palestinians to resort to violence. 


Israeli spokesman slams 
U.S. stance on settlement 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — A spokesman for 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu said 
on Wednesday Israel would continue to 
expand existing Jewish settlements in the 
occupied West Bank despite U.S. objec- 
tions. 

"1 am sure foe Americans will under- 
stand... the natural population growth and 
expansion of the settlements are inevitabili- 
ties to which they cannot object.” David 
Bar Ilian, Mr. Netanyahu’s communications 
director, told Israel Radio. 

Mr. Bar-Illan was commenting on U.S. 
reaction to reports that Israel plans to 
expand foe settlement of Emmanuel in foe 
West Bank. 

State Department spokesman Glyn 
Davies said on Tuesday that Washington 
was looking into foe reports, “but our stand- 
point on this type of activity is clear that 
such settlement work, or new settlement 
work, is not at ail helpful lo foe negotiating 
process.” 

Calling Davies’ statement “puzzling,” Mr. 
Bar-fllan said the United States "did not 
object lo the expansion, by almost 50 per 
cent, of settlements” under Israel's previous 
Labour-led government. 

The Labour government imposed a settle- 
ment freeze in 1992 but natural population 
growth and occupation of housing begun by 
the Likud administration boosted the num- 
ber of settlers lo more than 140,000 in the 
West Bank and Gaza, where two million 
Palestinians live. 

"Mr. Netanyahu spoke about this with 
President (Bill) Clinton...! do not know 
why there was this (Stale Department) 
announcement but we will gel on with our 
lives in Judea and Samaria.” Mr. Bar-Illan 
said, referring to the West Bank. 

“It is impossible to order people not lo 


procreate or not to move to these communi- 
ties. And that is how we will continue,” he 
said. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s right-wing government 
lifted the settlement freeze last August. 
Palestinians view the settlements as obsta- 
cles to foe creation of an independent state 
in the West Bunk and Gaza. 

Although the Netanyahu government has 
yet to announce the establishment of new 
settlements, it has disclosed plans for foe 
construction of thousands of housing units 
in existing ones. 

Egyptian condemnation 

Egypt on Wednesday condemned Israel ’s 
plan to build 1,800 settlement units near foe 
West Bank city of Ramallah. calling it a 
dangerous setback for foe peace process. 

The foreign ministry said in a statement 
that since foe issue of settlements will be 
dealt with in the final status negotiations 
between’ the Palestinians and Israel, the 
Jewish state is obliged not to build new set- 
tlements in the meantime. 

“The Israeli settlement policy is a flagrant 
violation of legitimate international resolu- 
tions and the spirit of agreements between 
the Israelis and the Palestinians and we con- 
sider this u dangerous setback to its com- 
mitment to peace,” it said. 

The Israeli government recently approved 
the building of 1,800 settlement units near 
Ramallah. 

“Wo hope the Israeli government recon- 
siders its position on settlements and works 
on making real progress in foe peace 
process ... and not to take any measures 
which will stall foe process and 

increase tensions in the region." the 
Egyptian statement .said. 
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NABLUS (AFP) — 
Thousands of activists, 
some of them masked and 
brandishing rides, rallied in 
Nablus Wednesday to com- 
memorate militants killed 
fighting Israel and reaffirm 
their opposition lo peace 
accords with the Jewish 
state. 

The rally on the Al Nujah 
University campus in this 
Palestinian-controlled city 
was organised by the 
Islamic Resistance 

Movement (Hamas), the 
main opposition to Yasser 
Arafat’s Palestine 

Liberation Organisation 
< PLOj and the target of a 
vast crackdown by Israeli 
authorities. 

Some 4,000 people, most- 
ly students, attended the 
demonstration, including 
hundreds of veiled women 
and a handful of hooded 
Hamas militants carrying 
Kalashnikov assault rides. 

Organisers said the rally 
was held in celebration of 
Palestinian and Islamic 
“martyrs,” including 
Izzcdfnc Al Qassem, who 
was killed buttling Zionist 
guerrillas near Nablus in 
November 1 935. The 
armed wing of Humas is 
named the Izzcdine Al 
Qassem Brigades. 

Banners and signs carried 
hv foe crowd also com- 
memorated the deaths of 
Humas activists and 70 
Palestinians killed in clash- 
es with _ Israeli troops in 
September. 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) 
— U.S. Senator Arlcn 
Specter Wednesday shuttled 
between Israel and Syria in 
an apparent effort to revive 
stalled peace talks between 
the two countries as a 
senior Syrian official said 
Damascus would use any 
means to lake hack its 
Golan Heights front Israel, 
if peace talks failed to yield 
results. 

”If the peace process were 
to fail. Syria will not accept 
that its lands remain under 
occupation, it will act to lib- 
erate them in a manner 
which it deems appropriate 
and it is prepared to use any 

methods to do sn.” said 
Tuwlit| Sallia. a member of 
the regional leadership of 
the Bualh Party. 

“Syria is working lo bring 
about a global peace and is 
working with great deter- 
mination to liberate land 
and reclaim all Arab 
rights." he told the opening 
of the eighth congress rff 
the Syrian Communist 
Party. 

Syria is demanding the 
return of the Golan, seized 
bv Israel in 1967 and 
“annexed” in 1981. as the 
cornerstone nf any peace 
deal with the Jewish slate. 


However. Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu won May elec- 
tions on a platform promis- 
ing never to give up foe 
Golan, and tension 
between the two countries 
has been high since Mr. 
Netanyahu took office. 

Mr. Specter met 
Wednesday morning with 
Mr. Netanyahu before fly- 
ing to Damascus to meet 
with Syrian President Hafez 
A I Assad. U.S. embassy 
spokesman Richard Scorza 
said. 

Mr. Scorza said he could 
not provide details on Mr. 
Specter's visit. 

Mr. Specter will return to 
Israel on Thursday, and is to 
meet with Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat before 
leaving for Europe. 

Mr. Specter, chairman of 
the Senate Intelligence 
Committee, also visited the 
region and met with Mr. 
As.sad and Mr. Netanyahu 
in August. 

He said then that he 
thought "positions can he 
bridged" and that both sides 
want peace. He said Mr. 
As.sad was more "mellow" 
than when they previously 
met in 19S8. 


Time is money for 
Hong Kong’s busy Ii 

HONG KONG (AFP) - 
One of foe world’s wealthiest 
mere tycoon Li Ka-Shing, 
was to return to a Hoag 
Kong court Wednesday to 
testify over a disputed inher- 
itance. despite calling for 
proceedings to be speeded up 
because he is a busy man. 
Adrienne Marsh Lefkowitz 
is fighting in foe high court 
for a share of her father's 
estate which she claims was 
held in trust for her by the 
billionaire. After testifying 
Tuesday and hearing he 
would have to return to coun 
foe following day. Mr. Li 
was clearly irritated, the 
press reported Wednesday. 
“Can you try to be quicker?" 
he asked Ms. Lefkowitz' 
lawyer. “I’m very, very 
busy.” The court heard that 
Ms. Lefkowitz’ father 
Nicholas Marsh died in 1988 
in New York, leaving an 
estate worth 15 million Hong, 
Kong dollars ($ 1 .9 million ), 
the With China Morning 
Post said. Mr. Li. who was a 
friend and former business 
associate of Marsh, told the 
court he had been instructed 
to use his own judgement in 
disbursing the money. But 
Ms. Lefkowitz said the 
money was held in trust for 
her, adding that Mr. Li failed 
to even tell her about her 
father's finances until 1991. 
Mr. Li denies the claim. 

Duchess of 
York jokes 
with Letterman 

NEW YORK [AP) — The 
Duchess of York, who has 
complained of rough treat- 
ment from the British media, 
told TV talk show host David 
Letterman that she can let her 
hair down in foe United 
States. *’I guess you sort of - 
give me a second chance over 
here. ... I suppose you cut a 
chick a bit of flak," foe for- 
mer Sarah Ferguson said 
Monday on CBs’ ‘’Late 
Show with David 
Letterman." Fergie, 37. said 
she can travel in America 
‘'without people saying, 
‘she's too fat, she's thin, her 
skirt's too short, too long."' 
The duchess, who was 
divorced from Prince Andrew 
in May. began a U.S. tour last 
week to promote her autobi- 
ography. *’My Story." Fergie 
said she spent her childhood 
‘‘tying up foe farm boys’ legs 
and making them run through 
foe mud." maturing very late 
when she was already on the 
public stage. Saying all the 
jokes she knew were too 
“filthy" for television, Fergie 
told Mr. Letterman one from 
her daughter. Princess 
Eugenie. “Why does the 
giraffe have a long neck? 
Becau.se it has smelly feet," 
she said with a grin. 

‘Evita’ promoters 
want to turn movie 
into fashion 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
More than 40 years after her 
death. Eva Peron is about to 
spring back to life thanks to 
foe efforts of two sales wiz- 
mds — Madonna and Walt 
Disney. When Disney's 
“Evita" opens in u few weeks, 
starring one of foe entertain- 
ment industry’s best self-pro- 
moters. the selling of 
Argentina’s legendary politi- 
cal figure will be on intense 
but strictly high-class affair. 
Forgei about foe plastic 
drinking cups. T-shirts, action 
figures and lunchboxes foal 
follow foe release of a typical 
Hollywood blockbuster. 
Instead. foe chic 
Bloomingdale’s department 
store will be opening "Evita” 
boutiques stocked with 
movie-inspired . jewelry, 
makeup, dresses and platform 
shoes, Estee Lauder is jump- 
ing in wifo a line of 25 Evita 
cosmetic products, and 
renowned designers such as 
Salvatore Ferragamo and 
Victor Costa are creating 
^ clothes, jewelry'. 
J *u rv es and gloves — some 
which already have » 
appeared. along wifo 
Madonna, on the covers of 
Vanity Fair and Vogue mng&- 
zines. “They wanted none of 
foe obvious ties to fast-food 
chains and cheap souvenir 
items.” an “Evita" distributor 
told foe Washington Post 
recently. 
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